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A M E R iC A« 

BET W'E E N 

Great Britain and Fro, 

WITH 

Its Confequences and Imp 

Giving nn Account of 

Views and Designs of the French 
with the I N T E R E s T s of Great Britain^ and 
the Situation of the Britifi and French 
Colonies, in all parts of America : 

IN WHICH 

A proper BARRIER between the two 
Nations in North America is pointed out, 
with a Method to Profecutc the W A R, 
fo as to obtain that neceflary fecurity for oi^r 
Colonies. 




By an Impartial Hand. 
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PREFACE. 

WH E N we have fo many Ccnfejis 
in this nation among friends, 
we hope they will not forget the 
Contejl with their foes ; nor think it im- 
proper or unfeafonable to take a view of 
what feems to have given rife to them all, 
the Contejl in America between Great Bri^ 
tain and France. This is a conteft, in which 
the whole nation, as well as a few contend- 
ing parties, is concerned and interefted. 
Among our many contefts then we have 
endeavoured to write one for All j one 
that concerns all, and one that may ferve 
for all other contefts, if it Is attended 
to. And in doing this, we have endea- 
voured to accommodate it to All, if fuch 
a thing is poffible. It is not only the fub- 
jecfl itfelf, but the mariner in which we 
have endeavoured to treat it, that makes 
us hope at leaft, it will be looked upon as 
a matter of general and public concern, 
without the leaft regard to any private 
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views or intereil: whatever, and far lefs a 
refpe<a to parties. We have no other 
concern in any party difputes, by writing 
this Contejt, but to wifli what we fcem now 
to have reafon to hope for, that the ma- 
hagement of fuch important concerns, as 
thofe we treat of, may be intruded to thofe 
who will take the moft care of them. 

' Detur Digniori. 

It is true indeed, that no one can put 
pen to paper on thefe that are now reckon- 
ed political fubjefts ; withou^t being fuf- 
pedled of feme finifter defign in them, or 
at leaft of waiting with a view to favour 
ibme party or other. This our political 
writers have brought upon themfelves, 
and upon all others who would endeavour 
to inform the public of any thing relating 
to thofe matters. They feem to write 
againft our party difputes, that have been 
fuch an obftruSion to publiq. affairs, only 
to countenance their favourite party. What 
is worfe, they and many others iamong us 
feem to write rather with a fpirit of defa- 
mation, than with a view to information. 
If they treat of any fubjeft that concerns 
the flate, they muft abufe their rulers, or 
n fellow 



fellow citizens, inftead of informing their 
readers. This Ts fo far from being our 
defign, that we cannot but reprehend it 
ia pthers. Our only defign is, to make 
our colonies in Anlerica, and their iituation^ 
better known both to themfelves, and to 
the nation at home; to give fome account 
of thofe. countries in America, that the 
two nations are contending for, and of our 
disputes about then), which feem to be but 
too little known to^ny of us -, and tQcon- 
fider the way of recovering our loffes in 
them : and if any among us (hould think 
thenafelves hurt by fuch an inquiry, we 
are ibrry that their intereft fhould inter- 
fere fo much with the public intereft. 

I am but too appreheniive indeed, that 
theie our contefts in America, and all ^- 
.counts of thcm> are reckoned by many 
to be prejudicial to the greateft bleHing any 
jiatiou can enjoy, peace. It was this that 
has made me hitherto rcfift the frequent 
jfollititatioas of many to give fome account 
cf thofe roatterSy that they were pleafed to 
think I had taken fome pains to be ac- 
qqaii;ited with. But iince our peace is fuf- 
,ficipntly broi^e at prefent, the only way to 
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rcftore it fecms to be, to profecutc the war 
in fuch a manner, as to obtaip a firm and 
fccurc peace from it at laft. How that is 
to be done, is the chief fubjedt of our in- 
quiry, which we imagine may be more 
conducive to the peace of this nation, than 
any thing elfe that may be propofed for 
that purpofe ; and may perhaps be a means 
of preventing the many wafs it is other- 
wife threatned with on account of its colo- 
Ionics, as well as the fatal efFed:s and con- 
fequences of them. This you may per- 
haps fee fome reafons for in the following 
account; of the views and dejtgns of the 
French in all parts of America 5 and of the 
fatal effeBs cffiifferingthem to fettle on our 
frontiers -there 'y to prevent which was the 
chief defign of our endeavouring thus to 
reprefeht them, and to point out the con- 
fcquencesofthem. It was from thefe views 
and defigns of the French, and by fufFering 
them to fettle on the frontiers of our colo- 
nies in America, that they brought on the 
prefent war ; and we feem to have no way to 
put a happy end to this, or to prevent ma- 
ny more fuch wars on the fame accounts, 
but to Secure ourfelves againft them In 

-time, 
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time, when it may be done j the way of do- 
ing which is the chief defign, fcopeand ten- 
dency of our difcourfc to reprefent. 

The importance of thus fecuring our 
plantations muft appear to all, who are the 
leaft acquainted with them, or the concerns 
of the nation in them. It is fufficient 
only to mention the fum total of the yearly 
produce of our plantations, that centers in 
Britain, to be convinced of their importance 
at firft fight; which fum, upon a mode- 
rate computation, appears to amount to at 
leaft five, if not fix, millions fterling a year. 
Befides this, the plantations breed and 
maintain an incredible number of feamen 
and mariners, not lefs perhaps than 40 or 
50,000 a year, which are both the treafury 
and bulwark of the nation. They employ 
likewife nigh two thoufand fail of (hips a 
year ; great numbers of which are built 
in the plantations for the more immediato 
fervice of Britain. 

It is this that makes this nation both 
profperous at home, and confiderable 
abroad. The American colonies are no\* 
become a great fource of that wealth, by 
^vhich this nation maintains itfelf, and is 
. refpeded 
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rcfpc<5led by others. • They arc likemfe 
the great fupport, not only of the trade and 
commerce, but even of the fafety and de- 
fence of Britain itfclf. It is from them 
chiefly that Britain has thoife CQtxtUnt iup-> 
plie$ of f(^amen and mariners, on which 
its very cxiftejoce as a nation fecms entirely 
to dependr-It ought never to be forgpt^ 
what v^as fo very obfeivab]^ in the beginning 
of our Qiaval eqiiipmen^. jp January and 
February 1754* vvhep pur. (hips were 
detained by a long continuaincp of contrary 
winds from returning from America, our 
fleets, fo neccfiary to prevent; an invaiioii^ 
could not be mann'd, ^U thofe fhips arri-» 
vcd from the plantatiQns--+-But if we give 
up any part of our plantations, or fuflfer 
^cm to fall into the l)and9 of the French^ 
^eir trade and commerce, /hipping and 
&a3nen,,. muft. profper ,tsxd encreafe, as 
much as (Qurs would deicUne and decreafe i 
and let any one confidcrj from the inva-r 
fion this nation was lately threatned with, 
what would be the <^onfequence of fucb 
events ! Ji inaall hallance might then have 
funded the fcales entirely againft us in their 
favoai:, which :th«y .rau(l updoub|ed Ijy ibon 

have 
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have by being fuiFered to fecurs their pre- 
fent pretenfions iri America. 

But however important thofe our con- 
cerns in America tnay be, it muft be own- 
ed; that the whole nation has been very 
negleftful of them. We feem to have 
paid no regard to them, *till the French 
opened our eyes about them, and made us 
take notice of them, whether we would or 
not And even then, when we were cer- 
tainly threatned with the lofs of the great- 
eft part of all North America, (which will 
plainly appear, I believe, from what is 
fhown in the following difcourfe, to en- 
danger the lofs of all our colonies there) 
many fcemed to f eckon this a matter of 
very little confequence, as fome would 
perfwade us ftill, if they could find any 
arguments for that purpofe. You have 
brought this nation into a war, fay they; 
for a port or two in Nova Scotia, or an 

Indian fort on the river Ohio. This is 

> 

what we were conftantly told by the am- 
baflador of our enemy himfelf— thefe are 
Indian -affairs^ of litfle confequcnce— • 
which I do not undcrftatid, nor trouHe 
myfelf with, faid he on many occalions^. 

But 



But if you will look into the following 
difcourfc, you will fee I believe very plain- 
ly, that this port or two, or thofc Indian 
affairs of fo little confequence^ amount to 
no lefs tl^an nineteen parts in twenty of all 
the continent of North America, which is 
much more than all Europe put together. 
But by fuch arguments as thefe wc were 
almoft lulled into a fatal fleep, 'till we 
fhould have had nothing but perdition be- 
fore our eyes, as foon as they were opericd. 
It is to prevent the like miftakes for the 
future, that we have endeavoured thus {o 
rcprefent them. 

The refult of this contcft in America 

between the two nations muft furely be, 
to gain a power and dominion, that muft 
fooner or later command all that conti- 
nent, with the whole trade of it, if not 
many other branches of trade -, which muft 
all fall into the hands of France, fooner or 
later if we fufterherto fecureher prefent en- 
croachments on the Britifh dominions in 

North America, as will plainly appear from 
jthe following difcourfe. This is the fubjed: 
of the conteft in America. And when 
the two nations, who want neither cou- 

nig9 



rage nor afTedion to their caufe^ hatfei 
fuch a pledge as this at ftake, there is no 
wonckr to fee confiant jealoufies^ and fht^- 
iqatnt rujitures between them. ; But tbe)r 
who aj^ negligent m it, I am afraid, moft 
fufFer by it. This we hav6 learned alrea- 
dy from fatal experience ; which wd ho^ 
it eamiot be taken irnih to endeavour to 
prevent for the future. 

Not to mention any oth^r Confcqtrehtcis 
of the negled of our affairs in Aniericd, 
it was certainly this that has brought 
the nation into this prcfent war. The 
French indeed would endeavour ta pcr- 
fWade the worU of the very referfc, 
and tell us, it Was the too great at- 
tachment of the nation to its int^reft in 
America, that has made themi kiridle tlliB 
w^ in Eurc^. But if w6 inquibe into 
the real truth of the matter, it will Appear 
to every oae, that it was rather the little 
iiregard that this nation has all aloag paid tck 
its concerns in America, by whid^ odr 
frontiers there were left opttk and defeno^^^. 
lefs, and pur agonies u^iguarded and e^ 
pofed to the invafions of the French from 
all quartos, that has made them take thiv 
Cf^peitunity to febe a great part of the 

b Britifh 



Britifli dominions there*; which the nation 
has fo far negleded, that the French and 
others fcem to think, they did not belong 
to it for that reafon. If Nova Scotia had 
Been fettled, or otherwife fecured, after 
the treaty of Utrecht, when it was re- 
ilored to thisnation, there wouldhave been 
no occaiion for the late difputes or the 
■prefent war about it. The territories and 
iiibjedion of the fix nations of Indians in 
North America, which include the Great 
Lakes, river Obio^ and many other places, 
that had been conftantly contefted between 
the two nations, from their JBrft fettlement 
in America, were by that treafy likewife 
^iven up by France to Britain/Before that 
the French had endeavoured to extend 
themfelves into thofe inland parts of North 
'America, and to bring the pofTefTors and 
proprietors of them under their fubjec- 
tion ;- which they now gave up all pre- 
teniions to, and relinquiihed to Britain, 
that had a nior& juft^ and prior right to 
them. But all thofe countries have been 
fb far TiegleiSed by this nation, that one 
would imagine, it had no concern in them. 
Even the French that had quitted their 

claims 
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daims to: them, were allowed ito make aa 
much, or rather more u& <£them, than* 
we did ourfehres. It was for this.reafen^ 
that the French revived their claima to 
them, and feem toha^e imagined, that alii, 
thofe countries :that th,ey had given up, or. 
never had any right or title tp, belonged to 
them ; or at leaft that Britain would never 
conteft . them, in the; maimer they were 
refolved to do, and. enter into a war' on 
that account^ £nce the whole nation feem- 
ed to pay ib litde regard to them» 
• But as foon as^ the. eyes of our people 
came to be opened about . thofe . thing$> 
for which thejr were; beholden to the 
French, the only, qucftion with them 
ieems to be, who wiere the authors: of all 
this negled:\and mifcondud: ? This evecy. 
one would put off fixihx themfelves, and. 
lay upon thofe who ate obliged to bear all, 
itfecims, the Minijiry. ..Bxit it is to.be 
feared, if the miniflry, ok any others^ are 
to he loaded, with aQ the £iults, bad policy, 

* aegle^ts ^ and ^ mifconduiift 'of this natioDi . 
efpcdially in. Amenta, tifeey will be.mofer 
tbttL .man can bear, or ^nfwer for. _It 
wouUt-Appeara . (hat fome others have; a. 
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hand at .leaft in the management of our^ 
concerns in America, if tiot of the .more 
itnportant affiurs of government, as well 
ae the miniftryr The people of Bntain 
ieism to have their ihare in the manage*, 
ment of public affairs, efpecially relating 
to Aop^erica, as welt as the government* 
If we would.do juftice to our cauie then, 
we ihould'confider the condud of the one,> 
as vrdl as the other. And if that is duelyi 
ii^quu?ed into, it is : to be feared, that it 
will appear, the^gpvemment has had ra^> 
thkr too litde concern in our affairs in 
Af^tciczj infteadi of being the ibie authora) 
of all the mifcondud; in it. . . . i 

: This would appear to be the cafe, from?' 
the firii part of jout inquiry, conoerning 
tki^t^mfaSliom in our cokniei that gmeocr'. 
oqfion id the Fremh Encroachments^^ which: 
are plainly the cauic of all our prefeat 
lo&iand aiisfortunes inthem) and of the 
difficulties th^ natioA is brought into about 
thfm* And in thefe it will. appear, that 
the people have had^a much. greater hand^. 
diati^ the minif^ry; it may be faid per-* 
}iaps,:fchat a go^ernmitbt biaght tO'4n^iit 
etice and overrule -all the a£tion% ;qI^ th« 
peopki and to be anfwerable for them^;. 

: But 



Bot that does hot appear to be fo ealily' 
done iii a Britiffi government, nor fo agrees ' 
able to its conftitutjon. The happy con- 
flitution of the Brhifh government allow?.^ 
its fubjeAs many liberties and privileges, 
t Jje abufe of which, for their own private ' 
intereft, contrary to the public welfare, 
th^y have to anfwer for much more than 
tlje government. If the govennent inter- . 
pofes Its authority over them, there is aa* 
gFeat a clamor, or rather greater, about 
the breach of liberties and privileges, aa. 
about the neglcdl: of public concerns. Jt: 
i$ td'be hoped then, that the people 
and the colonies themfclves will confi-* 
dcr this, fo as to give fome attention to 
the public affairs that they are concerned: 
in, and ntet let the private vie\Vsiof any, pr^ 
party difputes of others, interfere with thQ- 
public intereft and welfare ; which is but 
too often the cafe where the people have 
any thing to do with public affairs: and that; 
the governin^t likewife will attend a little • 
more dofely to the concerns of the nation -. 
in America. !:' 

But let us not confine our inquiries ahoui: 
fuch important concerns to perfons, hut 
exteadthfeni to thirigs. Let us inquire 
'8 into 
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into our condu£t itfelf, and the reafons for 
it, inftead of the authors of it. If cither 
our miniftry or our people have been 
guilty of what others may reckon mifcon- 
dudt, it was perhaps by afting according to 
the bell of their judgement, and doing 
lyhat they thought was right, as well as 
many others. If their condu6l has been 
amifs then, it proceeds perhaps from wrong 
principles or falfe notions, inftead of neg- 
ligence. Let us inquire then into the no- 
tions and principles by which this nation 
ifeems to regulate all its condud: with re- 
gard to its colonies j which opinions of the 
people muft influence the meafures of the 
miniftry, and every one elfc. Such an 
inquiry may not only account for the paft 
condvrft of the nation in, America,. but may 
help to reform the future perhaps, which 
ii of much more confequence. 

' The faife notions then that this nation 
feems to have entertained concerning its 
colonies, which appear to have influenced 
many opinions and meafures relating to 
them, and to have been a great caufe of 
the negled of them above reprefented, and 
confcquently of our prefent lofles and dif-. 

torbances 
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turbances In them^ m^y be reduced to the 
following heads : .; . 

I. It is well known, that our colonies 
in America are rather more under the 
tuition and influence of the merchants iii 
Britain, than the government perhaps ; an4 
that all public meafures relating to them 
arc very much influenced by the opinions 
of our merchants about them. But the 
only things that they feem to attend to are 
the profits of trade. When we talk of 
thofe remote and inland countries in Ame^. 
rica. What do the)r produce, or, what will 
they fetch ? fay they. This, it is true> is 
neccflary to be confidered likewife, but it 
is not the only thing to be attended to. 
The great thing to be confidered by all 
flates is power and dominion, as well as 
trade. ' Without that to fupport and pro- 
tect our trade, it mud foon be at an end. 
But if we confider the vaft extept of thofe 
inland countries in North Arherica, and 
the numbers of natives in them, ^ith the; 
ftill greater numbers of people they muft, 
maintain, the power they muft necefiarily 
give to any ftate poffeflTed ofthem muft. 
sip|)ear to be very great, and fufficient to 
command an the trade of America. ' It is 

by 
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by afting upon this principle, of gaining a 
power and don^inion, that the French 
have gained fuch a trade with it ; have 
OVtrron our colonies in the manner they 
hkve done, and muft foon worm us out of 
flittn altogethw-'i fo Iqng as we mind no4 
lAdng in' Britain but trade, and nothing ht 
America but planting. It i& for want of 
Mttndiiig to this in tiitie diat the trade of 
this nation. now fufiers iamuch, and mbft 
be fik>n ruined altogether, if we contin.uo 
tS'Hii tfn thefe prmcrples; 
• 2. 'But e^n m point of trader and inw 
iAt^msi rdkirns to Britain^ thafe mland 
d)iintri€fft • in- Nof tb America are . nrncb 
£M6r(6 vateable, thin any ieem to reckon . 
tJi^nV. Itisr gcMJ^faliy inhagined^ tliattbey are 
f^i^itiotdf diat nothing can be bcought 
froife tl»At<^ BritaJn. Btit we fee "by the 
a^66u!!¥tl^ bf tlieni "^haeai prodigious and 
dMfeti^e i^ftte^-caj'tiagi there is allofer 
llMAiy 1^ Wbkh any 4X)rmmodities ahnoii 
i6ajr be brought &om them to convem^ 
^t^ pott& fot a Brkiiih mad&et^^ h was 
but a fewyeara ago,: and io this |>ri9rQPt. 
^^ that we foeib to hav.e:i;$okope^ 9ay; 
IImck ws^h.fctting in cwf; )ol^CCp>eplftrv 

vkM^ be|£Ond. tbe ftiUl'<^ih$i<hf i^ii of^^^^ 
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myigation for Britifh vcffels, bccanfc it, 
wasimagincdy we could not bring tobacco 
from them : but now thofe places are bp^ 
come the center^f thefe colonies^ and tOt 
bacca is made and brought to ; Britaaji 
from beyond the ApalacheaOrOiountain^ 
and has been for fomeryears. Butifvf^ 
can bring fuch a cumberfome and bulk; 
commodity as tobacco. from tbencci-lko^ 
much eafier will it be to tranfpqr^ otbef 
lighter commodities from the remote^ > 
parts of thofe inland cojunfaries^ efpeciallj( 
by the navigation they aiTord ; an4 there 
is no doubt^ but that many fuch comnqo^ 
dittos hereafter mentioned, might be m^d^ 
in them i not to mention the gre^t quaa-r 
titles of fkins and fiirrs, the ridh^ft comnfo^ 
ditiesin all North America, that arego( 
in them without either rifque or charge i 
with which alone the French colonies ar(^ 
able to make fuch ja figure^ and to vie 
with us, in the manner they have lateljF 
done. ... r' 

3. Many others aga^i feem to pay litttc 
regard to the colonies in any reipeft, anil 
look upon them only as a drain of pocplp 
out of the nation, that might be more 
'sat Ibbmc perhaps ; by which thia 

c nation 



tiation may be exhaiifted of its people, as 
^pairi has been, fay they. But let them 
confider, what thofe people do that 
go to the colonies. They are* certainly 
the great and principal fupport of all the 
trade and manufaftures of the whole na- 
tion, without which the people in, Britain 
would make but a poor figure, if they 
could even fubfift as an independent nation. 
Every one that fettles in the plantations 
maintains at leaft fix people in Britain, in 
the opinion of the befl: judges *• " And 
** the continual motion and intercourfe 
*^ our people have into the colonies, may 
" be compared to be§s of a hive which 
« go put empty, but come back ag«in 
<* loaded 5 by which means the foundation 
"of fnany families is laid. "-f- 3cfides, 
our colonies are a grpat receptacle of num- 
bers, pf foreigners from all parts, who 
both ftr^ngthen and enrich the Britifh db*^ 
minions^ without taking any people firom 
Britain. But on the contrary, whpn the 
trade (jf the colonies is thri/mg and tpfof- 

^Z^^itJoJIah Child on txiA^ :' irr. r- 

'•'*+(?«; on o«clfl,p?ig.t5i. ;■. , . • ,. -r -h ^^■-■■r 
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pferoiis^ it brings and has brought more ' 
people' to Britaiii perhaps, than all they 
ever took from it; who are all an addition 
to 'thy BHtifh iftrength and' power. 
""k; But the falfe and groundlefs hbtion • 
that fcebis* to influence inany peopte's^ 
oprni6iis arid ' conduft with regard to the 
- cttlbnies, !s, the ftar of Iheir rebelling, 
and 'throwing off their dependence on . 
Britain. The little' Toundation there is 
for fucK aft bpinion, ahd the imprac^ca- 
btlity of the thihg, has bten very well cx- 
pbfed idready!^ by Mr.' Gee in his excellent 
diicourfa on trade. But there is rib argu- 
ment'like texperiehce and matter of fadt,*^ 
of which Wetiave the plaiheft ihftances' 
now befdre our eye^. ' We' fee, that all* 
ourcdldhies in North Amcnca^are not able 
to -refift a handftrirbf French, but are^ 
likely to be otferrun by afcw ragamufEans 
inCadada i aftd how will they ever be' 
aUjc to %ithftand the whole force and na-' 
val^power of Britain, that commands the 
nalrigatibn of the feas, without whith our' 
colonies could not fubfift for a twelve- 
month. This theri is a hbtion of the 
moft dangerous confequence, if it influen- 

,w£J0.1t:v. ^ 2 ces 
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ces any of our cpcafivres relating to. the co^ 

loni?^ and efpecially to l?t the French. Iw^e 

a power nigh thenri to keep them in zvfj^f 

It was never known, furely, that any^ flate^ 

jealo^is of* two.others, ever thought it to be 

it& intereft to allow them to have a.ppweT; 

nigh one another, that giay at any time he 

united againft it. They who are of this 

o^ion mufl; fupppfe, that France is to. 

b^conie ^n auxiliary to J^ritaip, to pre^vxjt 

its colonies, tradp and commerce J ^ut. we 

ihould rather ' believe the very, contrary^ 

t^at. France endeavours to deprive Qiitaia 

dfaUthofe three four<:es of her power ai^df 

prb%eri:y, ^$ much as is in her povwr j 

and'th^t if our colonies were inqHxu^ 

We to rebf^l, 5*rance would both ei^ 

copf^ge them, to it, and fupport them in, it ; 

which fl?e may cafily da by having' an. in^ 

^ixcnce over them. We fee ijo grisat harm 

indeed, in their remaining iq Canada^ 

providing they a^re confined to thqir. juft 

^nd lawful bounds i^ it; which it w.i)lbe 

^tio eafy, matter to 4o, vyithputa.coR/fe^t 

i guar4 and a fufficient fp^ce py^r tb^mt 

S\4if^ Aey.are a[loyved tp go aoy far*^, 

.wpm^y fjF^.thc fftt»l 6fe(a^,iqf,i^.ffflp 
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^9t has. already. haj^peae;d ewtkf^y &oa^. 

. £^t howevqc remote ^ Qoofid^atioa 
is.at^prejfeA(i as^l6^]3^doobtcdly is, it ouglib 
iffithoufi dpubfr tQ^vbe the cate .o£ Britato^ 
tQ^eft^bliOl hercolofibs on fuch a footiag^ 
a$ to.feoi^e t^fjr depeocMnce. heneaftey^ 
when it may . Ipe io danger |iBfhap6. An4 : 
this, it i& iijt^gined, /be oi^y do b^. proanE^n . 
ting both their welfare and lier -own^ inh 
fte^^of checking their growth^ xxr.hfktg 
them under any other inconvenience. The 
thing, that breeds a. jealoofy between Bri^ 
tain and her (iolonies is. not powe^ but 
manufadur^ an, vibkh* they intpri«fe 
with. one a{K>thep< And as the people m» 
creaie, thbir manufaiSiijreSs arid the necef* . 
i}ty for tbi^niy. moft increafe likcwiic ; 
which wMl be' the firft caufe' of a rapture 
between Biitainiind lier colonies, if ever any 

foch thing ha:ppen6. Now- the only way 
to prevent this, if the pebplfc g;rt)W nume- 
rous in the colonies, is, to put fome dther 
'employments in: their haiids^ that may 
ierv6 them inftead df mahufaidures, and 
r^«y tii^e them depend upon, Britain fbr 
f h^ viry-mcani'^bf tH^ir fttpporti Of futrh 
-'^' employ- 
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cmplt)ymcnts there are* numbers, which"' 
both they and the whole nation have the' 
gneateft occafion for 5 as ihe making of 

Mff]rpy Flak-, Silkj fFine, O//, RmJtnSy Cur^ - 
flints, AlfMnds^ Indigp, Madder ^ Salupetre'^ 
Fotajh^ Ir'Mj Pitthznd Tirrr, with Timber^ 
2xA aU xithcr Naval Stores ; all which ^ 
lAight bei'eafily made in feme one or 
other of our plantations in North America, 
and' they are the very things that this na- ' 
ttoh chiefly wsihts.* It appears from an ' 

.*, Thetrc^foQ^why ihafe thiogshayeitot yet-becitmade' 
in ji^ujT/ colonies h, th^t the way of making them, efpecU. 
alty to atiy advantage, To as to turn to account, is not an* 
defdeod-by oui". people there-; andfeeitis'to^be at little 
kiio^ in. England.: The£s arc fo;i;eign«mploynienC8 an4> 
maoafadtures, if .w^ may call them fo, that are unknown 
to Engliltimcn'' hotK af honie aniT abroad ; which is the 
only re-lion why they have not yet been attehipted with 
fuocefs in our plantations in Americ9» as reap afToVe thp, 
public from a due attention to them for many years, both 
here and there. " 

Of this we have the moft convincing proof in Pe//r/{J.' 
Thar has been often attempted in bur colonies, but could 
never be made to turn to account. The reafon is, they 
don*^ (b much as^nbw whit Po^ap' is, but take it to te" 
only'aconlmon fait of afhes made by lixivfation, and that* 
both in Britain and the plantations. This appears from'' 
the 'government having lately given a reward, of 3,000! 
fterKit^'IfeffWiJlttng firch a common MtxivialYalt, that is* 
na^e by ^ry chemift's apprentice, and even by thecofo- • 

eflipiate 
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eftirqate that has been mad^ -^f theirt, 
that Britain does not lay out iefs perhapi 
than^ three millions a year upon thoGs com^ 
modities, and thatchiefly in moneys wfafch 
drains it of its Aibdance,: and keeps up a 
ballance'of trade again (I the nation, wbtlb 
it might be fupplyed with them < from liit 
colonies for maniifadurjcs. : This; would 

mon coDDtry people in .£ngla;id« both for ^eychcouftf^^ 
acdforthofe chat make it into Fearlajh by-.calcinii^^C 
again. Bat the cotaimodity that is wanted oy the name 
of Potajh in Britain, is made with much lefs labour and 
expence than any of thefc lixivial falts; and at the Aune 
time contains the .whole fubftance of the a(hes, iaflead of 
nothing but the little fahthat is in them ; while it beitrsk 
greater price in Britain ;. by which means there is notMk 
perhaps than atho«fanA p6r cent, difference in the proiiti 
of making right Potafi^ and this fait of aflies that the go* 
vemment has purchafed the art of maki'ig for the bcntft 
of the colonies! ,r - rr ; / ' • • 

Hy thefe means the making of that commodity in oar 
colonies mull father be prevented, than encouraged. And 
we may fay the fame of all the other commoditiei httt 
mentioned, of which I have known ij^ari;rji^ke.jnlkncctf^ 
which i could not but take notice qf on that. account. It 
is only for fuch reafons as thefe, that a notbn prcvaiU 
among hiany unfkilfal people,, that thofe comi^dici^ 
cannot be made in America, wher^ there are^^U^t.^ne^^nr 
vemences for making thena that could be defired> if it vfdk 
Tlgh^^y fc^ abbut. I have known tryals made of them all» 
that wonW convince apy iiitellij;ent pcrfpn pf l*P;P#bi% 
of mi»ki^g ^^^ ^!^ 9^ colonies to the beil ^vantage. . 

be 

8 
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he the way both to fcCure the deperidanctf 
of the colonies, and to reap the benefit df 
them ; and at the fame tiitae to promote 
th*ir growth and prosperity like wife. If 
the colonies depended upon making thoftr 
commodities, they muft depend upoii 
Britain to vend them, and could not fubfaft; 
to^thout her ; as we may fee by the tobac-* 
CO and fugar colonies, who depend entirely 
vip6ti making fuch commodities for a Bri- 
tifti market. At the fame time Britain 
Hitt)Qld then have fome depen dance on the 
Colonies forthofeneceffaryprodufts, \^?'hich 
would make their intereft and dependance 
thotual, and more clofely conneAed toge- 
thfer. And it would certainly be mo- e profi- 
table to thecolonies themfelves to make thofe 
commodities, than to make manufadtures. 
They are the produce of lands, that are* 
both ciieap and in plenty in our colonies > 
whereas tnanufaftares ate the produce of 
labour, that is both feat ce and dear in 
diemy and require many hands and im-- 
pWvcfficnts to arty on to any advahtage v 
all which -they are without, and thereBjr 
fpend their time upon manufadures to 

:^fitfl4^ 
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little or )io purpofe^ as we may fee by daily 
cxpefientib. * 

5. But .there is an obftrudtion to all 
tbefe improvements in our colonies^ efpe* 
cially in the northern colonies on the con* 
tment, where they arc moft wanted, that 
iS infurmduntable, and makes it impoflible 
for thiem ever to attempt them, in any ge* 
nerd manner! at leaf!:, fo as to turn to any 
confider^ble account to this natioi), £> long 
as thofe colonies remain in the fituatioh 
th^^ are in at prefent, that is, by being 
furrounded on all jfides by the French* 
This' indeed I perceive. is not underfbod. 
,tnd will hardly be believed by the goner 
rality of the natioq^ who. appear to be car 
tirely unacquainted with, the -way in whic^ 
thefe and all other jpommodities; are. and 
ought to be made for a Britlfh market in 
the cojonie's. ; but it is, fo evident to me, 
from a due attendon and refiedion .upon 
thofe things for many years, that this cpn- 
fideratipn alopq has chiefly induced me \q 
be^at all die, p^ins I have been to ^nake . 
.the.(ia^Qn fepfible pf the real ipcoqvea^nr 
ce$ it fvififers by the French encroach-r 

m^pts, which are fo great, that th^ 

d muft 



( aotyiii ] 
nu^ at l^ fbef^ive thi^ imtion lof 
the benefits and advantages of ks* ootosies 
PQ the contir)^Dt of Aroerijpa, is «)gi«tf{ m^a- 
ii»r«, if D0t j«>f thitrfe colonw UwmftSw. : 

The i-wfw <^ thi$ is, tbdt.tfoofc cda- 

AiCf, iioweyer Urge ami cxtea&YC (offtc 
jpfty think thena, h^ve not l»pd» ?t(>^r^ 
fyr malung thefe commodities and ia%- 
movements fpr Britaip^ £> long, ^{i they ar^ 
/virrounded and henup^ in by the French^ 
la the manner they now are* Thi^ is « 
CEiatt^r of fa(t tht»t muft appear ^o fi)l thdt 
tte well «equ<ufited with tk$ way of mtr 
jbing thefe or sny commodilf eb fen: BrittJ6 
in our colonies, which I aiii forry to lee^ 
iftiat fo few p€;opi€ are, or ever hav0 af>>- 
plyed themfelves to confider^ None of 
tiiefe or any other commodities are or caft 
be made in Nordi America for Britain, 

but where good lands are fo cheap, > as to 
lie worth nothing in a manner. Theii: 
iabour is fo dear, th^ if they have to juy 
>d price for lands with it,, it will never turn 

to account to make any of thefe grc^s an^ 
eheap commodities upon tbem, and after^ 
wards to be 5t the .charge offending theift 
\o Britain* Tf'hey' can hardly' alFdtd lb 

make 






MOakaibmiicg dwil ovtm uie in the 
pkntatiotii, and far Ie£r for Bdtain. 

This k ai nmtiroffaet thiti: maft be 
obvious to all who ha\?c dmljr attended td 
filch things in our colonies tfaemiclves ; 
frfaick I am forry I cannot rmkc others 
(q &flfibl6 eSi as the importance of die 
iub)o& reatty f equirea. Bur th^y may 
eafiSy ptedcvt thk by aeeemding to tftt 
ilate of Mf norChem colonies on the eon^ 
tinent) where they neithc* do nof can iti 
their prdfeM fitc(ation- make any comrnck 
dity for Britain s ^nd by cofUparli^^ it with 
our ibutkern coloaies, wtieire they rnake 
the gf eaad plenty of one of the gfofleft 
and cheapoft commodkksr perhaps that is 
made any where, I meafir tobacco* In (he 
Isft of f hc^ ch^re are hm lew people e«i 
tended all o^r ^ wid^ and fpacions coun- 
tty nigh 215a mites between the fea and 
mountains, abounding with great plenfty 
of fruitfol tands^ fit to prodiicc this or any 
other commodity for a Britiifh market; 
ferot in the northern Colonies, there ate 
great numbers of people hemmed in with- 
in a huhd^red miles between the (ca aricl 
jmountamsi by which their good lands (that 

d 2 are 



9K fcarce) as their lands in general are but 
mean) are too valuable to m^keLany.of 
theie or other grois and cheap conim6di- 
ties upon them for Britain. . Lands^fittd 
produce foch commodities are already 
worth from forty Shillings to five^ pounds 
tn acre in moft of our northern colonies; 
•s they are more or lefs conveiiient ; 
whereas the lands that have produced to-> 
bacco, or any commodity for Britain^ have 
been ibid generally for iive pounds a bun-^ 
iJred acres, or at moil ten pounds. ' The 
only proper lands almofl We h^ar of m 
j^ew^TorA in particular^ for making hemp 
and flax^ nre on the Mobawks river, where 
we are told that fome lands are worth 40I 
an acre, and upwards.' This is as dear as 
Icuids are in England, where thofe com* 
modities are not made on that accdunt; 
rven to be confumed here y and how can 
^o/cy ever be expected to be made, fo long 
as this is the cafe, in America, and bete 
d}0 charges of tranfportingfuchgrofs g^ 
bulky commodities from thence to Britaim 
Tljis^ is owing to the French having; feized 
|be ys^txsiOip of fertile laijd? iathat pror 
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w^C€\ on thehkcs Cbampldini Onterioizud? 

JSricrif^cj by which dieircft arc fodear,' ' 

:.\^-hcrc':lands^ are dear and fcarce^ audi 

tbe.peo[da numefous, that is^ where theyt 

arc hemmed inand confined froioti extendi 

]0g thero&lvea, their good lands 'arc an^ 

muft be tak^ up entirely in producing 

^rn and .the necefiaries of life» and the 

people become farmers as they are in firi*^ 

taip> inftead of being planters to make-any' 

commodity that is wanted in Britain^ as 

we fee they are in our northern^ colonies 1 

whereas in the fouthern colonies or anf 

others^: where they make fuch commod^t 

ties for JBritaiiiv their whole labour fs and 

muft be chiefly bellowed upon them dona^ 

and they muft get the neceiTarics^ of life with 

little or no labour, £*oin what the cianll 

produces in a manner of dtfelf, or at leaft 

with little kbour and cuhurc, otherwi& 

|hey could not live by making thofe gro6 

9Ik1 cheap commodities for Britain; For" 

this rcafon wherever they make fuch cdm^ 

moditiesiithcy muft have the greatfeft plehi 

ty o£ land; and -a; iargfc range, as tKey call 

it, for^eir ftotk of creatures, whldfi iH-^ 

manrter muft maintain themfelves, inftead 

of 



of being maintabedby thchJtxMi of men, 
wbore fucb kboor is beftowedi upon ma^ 
king thefe conunodkies. A tobacco pkn- 
tft in Virginia and Maryland^ for example, 
wbece the lands in general are much better 
fhiii in any part of North Aoocrica, reckons 
Ite.fi^ould hate fifty acres of knd for every 
vOrker, as they generally run. Where 
they are confined to lefs, they either leavtt 
off naaking tobacco, as all our wbke peo-^ 
pie have done in a great nEieafare inthe lower 
pai ts^ of thofe countries^ fo make the nok 
cei&ries of life> corn, provifioiisandcloatlw 
img ; or are obliged to remove to and bet^ 
yo»d the Apahchean mountains, whertf 
^sy may hare plenty of good and frelh 
Itodfr ; as a great part of the poor people 
ill the tobacco colonies^ have been obl^ed 
fo do of late. If they are confined then 
within the Apalachean mountains, as ch^ 
nmft be by the French encroachments 
Vpon the Obioy they v^ill foon be forced t0 
leave of making fuch plenty of tobacco as 
tl^y have done, or any other fach cheap 
fommodity for Britain ; and vriU not be 
able to make them there, and fend them 
tOL^Britain^ fo cheap as they are made in 

other 
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vdier parts bf Europe, wlale ihey ham nn 
&CBrky for die trade but id maikae tfacm 
cheaper^ As It it, there ate none hatdAj 
in 'all bur tblonies that make tobacco^ or 
fAhtr cointnodities for Britam, but ikvcs^ 
whofe maintenance is made to coft fo Ik^ 
jde : the ^i^hitb |>eople cahndt get neceflk> 
lies by^ch enqilo^isieiits, but are obliged 
to m&ke tb^m tbemlelvesjimkrs they hay^ 
great pje0ty of^ood ^mdft^Qi wood landf 
fit for the purpofe ; which wood lands Ojpi 
to a plimter ia Noith America wlnat a 
dunghUl ift to a farmer in Britaioy that th^ 
caiimot do without, at leajO: uule6 th«]f 

have large ftocks, wblch our pli^nCeri 
tibere fcldom or never hjBve. . . 

The €i>groi&r$ and foreftaller^ of landf 
then Inour cplonies, whether it i^ by Jarg^ 
patents, proprietary or cbarter grants, or 
French e^croachn^nts, if they enhance 
2nd raife the price of lands, as they gene- 
rally do, deprive Britain of bioft of the be* 
nefits and advantages oif its colonies, and 
muft do it in a manner entirely at laft* 
This is the way by which the northern 
colbnfefe never have j^nd never will make 
any commodity for Britain, in their prefent 

fituation. 
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■&iaaiioaf_..c'Thc. ipofutiy iodced is mgre 
JtODfnjpVf^ jn tbemi, in farming, trades, ma- 
,;iici^a3ur^8 aiid:tc»viis, but theie improve- 
liiaits.turA,,ta no account to Britain, but 
fii^-jiis ciQotraryi-bterfere with it. The 
«^?conumpditie& inadp ia ttele iiiorthern 

;.8ad:,(hipf, wiiich arc^npt j^^wtjlj^^'of 
;JirMJ9iii';tbcir-la*ids aw.fleidicr in/;(q^J^t^t 
; irten^r goi: c^ea|> enoiig^ for . thixfc pur- 

poCeS^ ':r; _r ;'■;'- ; -.^l; -. /,, '" ,^ ' 

.£ -T^,i;hicif^«ple<^Uipfe northern colo^ 

■ lifcs,iif;^v«^;b«y;aEe,pmt'4,a a fituatloij,^ 

iJKake dn7•«ot»blQdi^l^^Bntlin, m^ftbe 

bempandiflaz^ ipJik^iCOft this njicipo sigh 

batf a million '^rifli^ , n tyeor, and that 

(^fcfly iiii!inan<i^, Tvlvlit tMy^ght Cave 

• that fum yenrly fey; flagJos^g thefc two cop»- 

ffloditied^onfy H^itho pltotflti^Bfi. _ .But to 

;- put our coloniesin-a .ntuati(»i to make 

thdb and otlicr commodities <o i^ay ;ad- 

^^ant^ge,' the ^people that are alieady ^ 

(beii^fllould be extended aU over ,S^f^ 

■.Aof.-lake Cbamphini I^eO«/<?rfehaftdi^ 

t^reatcfl: -part of lake £n«>,.;.withjl^ji,W" 

.-Ofca; otherwifc i^cy jace-tpo^flg^^p^jl^^p* 

"Vti^tql- planters- of, compQdiep%;^ii?£e 

.-•? wanted 
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wanted in Britain, and muft become no«* 
thing but a fct of farmers and manufa^<< 
rers, as t})iC, people in Britain are. Tbis 
they already are in the northern colonics, 
by being confined to towns, and villages, 
or in forts and garrifons, to defend them- 
felves againft the French and Indians, that 
furround them on all fides. To make a 
commodity for Britain, the people miiil 
extend themfelves up and down the 
woods, where there are good and conve- 
nient lands for that purpofe, s(s they are in 
the tobacco and rice colonies 3 which they 
can never do, if they are hemmed in axxl' 
fiirroahded on all fides by an enemy^ 
' By this we may perceive a very falfe no- 
tion that every toe almoft fccms tp enter- 
tain of our colonies^ to wit, that we have 
colonies and land enough already, if not 
too much. This is fo far from being 
true^ that, to make our colonies turn to the 
ac:count they might and would be of to 
Britain, the people that are already la 
'them fhould be extended over twice as 
^iriuch land as they now occupy ; unlefs 
^*yj3u would make a lex agraria in theoi, 
"apd take ipany people's lands and proper- 



tic* from them for the public ufe, ind dl^ 
viddthcm among die pebplc in geiiertl,' 
irbcn they do not cultivatie them', as H 
but too much the cafe in all borcol^-' 

•Bat SiF'OUP colonie* want nkkh to maKtf 
commodities for Brm^A^^'fMtht, hov^ 
much' more viiW they do it hcjfeafter ! The 
number ttf people iii them is* ohfcrvfed tO' 
be' doubled every sge, or thirty odd years,* 
and wheft that happens, they muft become 
artifls iVrftead of plahtef^, and manufac- 
turers^ of Briti(h comrfibcfities, as doathifig' 
and dther ncceffaries, otherwife they can" 
never be fupplyfed v^ith -thiem, unlefs they* 
have great room to pfoddce commodities 
enough to purchafe them. Thcfc colo-^ 
nics Mfill. then be a cbnftant charge and- 
exppnitc to 'Britain, efpecially if the French' 
furtrbUnd them, as theynow do, while they 
will be little Or no advantage to it, but ra-^- 
ther a lofs perhaps by interfering vmhf' 
Britain in its ftapte commodities. Evcir* 
at prcfent all the returns of our colonies btt" 
the continent of America to BritaiB doesT 
not amount to above ten or twelve fliil-^ 
lings a hcadperhaps, for dll the people in^- 

them 
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th^ takeo tQgfitbefv iwbich k ; not > fuffii^} 
cipnttccioath tlunn, bcfidesthe maojrotherr 
ncx:e0arks and fuporfiaitiea the^ waat and; 
gtltificpia Britain. .1/ : .: :• .; 

If all thofe things are rightly Coniidcrcdy' 
tho jpjench ^encroachmenta and po^f&ms 

1^% fliidiproye <^ miic^. worib .ccniifi^ 
qseijcc tt) .Britain,-iffban:aqy ?amo^ «» 
focm IP pj^d>end* Tb^ may.'pwbiapsibo' 
aa iinp£k>?enient /to the, ^qs^DJeiB ia ^ ar ts; 
trades^ manufa^hireis ^nA towna^ l^u.t thfUE 
wjU deprive Br itam/O^ . aJl ; tins ^a^ytntag^ 
of ,tfaern^ . Tiuf colony .of <iwiad^ rfkaie^ 
in%aifi€aot ^ ibmcseckbariti /andl^as it 
hd& hitherto. beea^indepd>:ba» deprived 
Britaifi ^ of the labour. iDf ni^ one half of 
thit pec^e fit' has^m Nortiv Axneriea/ bf 
coiufiiiing ihtm to towns ^ and townihipa 
foi/ their feicurity and defence, by which 
they are (d>Uged to beflow their laboar 
on : ifeianufa<£tones; inftead^ of cuttivaiing 
^^1? l4nd$ for ;Britaifi«^If this is rightly 
confidercd, there is not fach an objedion 
agaifift ;Diir }Xaking St^eCj or any othe^ 
place, an ihmiday a& moft people feem to 
iniagiofi!<c;6That indeed is a coniiderable en« 
. ^irrta. e 2 tcrprize 
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t&priie^ which i like flI^^tber$ of thaE IdfS^ 

Ijitition y for which tiafbn wc <toDfidct> 
lK>th fome of the advantages and ^difaid^ 
vintages bf it in thc'foHowifrig difcoudc^ 
tfab4afE'<>f ^ich ap^eiar to tne to be^or^ 
iticdiifidefdbfo, if atiy if^'j ;elpect&llp >tf 
wfetiinftdttn tha»Jthi» May prove: tht^ (hoIrtJ. 
eft'wiy t6 rci»t*Jth« l^re»th out of* all their 
d&^r <6^ti!kthmwu\ undbrits]^ them yto 
tb2lf(m-:^tf'^{d6tiy^ ^f tteur- is tor be Mioae 
irtd^ed^ftjr'iftiy^her meaOTt ; i*( i , -^W 
^»^^6^«TBat thetdirean^onof ali ^ofe^Jraigs^ 
is' eiftrtititeHi t6' ^many paeqiie.in otH)coio-- 
tii<£^s^^ho hanro^but^few joc »^ 

-6|i^eing isio4Qain$cd)j i»l[itbuth<^tih>: >T^y 
''%^it& n(M^'thatdnterdou9re:ahd)eorre%i0nd^ 

Ahc^^withithe^mote nmpvortd par^i^^^e 
^^ridi^i th^'is necxtfiary-vta^iiifQCCriifilQ^ 

iS^k&mf dxifig9 reh^w^ tat^dfitj^vtots^c 
^^ |inl^ediat^xcotiQtfrn&at;i!tt»DM|7c^^ 
' ^Wltbkvei^kffairai Wtth^^ifip^4pM^iMS&i^ 
nthtjromy he &id nevcfj torteik liar^Jpc^- 
r: y9rtditheufmoak> of ftheiTr owft chfpQiQies. 
I €>fcrtiifisi tvte^havte autpj&^lg^a^/inil^Afes 
c^ iii.oth£)kSonda£t^ of: dmiir.^ afFiHrSriv\r|i)3(>|he 

French. They fccm nevi^iYtq h^fvis^n 

, - apprized 
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a^i^ed <5f thc^ defigns of th?, French 
upon thems 'tiU they w^rcj^. their very 
doors j and to be ftill lefs acquainted with 
tibSirightSt and claims of the nation id 
Ad)!erica> which th^y feem hardly tq c;x-^ 
tend beyond their private pl^tatioss ; by; 
whidi: ifey ha»e kt the Fr^inch overrun 
tfacrnBrttilb xlominions a\l around thenu 
in the mftnner tliey have done, ^ wi^ iitdo 
i>r (iio oppofitioin frona-eur-cK^^^ who 

were ehidiy concfttn^d in^^ventipg theni* 
When the government deoifinded* an ao 
:'CQinBt from the coloi^ies of (be encroach* 
ments that ^'tfnere; or were lBce}yrtavb(r> 
imd^tnpufl^ thena*, dley •feeraHto have ^p* 
vpidbendednonid}^ ow)^{>l|f}*- 

Utkttid were fafe iii» the meani tinie ;• whidt 
appears to have been thertocc^fion/ of the 
fe(^lifecatity:>w and 4if the little 

^" ^gard'lharwas: ibowb ta th^ protediion 
' df'^i^rdonraoaons^iin. A ithe 

'hte '^i?^ i when att oar diflarbaneet * and' 
telTfeSitt them might ^cafily/ hanre been 
Ibrtfeen, by any that were acqoainted with: 
' tt** Vlevi^e ^Spd defigns of the Frmich, • and 
- Is^ldifily^piwented by a due attention to 
^■^ihelM^dlitoKv-:. ..n- --m": ■ .;i,r-jr: 
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It was for djefc: rcafons, that l^c hare 
bee^ 9t thisvpaiofi to point dut- the viewd 
^(id . drfigns of the French apon oar coUh 
jokis^ ^n^ to^rcprefent their fitu^ion with 
cisgprd to them^ for the information of cue 
p^ppjeboth at home-^nd abroad. It was . 
?ttftainly for Want* of due information^ . 

II 

apd fi irightr opinion tionceriimg thollp 
thiols Jfii/tirQei ih^ this Aation has been ; 
le4 into fci^ dif&cultks about them ; ^nd 
it i% to be;>ie^rpd> chat a continuation of 
th^ .Aik&^ jo^eaA^res^ founds on the Ilk^ 

apjjnipnfii mifcfl! be prbdudH^je; t)f much 
y^^fe izofvf^qDieQces. For thcfe and manji 
other re^oms^. It Is the opinion of all, that 
nothing' i» tlk€^9 ^wanted, than to give thi) 
QfoiidafpfaneiijiiA accounts of its colcwiies; 
and a* trae infonnatton of the. ifituation ^ 
its ftffairs ^ !Ai3i^nca; '*as weU'as to (how 
tht^ coUmiet : thecn&hresfthe fit oatloh that 
tliey tre4n, arid^lbb defignsof tiiie Frendv 
itpon .then» ^' tiib^^whidh ^e^r - kpm to fad 
{p I'rttl^ ac()ua}gted with^ 'or at ieail ta pa]|f 

f . Thi* 4s-: t tfctrtg that Wt may fay ijr 

always? ^«ihaii.?b©en loftg^waat^d,- which' .;, 
we have entertained fomc defen to dp-fcn . 

- ' * many 



many years, but could nevef before be pre- 
vailed upon to comply with it. Tbetttariy 
di6Ferent opinions about thoCe things, and 
tHe ftill more different views -and* ioterefts 
w others, make it impofliblc for any ma» 
tb Tatisfy all parties about them; or to givfe 
his opinion of them, without being fuh- 
jeil to both cenfure and abufe perhaps for 
his ipains. Thofe things are recko<ied to 
relate to policies of ftate,whith private peo^ 
pic have nothing^ to do^ with 5 at ieaft they 
can-cxpedt but little fatisfa<Sipn- from bBing* 
concerned in the^^i efpecially in fuchcriti*^ 
cai^onjundlures. For thefeand niany other 
reafons* I had deftroyed what Ihadwnoto 
oii thefeand other things rclating^to* AmcJi.^ ■ 
rica, with an intent never to be concerned? 
with them again j and it is not without 
reluctance that I now am. Btit the lofTrs- 
we have fuftained in America thevaft' 
territories the French have ovierrim and ^ 
feemingly fecured there, with the threat- 
ning'*fituation we feem to be in oi> that ac- 
count, prevailed upon me atlaft to put pen: 
to p&per again, in this curfory linanner, 
about thofe things that l had formerly 
fpcnl ibme tinic upon j and to conlider the^ 

method 
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method of repairing thofe our loScs^ 
before it might be too late^ and out o£ our 
power perhaps to do it. 

In doing this our only deiign was to 
give a bare narration of matters of fiid^ 
chiefly relating to the fituation and import-* 
ance of thofe countries that the French 

have overrun and lay claim to in Ameripu 
t^at we might be able to form fome better 
judgement of thetp» than what feems to 
have, been hitherto formed at leaft by ms^ 
ny. Such a re^Nrefentatiqn of fads, relating 
to things that fo nighly concern- this na* 
tion, mud always be of fome ufe and ier* 
vice to it, let thofe countries belong to 
whoever they will ; and it is only thofe 
matters of fad: that we pay any regard to^ 
or intend to reprefent. It is from them 
alone, and from numbers of fuch fads, 
that we can form any_ juft opinions of 
matters of fuch confequence, or the import* 
ance of thqm ; which, it muil be owncdy 
^re. but little underftood by many, who 

daily give their opinions abput-them, uul 
would . influence our meafures relating«to 
themr . This I fliould be very forry to ^j^ 
tny-ferther than was xonfiftent with the 
general and public intereft and welfare of 

I the 
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the whole nation both at home and abroad ; 
which cjlii never fqffer furely by a fair re- 
prefentation of matters of fadt. ' All that 
we intend by fuch a reprefentatidn, 'par- 
ticularly of die French, encroachments^ is^ 
to (how what and where they are, and 
the 'c6hf6qaeiic6s'6r them ; and it is furely 
much better to fee the confequences of fuch 
"kings' in time, than to feel them ; as no 
one dan doubt but we muft do fbnte time 
or other, if the Frefheh*^ are allowed to re- 
ibairi in pofleflion of \he many entroach- 
Mtak they ha^e made upon os, which we 
fee no way attempt^ as yet to diipoifeft 
them df. 

The manner in which I have done this, 
r can neither cbihmend, nor altogether 
condemn • The greatiiefs and im portance 
of the fubje£t would hieive required ^nd ad- 
mitted a much fuller iand more -explicit 
account of it." But I had fpeiit as much 
time upon it, if not more, than my other 
aiFair^ would well permit ; which is the 
reafon, why I have not yet been able to 
oflbr to the ]Sublic the fecond part of this 
Aifdoxiiky relating to the rights and titles 
oy^thet^o nations in America, - that was 



partly 3rawn up with adefign to be printed 
herewith ; altho' the fiibftance of it is to 
Se Tounci in this part, which has fwellcdit 
to this ffze. 

■ ■ • • « ■ 

' It was not the defire of appearing in 
public, which has become fo very difa- 
greeabie, that it has hitherto determined me 
agaihft it, butthe importance of the fuSjed:,' 
whim it Teems to be fo little underftood 
by many at lead, that has made me attempt 
to give this account of it. Arid liow- 
ever 1 may have clone that, I doubt not 
but there will be objedions to it. The 
many different opinions about thofe things 
are never to be reconciled, 'till we come 
to have a more perfect knowledge of 
them. And it cannot be expefted, that 
any one perfon fhould be thoroughly ac- 
quainted with every particular at lead re- 
lating to fo many vaft and extenfive regions 
as thofe we treat of, which are fo little 
known to any. This we hope may be a 
fufficient excufe for any imperfedions or 
errors that may appear in our account of 
them. 

One objedlion to what we have advan- 
ced, we Cannot but take notice of here, 
relating to the number of people fuppof^d 

to 



tchbc^rs^cd andn/Q^ io-ai;o|i» ^ ou£ qalon 

pqrligp^ be.fo prQF"^ ^' ^^' ^Hus. puhljeki^ji; 
rcprejinte^ efpqciajl^ a^this.prejIi^nU.T^gi; 
V^ f4cU hqwevcr, 19. be waxiy, inpre op% 
tib^ w.e..i»9jce ijhcm. • But; tl;a& we. hav^ 

wljf by wcy late ?d^yices, ^ fin(pe. oui{ 
^lk>\teiBg accoi^iJts. were, vj'oj^e^ wji^iffh^ 
Vwe/flftQlUy drawn .up lafl wipter^^ a£c« 
qui: . Afnericon tcQQpsy .wqre difbap^efjii. aa4 
bcfoiTC. we bcarfd of any miore l?ping.f;^fe^. 
BiW it is. not our def\ga to give ^n accpjajp^ 
gf pur fofcq there at. prefent, faoit^fj^ rie^t 

preient the mtaAner, fn wl?,ich we J^aye =4l 
along a<3;^ in Afoprica. io geoqraJLi^ a^^ 
tfee fatal gonf^quences of it j whic|^. it k 
to. be iipded wo ihaU aqoiend fprqetime qm 
other,. whe;n our eyes copie tcjt h^ pp^n^pd. 
If we have doaetiiat,alrpady> itisfon^ucb 
the bett^f. But; it cannot be douttted^ 
that we have hitherto adted in the.^ weaj^ 
manner we have reprefe.nted, by W^jch wo 
have furtained fuch lofles : which it is our 
only defign to reprefent in general, with- 
out fo particular a regard to our numbers 
of troops at this or any other time.' And 
BTwehave aded in that manner before, we 
miy perhaps do the fame again. What 
nii Dcen may be. This we imagine it is 

f 2 . more 



tbore prudent to cauti6h againft, that we 
rnay be u^6n bur guard, than to magnify 
dur force and ftrength, as fome would CH- 
dcavour to do. It was by truftirig teo 
much to our ftrength, and defpifing oiir 
enemies; which is always dangerous, that 
has led us into our prefent difficulties from 
them. So at the beginning of the faft 
campaign in America, we were told'-that 
we had 16,000 troops there ; notwithftarid- 
ing which we loft OfwegOj and did nothing 
befides: And many accidents at leaft may 
happen, that may nrrake our lofs as great 
in this campaign perhaps ; which we fedm 
not to be well prepared againft, if^they 
(hould happen, as far as We can lee. at 
leaft. Even if we (hould fucceed in all 
the fchemes that are faid to be intended, 
how are they to recover Niagara^ j or 
Fort du ^uefne, the only two things al- 
tnoft we have to do ? You may fay the 
French will give them up for other pla- 
ces : but I don't fee, that they are fo v?ry 
complying, unlefs they are forced to it. 

So likewife the people of Penfylvafiia 
are faid to have amended their forQier 
ConduA, as here reprefented, and to have 

raifcd 
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ratfed coniideral^. fuppUes^ l0r tfppofing 
the enemy ; which we £hould lie' glad to 
fee the good efFefts of, rath^r-thaii to hear 
tell of it. It is certain, that we ha?e yet 
fecn nothing hut loffes upon loflbs, wiA 
vfcfy difinal arid- threatning con&quenccs 
of them, unlefs' they are ffreviented in 
titnq. If our <iok>nies continoe' in the 
^vided ftate they" have been in, /^^ and we 
iHtt remain ^ inactive in Ameri<» on ^ that 
and other accodnts, both thiey^ana this 
naitfon' will h^e rcafon to repckit it pfcrhfops 
as long as they have a being, '^- If -:the 
F^eneh once feeurrthemfcJvts-iri thofe 
places that i they have ufurped on t)ur 
frontiers in Artierici, we fccm tb tiave no 
way evef to bte freb from conftaiBt dinger, 
and perpetual jfotfrces of wars, chirgcaand 
expences from them. They have already 
overrun thofe countries only with a hand- 
fufljiof ragamuffins in Canada, and what 
may we not expeft from (landing armies, 
and redoubtable fortifications ered:ed every 
where upoii our frontiers ? Which we 
muft expc(?l: to fee very foon, unlefs they 
^ arfe tooted out of their encroachments in 
' ^•- 6 .lime. 



laaHCf^ lehkdi l^taannot jM fee that wq ma 

li^eiy! to'<k>i 

The flp^liod of doing: tbis is not fo 
SQUcbb (>tir^buf)»4i^ to io<|viire itito^ or oim 
d^fign tQifeprefeAt. Wq C9uld not^ how^ 
evetv pa^.Q^ rotn&accQUQt of it la tk^ 
following dUfCourfe,. wheiie. it inevitabl)!; 
caijfie ia.iOijp way. The gFcat difputft 
about tbat feomsto be» Wfaether it {hourtA 
be 4onft w^ Briti(h tro<^s^ or the foifcos 
of :9iir polonies? We are no^ at all cbnt' 
cera[&4 wbipb it ia done-withv providing 
it . js doBe. :; liut the dit^ef^yiry of opifuons 
abqixt tlie ^w^ of doling k iees^^ to snafci 
ua do Aothiog m it* Ail our pveparations) 
as we h^ve iaid, feem to have little tend^ 
ency t^ foot tjbe French 9ut of their erw 
eroachxne^ts in the inlaf)d parts of Ame-fc 
rica; thp.chi^f thing for which thenar 
tion mgaged in this war. How cxpcdiii 
cnt it,may be;to do tbat with Bridih 
tropps, fent from hence to thofe remote 
inland^parts of America, through fomany 
difHculties, with fo many charges > and 
delay Si{ let us learn fronn thofe we have 
fent there. This niay at lead be faid, that 
it might be done with much lefs charge 

by 
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fay the forces of our colonies, than hj 
troops font from Britain ; altho' there is 
no doubt, but thefe lail are more to be re- 
lyed upon, if they could be fpared for 
that purpofe, when they are or may be fo 
much wanted for other purpofes ; or if 
the nation thinks it convenient to be at 
the extraordinary charge of fending troops 
to America, when it is already faid to be 
involved in an expence pf tto millioi^s 
fterling a year ; which it is Ufcely to be 
tired of, before its bufinefs may perhaps 
be done in America. And We irtay far- 
ther fay, that the ntimber of jpeople-in our 
colonies feems to be almoft (he only ad- 
vantage we have over our enemy; and that 
it is certain we have' made little- Of no ufe 
of this advantage i which was d'ur rcafon 
for confidering it, and reprefenting it, iii 
the manner we have done. If any will 
give us a better account of obtaining the 
defircd ends we propofe by it, we (hall 
reckcm ourfelvcs obliged to them, as well 
as many others perhaps. 

« 

-r — ^r — Si quid novijli reSiius ijlisy 
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Pag» 22. lin.,28, they were, r£/i//, it was, 

27. 1. 14. Miurice, r. Montanus. 

28. 1. 3. thefe, r. thofe. 
-^ 1. z8. take^,r. taken. 

1 00. Ir 16. crowns, r. livres. 

10 1. 1. 23. r. ftrengthen them&Ives. 
re. ^/" 

1; 12. //<?/? daily. 
159. 1.'- ^3. wetter, r. weftern, 
176. 1 19. add, Virginia. 
186. 1. 12. ter, r. water. 
24 o, 1. 12. filaation with them, r. iituation witM 

themfelves. 
237. I. 26. JVabache, r. Mi amis, nigh the river 

JVabache, 



^ iz6. i. 2c. ^f/f that. 
1.29. L lyi^. 4 or 500,000, r. 2 or 300,000. 
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G R E A T B R I T A I Ji and F R AN G E; 

.• • .- S -E C ■ T; ' l.' "■ 

7h Jit nation of the Brit ^ tolonits- in ^4frtb 
America^ fartiadarly with regard to the en* 
: croachmentsof the Fremh^ and tkt conduff (jf 
fhe frejent war. - .?- ! ; 

H E date and condition of the Br|% 
ti(h colonies in America is now be- 
come a matter of general inquiry^ 
as it is . of the utmoft concern . to this nation, 
and that more now perhaps than ever, Thofe 
American colonies, thiat ; -have been long; 
known to the moft intetligept to be a grea& 
finirce of the trade and commerce, and naval 
' * ' ; .B^ :,.'.. power 
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power, on which this nation fo much depends, 
arc now marked oUt ii fQch by its declared 
Qoipnjies, are t)CComp the objeft botjj of tbpir 
ct)3tY ^"^ fefcfftjfient, and arc itiadd^the niea^s 
of accomplilhing the ruin of this nation, if 
poflible, from being, its great fupport and ad- 
vantage. Our enemies not only endeavour to 
wr^^ fomo of ^the ftibft irfiporlaitt: pajTts of 
them out of our hands, to prelcribe laws to 
the whole nation, and bounds and limits to it 
upon its own territoriie's ; but they have alrea- 
dy over-run fuch a part of the Britifh .domjjiir 
ons in North Anrierica,' that^iftfciey remain irii 

- p o ffelfi on of their ufurpations .aod eocroach.-. 
ments there, this nation . feems to have no 
fecurity left forany of its colonics in Amc- 
yica;/an<l. muft be u a greater expencq to prp- 
te&.4nd fupport what ibe French arc pleafed 
);p leHye it,, than aU it rmj be worth perhaps. 
If the profperity and wellfare Qf this nation 
then depends fo much upon its colonies, as no 
Oh^^f(Sittis to doubt <^j the pft'Ofpcnty, fa^ftf ^ 
zkik^arky of the cdbnies depend upon,^t>c 
pY^i^l^ critical fitaatbn of aSairs, which^'de- 
icrrveis the moil ferious regard and attention^ 
7)»s is cbd Tn6t6 necdfikry to be confidered, 
it itie OaM of oar cidoniesv or our prefonc fi- 
#11^^11 i^ ttenfty >j^'£):ticttd andnlftood in g^ 
ikMy th4c iomc ksttiJid tkink oardSaursi^Qai 
tl$^%t^ln a manner defpHrate, and pafl: retriev- 
ing > 
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iag'f. whije others wpuli} per&ade ds, thA 
fbcy are io qo manner of dapjger : aqd ;»niQOg 
the many diQcrenjC ppiiaions ' tbat are darUy gir 
vti), ^bout tl^ proper n^eitbiod of coixluddiig 
/Qtur affairs io America) or carrying on. the 
var there, you will hardly fee any two of 
;them that ngree. Many depend upon the 
Aiuaiber of people in .bur colonies, and Deem 
Co reft fecure in theoit without making any 
ufe of them ; while others feem to think, th#c 
all {he people wie have there will be of Hctfe 
iervice in their prefenc &tuation. For thefe 
and many other reafons the true fituation of 
oar colonies is highly jiecefiary to be inquired 
iifto, not only to recover our prefent JoAeis \h 
diqin, bat to prevent the like for the futWe, ' 
. Many 'things tt^lating to our colonies' ni 
Atherica ietm to deferve and require a mott 
j^iticulaf accdutot of them, but there arc thrt^ 
tMlngs that requfre bur more immediate care 



4^ *> ■/ 



and attention, to wit, imo^tht French encroa^- 
hMhts ; i^'do^ a union' of tfie force of bur* co- 
lonics ; and, 3iffo, iHfe piroper method of con- 
dufting it in the prefent wiar -, which (liaH bd 
(he fiib}eftsofthi«^r inquiry. "'^ 

• ■'It Was ewirely' for Want of a proper union 
of oOf tiilbmeB, thai Sht' French hij^e'*beeq 

fdfktti to make fo many cncroachnients ph 
ibecD, afhd'ha« hiAerto' cppoftd all the at!- 

tctopt» we^hare^made t» Acpverthem. The 

s^-^ :B Z' • ■ force 
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(brce of our colonies is likewife fo difunited bjr 
the many fmall provinces, and diflferent ftates 
or governments, into which they are divided, 
thatt they fcem hardly capable to defend thttti- 
fhemfelves, inflead of making bead agaihft an 
enemy. Our colonies in America feem tcvte 
'in the fame fuuation that Britain was of old, 
isrheait was divided dinco fo many diflferetit 
ftatesoti kingdoms, with fuch different; views 
and interefts, that they all fell an eafy ccnqudft 
tQ:A much inferior force of the Romans that 
ip vaded thetp* Upon that occafion G*efiir ob* 
fcrves.very juftly, '*. while eyery^ one. fought 
r*.l for them felves, they were; all cafily: over* 
^^* -come : ** and our colonies feem- tq be 
threatened with chei^me fatevuniefsiame|nro* 
jxr meafures are t^ken to unite their forceco* 
gether for their mutual defence ; the neceffity 
of which, and way of doing it, are chiefly 
intended to be rejurefented in the prcfcnt dif- 
cijurfe. 

In doing this, it w^ irnpoflibie to avoid fome 
aCcpunts of things. thw may be reckoned per- 
haps rather of a private nature, than of a 
more general and public concern. But y^tic 
the priyate concerns of any interfere with-fhc 
pybiic wellfare, they ought certainly to^be ti- 
ken notice of on that aCrC^unt. It is fufpcdt* 
ed, that the private influence our colonics 
have been very much under has been the occa- 
fjoft^ of all the loffcs we have fuftaincd, and are 

threat- 
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threatened with -in them. This- is taken nc^ 
tke of by our enemies themielves, who tell us^ 
if the Englifh had as great a regard for their 
king and theiF country, and the public wtll- 
fare^as they have for their own private intcreft, 
they might long ago have been maftefs of all tlui 
mod important places in America*; whereas 
for want of fuch a public fpirit they are now 
threatened with the lofs of the grcateft part of 
it, that mull in time endanger the whole. But 
in' reprefenting thofe things, it is t<> b6 hoped, 
that we have done it in fuch a manner, and for 
Aich purpofes, which >fras our only view and 
defign at leaft, thatthcy^ may turn autzs tijuctt 
for- theintereft of thofe more immediately' 
cencerned ih'them, as for the general intertft 
and wellfare-of the whole nation. 



t 

J 



. J. Som^ tranfaHions in. our cfilmes ^bicb gave 
occajion to the French encroacbmmis. 

The firft and principal of the French en- 
croachments on the Britilh territories is Crown-^ 
P^int : and it Way not be improper to inqtrirc. 
hew they came by a place that is likely to coft 
this- nation fo many milHonSj if it has not al- 
ready, There-^are many particulars relating 
to this, which we have not ndw ^time to in- 
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• Vid. du Tertrc hiSL des Antiflcs, torn, III», 



quire 
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quire into, but irr general it was as follows, hj 
^ beft ioformation we have been able to 
procure* 
•When the Fncnch firft attempted to fettii 

sitr CKm}tt' Pointy on the eaft fide of the lake; 

• 

O|)0l»e to where their fort now iiands, in or 
about the year 1726, as well a$ I remember» 
thcjr were, drove from thence by |the colony. of 
xht Maff^ichjiffet* s ^ay in -New*^i#g)a.Dd •, ti<e 
only colony we have chat either ever has or 19 
able to oppofe any of ^theirdefigns in any part 
hi America ; ai^d this they did^ only by or-* 
dering them to be gone from that place^ as | 
have been inforoied. But foon after this car^e 
on the difpute between ii^ff'acbufeis Bay aa4 
^rufhH^mffiiVrfi ^bout their bounds, which 
feems to have eiiigroflcri the 3vJM)le ^tftemion.gf 
thofe colonies, and to have contributed at 
1^ IQ : ihetr iktgle& of this plfk^e, if it wis 
not the. caufe »of: its falling * into the hands 
ofjtbcFrencb^, . 

Tjie ifiu^ of. tbifi.opAtpft wai» lake Chim^ 
flahf^ . and all the cerritsoriey ih(9re$(boutSy wff q 
adjudged to Nexm-Hampjbiney (a ^^1 and ia« 
cQn£derdble,;Golotny at that fj^d, howe^dr 
tbi:ivJyDg> it is hoped^if thefreocb do not'pnt 
a ftop tpriit) »ji^Jjiich jthey/iiytrcno ways able m 
ro^ntain and defend. By this mcani^ while i 
two were^contending for the tone»- the French j» 
ran away with it) andeftabliflied themfelvesat- 

- . . Crown-- 
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t^9wn-Point in the mklft of thefe quarrelt 
among ourfelves, without atiy confiderabto 
dppdfition that 1 have heard df, but fomiepro^^ 
tefts againit it ; particularly by the j^^ miions 
of Indians, who ieemed to know the C0nfo.# 
qoence of this place, that wf s (heir origin^ 
abode and habitation, better than mt did. 
• The defence and fecurity of €hi# importamf 
place has fince devolved entirely upon the co^ 
)otiy oi New T§rk^ in wbofe province it '»i 
fuppofcdy although not determined,, to bew 
But becaufe the forooer iettlemefit of thtf 
French at Old Fort^ on the eaft fide of hkt 
CbamplaiUj was removed about the year 1730. 
or 3 1 , to fort Frederic at CtgwH' Point ; the pec 
pie otl^iw-Eifglandy the only colony able i6 
defend itifeem to have imagined, that they had 
no farther concern in it, as being on the othei^ 
fide of tlie lake out of their diftrift, although 
but half a mile farther from tbem \ for which 
reafon they left it to one who was noc able t4$ 
Oppofe theFreneb at it, if they had attempted \u 
What mad<!l the colony of New^Tork nrare 
unable to guard themfelves againft thefe and 
other enerOachmente of the French, was, n^f 
only the divifion of their govemlfient by taking 
tlie whole province oHfewJerfey entirely froirt 
it, juft about the very time that the French 
lectleel iLtOotmi^P^nfi but ftitl more^fo per- 
haps, tb* fuit thaft tlMiCb two cobnies have 
■' [ '.been 
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l^een lb b<3Cly engaged in. both before and 

fincc i ^hich fecms to have, cngrofltd their 
4tcea4opVT)i|ch more than «. the French either 
at GrowH-PoifU or Niagara^ and to have coft 
them cnofe perhaps than would have been fufr 
fi^ient; to, have prevented the Friench fettling 
there at all^ or to have difpoilefied them» if 
they, bad attempted it % and thereby to have 
fayed ^11 the immenfe .charges the nation bit 
iQcgrred, and is ftiil liable to incur, on thofe 
accounts. The heats and animofities between 
th.efe twocoloniesy and their fcveral parties ifi 
bfit}^ of them, feem to have carried them as 
great lengths as they ought to do againft a de- 
clared and inveterate enemy ; while at the 
fame time the French were upon, their bor- 
ders, and were fecuring, their, frontiers, ^ 
they have done. But if they did not difpof« 
^fs thQ Frcnth,:they have difpoiIc(reik)ne aa-* 
other over and oyer again, and that with bpen 
violence. . To look into their frah&ftxons for 
feyeral years paft, of w^ich.they have printed 
fuch fplio vplunies, one.woyld tbiflk they had 
been at open war with one aaotber for thefc for- 
ty years pall ; and havc:now . ^ war to main- 
t^n againft th?. .French,- when.-thcjy feem boii\ 
to have .been e^haufted' by war with one an** 

-• Tp get a riedrefs of luck grievance* they 
apply ^Q England^ wjiert tbey.havfe fttft^ined * 
-r-'^, law- 



hyfrfukj as. bad perhaps as war itfcif, that 
had. kfte^ five and thirty years, the lafl; 
time I heard it plead, when they had riot yet 
come to the n^ierits of tl)e caufeT al'thd* this 
whole difpute about tHeir bounds afid Bnifitsv 
(which, with the like difputes every where al- 
moft, have coft more than might have fettled 
the bounds and limits of all the Britidi domi- 
ons in America) depends ..upon twp. ye/y 
fimple pointSy neither of which, . th^t ;arc plairv 
fadls*, feem to be fo much; as known* t'cJ'bW 
pcoole ia America, wlio arcTo little acduairtt- 
.cd. with, their doracftic c6ncei:n3,' and far, more 
with their foreign affairs. , ■ 

C- ' " When 

■ ■ I - 

r . ,'H ' ' ," ■»■ w J ^ 

1 , «• .1- 

' • The" words m the chattel* of Vt^-Jerfy^ on whidi 
th^ difpUte ' between thiit province and New-Yol-k.«bpBt 
thdir bouii4ft depihrdsiafej *^ ^nd to -the north ward» as- lar 
" as the Nortbemmnft Branch of the faid bay or rirdP^oF 
•* DeUvwart). which is io 41^ io'of bttitudc." ' 1 » 

Here are two places i\i^ri^thiNmhe^nnwft SrtiHch^ 
Delawttfit rrvery and the iatiiuik *4i^-4<>'> tliac %»■ both 
mentioned' in 'der<inbing the botmdsr tff <Ais grant t and. as 
th'efe two do nbrooinchle together, the qoeftion is;- whitth 
is' to be made ^hie 'boundary, accofdidg- to this defcripcioa 
jf it in the charter ? ' / 

By the' words of the charter ids pJain, that the boundary 
thereby intcrid^dis the' NortherfiMoft Branch'^/ DeliMUa^ 
rihfer ; and that the latitude there mentioned is only <^ iiir- 
IJlW defaipdon bf that branch of the river^ and- not of 
the abfokite bounds of the grant, independent of fcich'ji 
b^^nch.of the river. — The words, HvMdh if in' bfftiuk 
41* 40*, txioafr) ivbich branch of thg H'vrr is io tluit lati- 
tude. 
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When this is the prafticc in our colonies^ 
how is it poflible, but thit the French fhould 
over-run them I If either of thofe colonics, 
and (ar more both of them, had paid the tenth 

part 
• 

tude, and not which bounds of the province fhafl be in 
that latitude, ak many feem to imagine. 

frut virhen we co^e to lay olF thebouiids of tKis pb* 
ninety it tppeaxf , ,cbai. tbene is no htSknA/ oSMrnvmr 
river whatever in the latitude 41^ 40*, found by obferva- 
tion« a^ appears fron^ all the furveys of it ; and confequently 
the fpot on pelanuare Hver in that latitude, be where k 
<^, ioH never Be the flace Utendid by the gtjgnt to ti t£e 
hounds of Neiji/'Jer/ey^ as many, would make,it. 
' To determine the boun()^ of this grant then agreeable to 
the charter^ the firfl thing is to know what is the Northtm- 
infihr^mh of Ihlaware xw^x there meant ? Which plainly 
appears CO be th< riy.^r Leck^^or wcilprn branch oiDeUo^ 
^oKt^MM iflr called, with refpedto the caftexn, branch. 
That U^s (Lt the foot of the mountains, as far north as tho 
country was kAOWQ» when tht« charter ^vas^ranced at leaft, 
or \iiA9t& till v^ lately^ and is the notrthemmoil branch 
of Delaware her^.i^eant, — Thisb likewife the northern^ 
moSk br;^nch of that river tba^can be fuppofed to.be con£- 
dertWe, enough to n^eJit be pitched upon for the bounds 
of £» extcnfive: and. general a grant lihf river DeLvuit^^ 
has but two conilderable branches^ efpecially that, wef^ 
then kiiown> to wit^ the Sthi^liilif and this, we^rn 
<brMi€h# which, lycnorthand (buthofonci^no(her^ and 
l3ie Uft ic^QOS phio^y to. be the narthernmfft^ branchy that 
cftA be foppofcd to .ha,vc b^n known or ta,ke^ Av:h no^ce 
of; e^ to b« made the;bounda of 4he whole .coontpyr when 
^b fl>attt was made. 

Whal puts this.put of doubt to me atleaA, is^ that this 

cor* 
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part of the regard and attention to Crotvn- 

p0int or Niagara^ , upon their frontiers 

with the French, as they have to Frederic 

Phillips's Mils, Little MinifinV)jland, and 



northernmoft branch of Delaware rive^ was taken to be er- 
adlly in the laticude 41^ 4o',wheil this charter was granted. 
Thej had then no furreys of this e^ttDtry^ nor any ^Mxft" 
vations of the latit(icl^» but were obliged to depend opoft 
the dra^glus an;clfiiap$the^had,Qfxhe^0untr|^9 il^aU which 
we fee the upper forks or nOrthernmoft branch ofbeIavy.i(r^ 
river laid downf in t'he latitude ntehiioned in tnii thartefl 
This will plainly appear upon confaHtng and ^dBfjAu^d 
the maps afViJchtr^ Oe Jfif^ Jil/arJ, Daitierst Mairidni^ 
Speed, Seller, Keith, Lea, and Sinews map pf the boundi 

ofPenfylvania. 

Befid^, it appears, that' tKelouiids of Fenfyl'udnii 
wcre-jdefcribid in tbJfe Charter of^ it, iiliiefly froii the mij^ 
of }^iiteuf^If^itir!iinik t^ Vifcher ; aftd there is nlh reafoi 
to believe, that they would make ufe of the- fame maf i]^ 
defcribing th)6 bounds of Niew-Jerfey the very year tfiero^ 
after, that being the bef( map of the cbuntry t&en epctant. 
Bat ill tAfe'taafrof r/^^^>^thetfpperforks'df tiri riv^k-'Si. 
l^atei ahtk^ veiy lit ^d ddwh/ait pMilfy intekte to bo jh 
latitude' 41^ 40'. 

It' wks ty thii fneans, that t!he btmnds of this graHfc 
Were placed fn'diofe odd ihiii\itts 6f ktitnde ; ^ereas 'IF 
h h&d been hitirtuled to have fixed them in a certain ht?- 
tttde independent of any^ plade, there is all feafoto to* b(|^ 
lieVe, diit fuSh ageVieral tM exteiifive grahul Wo8ld-li«fb 
becfn botmtledNbf fome'even degree of ])itSt«id« ih cbofc 
wcjReln' pdiifS', Ash we feeP it is in the «aftem pans )on IM- 
fiit^^iM€t\ whei% k isrbeatidcd by tiie latitiide 41 ^.«— If 
this latitude of i^Vi 40* was^ a miftake» itis nonorc than 
■— " - . what 
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Wawayanda plantation upon their own borders ■ 
with opc.anpth^r, it is plain, that neither of 
thefe. important places woulcl ever have been 
iA:tbe ^^pds of the French, and neither they 
nor this nation would have had any occafiontd 
have entered into this prefent war on that or 
any other account perhaps. 

iBut what would any one fay or think of this 
m^tter^. if they Ihpuld hear, that one of tl>pfc 
colonies, and the chief of them, (hould have 
h^A as great a civil war within itfelf, as it had 
with its, neighbour^ : and not only fo, but as 
ob^nate a difpute. litfiewife at the farne time 
with its mother country •, which fcems to have 
been the cafe, dverfince Zengerh trial in 
Jilew-Tork^ as far as I can learn at leaft, from 
all h^nds and both fides— Which fide may be 
in the. right, or: which in the wrong, in thofe 
difputes, is none of our bufinefs to inquire ; 
"but there can be rip manner of doubt, that the 
public interefl: is negledled, and fuffcrs by 
;Chem, which is all we have to confider, or in*- 

j^ha( muft be expefled, before we had any certain obfer- 

jvations of the latitude. — It. was ufual (ben^ to take all 

* ■ • "'..'■ 

thofe remote places in the woods and inland parts of Ame- 
lica to be more diilant than they really are, whence th« 
fofks of Pelaware, as well as many other phxes in Ame- 
rica, were tdk^ . to be nigh a. degree of latitude. farther 
north, than they are fince found to beby obfervation. But 
this was never knowti, 'iill after the year 17 19, when thofe 
.parts were furveyed* and the latitude obferved. 

tend 
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tend to reprefent, for the fake and welfare of' 
both fides,. ' ■::... . • • 

f But I would not have any-oW imagine, thsrt: ' 
our coldnifcii are' only to* be blamcd.1for airthe.* 
mifconduft in them, however blaniable" they^ 
may be;- Th6 merchants in England had thdf ' 
ftiare in- this, is^ well as inmbft^her-tranfaftibrisl-' 
in bur colohies^^ — When a very wHe and hecef- • 
fary regiilatron was propofed m 'New-Tork^ to 
fettle Ofiv^Of'tiiBi important place we have 
all heard lb much about of late (would any/ 
one believe *it)i 'it met with all the oppofitioh* 
from the merchants in England, with all tht' 
mitreprefehtatioDS of that and the whole pro- 
vitice,' that cotfld • be devifed ;* by which they;^ 
put off that defigft for fome years,' and neither 
rfiey nor their abettors feem ever to have conr- ' 
curred heartily in it at laft ; ohccaufe poflibly 
of our late iofe of it.* The private reafons 
of this their conduft, for they could certainly 
have no public reafons for it, were, a company 
of them had engrbffed the whole trade of fup- 
jilying the'coloiiy, as wa^ pretended, with' 
goods- for the Indian trade; which they fold* 
in whblcfald to the French, inftead of retailing* 
them to our people, or the Indians * And 
for thtt rcafon they and the reft who were con- 

1 ■■■■■' ; " ' ■ 

• Sec fcveral mcmoria-s on this fabjcft in ColJin'r. hif- 
tory of the five nations. 

cerned 
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c^med in this claDdeftine trade with the 

French'^ chofe rather that the French Ihould 
b|fe ioonVcnient to them at Crown-Paint, t\i2Ltk 
that the Eogjiih fliguld fettle at Ofwego J Hence 
the French gpt fo peaceable and quiet pof- 
f(i^on of that place (that now cofts fo much 
hlood and treafure tp recover) rather by our 
eonnivancC) tb^n our pppormon; and the fi^ 
lotions of Indians told us j9atly» that th( 
French huiU their Forts with Englijh Strouds^f, 
the goods we Ibpplied them with ^ and remonr 
ftrated againi^ it, a$ prejudicial to our intermit 
and their welfare. 

Notwithftanding this care the Indians feen^. 
to have taken of our affairf, more than w^ 
have done ourfclvcs, ipariy people abufed 
them there in the mod fcandalous manner^ 

. - ' III'. . w 

taking in their v^r^ Corn Fields in {uxvty% oi^ 
lands, that the Indians had volupfarily granted, 
them — ^^captivating fome of the Indian youths^ 
fgr (laves— felling liiem Water for run^ — with 
loany more fuch praflicies I do not doubt ^ 
but a particular account of thefe three I hay^ 
from good aqthority, with m»iy aggravatii^ 
circumftanpes, too grofs to be publickly tol^--^ 
All this w^as on and about the time that t|}e^ 
French fettled .and fp<?urcd. tjiemf^lyes; a^ 
Crown-Point and Niagara, And can any one 
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f Ibid, page 19. 

irtajgiht;' 



imagme, that allthofe prafttces did not con-' 
tribute i6 It ? Not to mention ,ctat ihamefili' 
defertionr df the five nations at many times ( 
Ci>urd point out. ^ -^ • ' 

We ffiould have many more f^ch thirtgs^ t^a^ 
take notice of, if this was eithei'S place 6t* a' 
proper tknii^ to-do it. Wt cahtidt; however* 
pafs over a^etber like dHputieTn btir coloniei 
ibout thtf-fivtt- Oih't which lij'YiipJtofM 'hf 
maiiy, who kethhardlf tb hHiti hatd x>F ^ 
other p]a«e» itidorcolonte^,! 'tilttfafe^ wet^'w 
atariridi abouC^iS', tbhaVeii68il t^• if^Ie bcidi/ 
fion of thfl pttkntyfA WitK^ t^'^nch. wHi 
tf they wiiriook a little' dnhtfi (Hey ■ i^ 
find, thktthC'Fftnch uArilp^iott 6f ttie iM- 
Oi^ in 1 -^5^7 4tid i-y^ yf/tamlf i-«5hle()U^H(i^ 
and a ~ ^ntejlb-ji "totjr(K[ik«t«i' iliSt tiftiid^ mi 
well be prevented, of thcDf' be&l^-^offiit^^M; 




either of which pbces, 6f JVi^ ft?tf/f^> a«?«f 
more immediate confequencfe tof-therii tttatftWS 

Fjver Obia: ^ 

• Our p*ty drfputeaf, howfei^, feetn td^TS*^ 

contriBotef ' 'k6t% little td ifhe Pfench^gfeMrij^ 
^flcflidB- aP tiikt riVet> KifeWife ^ Tor kith8» 
the peojde"arfd aflembly of i^'inJS^ania v^o\a4 
noc alfoV' J^W* "rfi ^efiiem the^tver Ohro \6 
be in their prorincein 1754:,- afttt the French 
Kad^ fdafca-tt, yee in 1750 atld ly^ithef <rf 

their 
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their traders at lead, . claimed it as their ibie 

P[Wlegff>an^dj)rfff>^rty, apd earrie^ their prtrj 

tenfioi^s fo. iaiXf a$ W.give the Indians fuch bad. 

f mpreffiohs of the people of Virginia^ that,they, 

would not -allow. ,our -peoplefrom Virainia to 

come!«igh ;haf river .'for fprpe time. Th^ir 

E?$Q[.^?'?^^5^?i*'^)^^'-^g^.> **^' fojne people, 
i^h^ve been lold^,,)pft thdr, lives ;>y them, 
at^d ai} ,inilijiredi9n revolt -of .tlK^;In^ian9: 
VM. tP f be apgrehefld^d - froapk-fhePtU . Thia^ 
bipug^t on :ai < difpppQ between ;the -Xy^q pror. 

^tf!fi??»:-y/^ fi9!jfe9Ply bjBidffidftA byrfet- 
ifelg th^W.iwinds ?n4 liqiits.^.XWs fetjlem.ent 
qgsun wa^ of)p<jf«d, l^ dije prpp^ietOf; pf Maryr. 
l^: wi\0^ume\^,c^iifSP ,b^ it. 

Thus our own ]^rij^{;e dirputesffubfiA^ wbea 
^i?jRnch :e\is aj»i;fiMJ.to':theinj^ fcyXw^ingall 

ami.^nfc«Ied ^ cl^ira*, of differepti: j^wp^etors; 
^^re^th^ chief oci;>^fiQo pf tbft^riS6trt.jOJ/V,. and 
all-other plaqes^ being fo ill, {^^^p(ef3< ^nd, fetn 
tied, when the French took pofleffion;of thein< 
yif^ixy people whow^ld ptberwife-baye tajken 
mapts of thofe land^^^kne^ nptwjjiq.t^Qy werj^, 
to obtain .them. ffomsi or to l^o]i^ upfiqt.\. Xhq 
\fO}:^fi^ q{ Virginia^ -Maryiand ^n^.jP^/ilvania^, 
the.thfee colonies that make the',n\id(^]c.diyi- 
fion of the JSritidi dominions, in KLorth Amer 
^ca liereafter men^bned| all joiipjefl .(pgethei: 
-:«,<, about 
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about Fort du ^efne on the Obioy and were un- 
determined between them, as they ftill are. 
The Ohio Company again had a large grant at 
tfte fame place, which was as undetermined as . 
the reft. Here were four different proprietors^ 
then to interfere* with one another at this im- 
portant place, which is the chief frontier of all 
thofe colonies, and of the whole Britifti domi- 
nions perhaps in all North America; and 
fholild have been fecured in the very firft 
place. But no\if there were none fo do this 
important bufinefs ; notwithftanding the many 
colonies we have in America^ and particularly 
hereabouts, about the forka of the Ohioy where 
the greateft ftrengrii perhaps that we "have irt 
America might be exerted, if: it was rightly 
conduced. 

Propofals were made, and in time, to hav^e 
remedied all thofe inconveniences, and to have 
prevented the many fatal confequences of 
them, that have fince enfued, which were thca 

forcfecn in 1751, but *11 to no purpofc. It 
was propofed ; 

I : That thefe three colonies, Vtrginia^ Mary^ 
land Md Pen^hania^ Ihould unite together; 
?6 Keefp tip a joint intereft on the Obio^ where 
they had feveral fettlements -, particularly by 
a" good and refpeftable forr at or about the 
iiJiS:s*t]^^the Ohioy the place where Fori du 
wmhe is^ fincc crefted by the French. 
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2. To lay off their feveral bounds, that pea- 
pie might know who to fettle under. 

3. To determine the bounds of the Ohio 
Company^ that they might not interfere with 
other fettlers. 

4. To fettle a tariff of trade with the 
Indians ; and appoint ofEcers to fee it com- 
plied with. 

5. To unite all the Indians on and about 
the river Ohio in one body, fubjeft to fbme rule 
and order, made for their welfare, and the 
Englifh intereft. 

And what was fo proper then, may not ap- 
pear improper perhaps another time. If thofe 
things had been done, th'ey would certainly 
have prevented, or fruftrated, the attempt of 
the French upon the Ohio^ and all the many 
fatal confequences of it : and they may per- 
haps be as ferviceable for that purpofe another 
time. But many obftacles then came in the 
way to all thofe defigns ; which we hope will 
be confidered and removed. The chief feemed 
to be the difpute between the proprietors of 
Maryland and Penfylvania about their bounds ; 
and the jarring interefts and contefts between 
our different colonies. But we hope, they will 
*flecide their difputes among themfelves, rather 
than let the French doit for them. 

Many who are little acquainted with, and 
informed of thofe things, feem to have laid 

the 
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the whole blame of all this upon the Ohio Com* 

pany. But, alas ! they appear to know little 
of the matter. If that company had been as 
much to blame as ibme people would make 
them, they were by far the leaft of four con- 
cerned. The cftabliftiment of that company 
was furely well intended, and for the mofl: 
laudable and commendable purpofes. For 
this they '^had only the promife of a grant of 
200,000 acres of land, not yet pafied the feals, 
lam told, upon the fame conditions nearly 
that all private people obtain fuch grants 
every day ; only they were to have feven 
years allowed them to fettle thofe lands, (which 
private people are obliged to fettle in three 
years), upon condition that they would tr^n- 
fport a certain number of people, and build. a 
fort upon the lands to be granted •, and upop 
their complying with that, they were to have 
300,000 acres of land more. Now what are 
500,000 acres of land in that country? If it 
had been ten or an hundred times as much, 
the government ought to have given it to any 
that would have taken it upon thofe terms 5 
and a company is furely much abler to com- 
ply with the conditions of fuch grants, and to 
fettle the country, than private people ; to 
whom luch things are only entrulled in our 
colonies. We hope then to fee many Ohio 

D 2 Compams, 
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Com fames J inftcad of fuppreffing the prefent 

one. 

All that appears or has been found incon- 
renicnt in this company, and from all fuch 
large grants, is, the charge of furveying them, 
it fecms, will not quit coft ; by which their 
bounds lie undetermined, and others who 
might fettle before them, are liable to be 
ejcdteyd by them, when they come to lay off 
their grants. This is a real inconvenience 
from all fuch large grants, efpecially when 
they have a nupnber of years allowed to afcer- 
tain their bounds. The only way to remedy 
this inconvenience, as tar as I can fee, is, to 
let the grants extend to certain diftances from 
any place or places that the granter or grantees 
fhall pitch upon ; which diftances they may 
lay oflf at any convenient time, and others may 
eafily judge of in the mean time, fo as to fettle 
round them, and not to trefpafs upon them. 

The Ohio company's grant then was no 
more than a grant of land made by the go- 
vernment to fettle the country about the river 
Ohio^ and it was not the only grant of many 
that were made for that purpofe; altho' the 
French would pretend the cpntrary, and tell 
Its, we had no other claim nor intereft there, 
but from this company. But by their leave 
it appears, from the books of the fecretary's 
office in Vir^ihia^ that we had no lefs than 

3,000000 
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3,oooooo of acres of land granted in that 

colony ^lone, ^eft of the Alligarrjf Mountainsy 
upon the branches of the river Qhio\ befidci 
the feveral other fettlements made there by the 
people of Ptftfyhania ; long before they took 
pofleffioh of this country, and of our forts and 
fettlements in it, driving our people out of it, 
in 1753, and 54, by force of arms. 
*' Thus niuch we cotild not but take notice of 
here, to Ihow from matter of faft, as well tui 
from the reafon of the thing, that is plain and 
obvious, the ufe and neceflity of a better union 
of our coioni'es. Thisweliave reprefented by 
particular inftaftces likewife, that we may fee 
where th:it union is moft wanted,' and how it 
Ihould be efFefted. The parties here men- 
tioned are thofe that are to fupport not only 
one another, but the whole Britifh intereft In 
North America, whofe union is chiefly' wanted 
for that purpofe, not only at this prefent junc- 
ture, but at' all times : while they are thus at 
variance with one another, from the frivolous 
pretences, or private views, that we have thus 
reprefented. This we have done in order to 
/how the ufe and neceflity of an accommo- 
dation of thofe differences among oarfelves ; 
as well for the intereft of the parties concerned, 
as for the welfare of the whole nation that is 
concerned in them ; efpecially now when we 

have. 
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have fuftained (o many lofTes, and are threatned 
with fo many more, occafioned entirely by our 
party difputes^ 

llr A tripk union of our colonies in North 
America propofed^ to retrieve our prefent 
bjfes^ and to prevent the like for the fu- 
ture. 

The union of our colonies is a fubjed much 
talked of, but feems to be little underftood, to 
make it turn to. any account at leaft, if 
thoroughly confxdcred. Sorne fuch union is 
no doubt neceiTary ; lince all our lofles and 
misfortunes in them feem plainly to have pro- 
ceeded from the want of it. For this reafon 
a general union of all our colonies is propofed, 
which we fear might only fervc to divide and 
difunite them, more perhaps than they are 
already. 

But not to mention any grand and general 
union of our colonies, or of fo many diftant 
and remote provinces, with fo many very 
different views and intercfts, that might never 
perhaps take place, nor be executed to any 
purpofe, like other grand defigns and projeftsj 
let us only confider what is feafible. and prac* 
ticable in the mean time, and what feems to be 
abfolutely neceflary to oppofe the enemy in 
their prefent fituation j to provide^ for the 
nyjtpal fecurity and defence of our colonies at 

all 
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all times; and to guard againft fuch furprizcs 

for the future, as they have lately met with. 

For this purpofe we Ihould divide our fevc- 
ral colonies in North America into certain 
parts, whofe fituation is much the fame, and 
whofe intefieft, that rules every thing,* is more 
eafily connefted ; by which their mutual union 
is confequently more eafily accomplilhed, and 
complied with when eftabliflied. But other- 
wife, if we talk of a union of all our colonies 
together, when is it ever likely to take place, 
or to be attended with the defired ends ? 
What mutual intereft, conneftion, or depend- 
ance, have New England and Carolina^ Firgi^ 
nia and Nova Scotia^ &c. for example; This 
is a union that might be neceffary, like a 
convention of dates, upon particular and ex- 
traordinary occafions, but like fuch conventions 
that we fee in all ftates, whofe fituation, views 
and interefts, connexions and defigns, are fb 
very different, it might be attended with as 
little benefit perhaps, as it would be tedious' 
and difficult to bring about. For this reafon 
we fhall propofe another fort of union of out 
colonies, that appears to me as abfolutcly ne- 
celTary at firft fight, if we would ever confider 
their fecurity and defence, as it is eafily ac-* 
complifhed at this prefent, if they have any 
manner of regard for their own intereft and fafety. 

For this purpofe we Ihould confider, how 

our 
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our colonies on the continent of North Ame- 
rica are, or. ought to be, divided. They are 
ufually divided into the northern and fouthern 
colonies ; which only regards their trade, but 
not their fecurity and protection. With re- 
gard to this, we (hould conlider all thofe re- 
mote and diilant provinces, and different colo- 
nies, as making only three, or at moft four 
different countries, with regard to their natu- 
ral bounds and (ituation, or fituation with 
rcfpecl to an enemy. 

For this purpofe we fhould divide our many 
cofonies on the continent of North America 
into three, the iSTi^rZ/t^;^, Middle^ and Souib- 
ern. Under the firft I include Nova Scotia^ 
New England^ New Tork^ and New Jerfey. 
In the middle divifion are Penfyhaniay Mary^ 
landy and Virginia. And in the fouthern divi- 
fion we include North and South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

Thefe three divifions make three different 
and diftindl countries ; feparated from one 
another by natural boundaries ; different in 
fituation, climate, foil, produfts, &c. while 
the fevcral colonies included in thefe divifions, 
which we look upon as different countries, are 
all one and the fame country in thefe refpedi, 
as well as in point of fituation with regard' to 
an enemy ; and make only different provinces 
irf thofe three countries, that differ frortl'Cne 
8 another 
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another only as the ibuthern and northern 
parts of every country generally do j being 
feparated from each other only by land- markst 
as different parts of the fame cqjuntry coin-* 
tnonly are. 

Now inftead of a general union of fo many 
different provinces',* if we ftiould advife only 
a union of thofe that are included In the& 
;hree divifions, I cannot fee any thing that 
ihould hinder it from taking place immedi- 
ately^ and always fubfifting, for their mutual 
defence and fecurity at leaft. Whatever other 
more general union may be thought proper^ 
if any fuch is, this triple unipn is at leaff ab* 
folutely neceflary for their fafety and prptec- 
tion, and fhould always fubfifl under any othec 
union of our colonies that may be propofed— • 
The great inconvenience arifing from the din 
vifion of the Britifli dominions in North Ame- 
rica is^ that the divifions are generally too 
fmall for their fafcty and defence, however 
convenient they may be for the fake of govern- 
ment ; but by thus uniting feveral of thefe 
divifions together for the purpofes at lead ot 
defehce, if tor nothing clfe, this inconvenience 
maybe removed, without producing any other 
that might arife frpm changes of forms of 
government, alterations of conftitutions, &c. 

All the colonies in this triple union have a 
natural conneftton and intereft in one ano- 

E ther 
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ttier, and In the fame pUc^s ; by which thef 

mud itiore readily unite to defend theiti. 

- • « . . • . . . . 

But if we propofe to the fouthern cblonicfs td 
attack Crown- Pointy Niagara^ or Canada jthty 
art not pt^ly inconvenient for that purpc)fe,:and 
would' Tpend more time, charges, piroyi- 
fiohs^ &(:• in getting to the place, of aftion, 
than might be neceflary to do all their bufinefs 
nigherhome, in their owri precinfts; but they 
fikewife think they have nothing to do With 
thqfe places that are fo remote from them : 
as the northern colonies, on the other hand, 
think they are as little concerned or intereftcd 
in the river Ohio^ MJifipt\ &c. This is what 
makes our colonies fo backward to ftir and 
unite together to defend each others frontiers. 
But the frontiers, of ail thofc included in this 
triple union are one and the fame ; they have 
all one intereft and concern in them, which- 
ever province they may be in ; and they will 
and muft unite together to defend and fecure 
thofe frontiers at all times, as well as to root the 
French out of them at' prefenr. 

Such an union then may be eafily efFeded, if the 
difunited parties have any manner of regard to 
their fafety or welfare in any refpeft. And let us 
fee what raay be done by fuch a triple union of 
our colonies •, which may be called a realumn^ 
if eftablilhed, fo far at leaft as" relates to the 

chief 
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chief thing propofed and wanted from ir, thei 

feciiricy of their frorttlbrs. \ - -^ 

* Ic wouWirike up too inuch room, and more 
t?ihe-than v^e have to fpare, to reprdent thtf 
fittiatiom of all thofcfcveral colonics, with th\? 
linfotu^il intereft, corthcfHon, and dependancc 
of thbfc that affe included \h each of thbfe thi-ce 
dlviflohs upon one another. That f think 
iilJiy<'be pretty well judged of, as far at Icaflf 
as hsktes to our prt^t\t purpofe, 'bnly- fh>tti 
cbhfidering their fituitfon in a Tt\^p. And 
all the ufe we lliall niake of it is, to (how how 
by fuch an unioft properly conduced,' they 
ftSght make. head^^ttgairtflr the ehemy ac jfre- 
fthc, ^d oppofe thelr^dcfigris at all trmes; 
V This I think may be. eafily collc!6tied from 
comparing their fittiwion, ^ with the .fi ttfatiori 
of the encrrty, Thd chief force of the French 
li'now and at all times.aflembled about Cr^c&^.* 
Pointy MmtreaU mAlFort Frontenac\ which 
places lie oppofiteUo- the middle of New^ 
Engldndy with NovaScoiti on one hand, and 
Vffuo^York and liffw Jerfiy ycXok adjoining on 
the other. Is it ndc very . .natural then, for 
thole four coloniesiCobe.tinited togetbier for 
dMir 'Mutual fecurity.and defence, againfl: an 
enomyin fuch^t fituation,. both nowiand here* 
ftftcr ?- Attd isiirnot tius intereft of every one 
ofthcto' to join and concur immediatjely. ia 
4k€h<a mnipm o£|their;f6rcc. t(>getber. for their 
i^uA £ 2 mutual 
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miitual fecuricy and defence ? If any in them 

may chink otherwife, they don'c knovr whac 

their ihtereft is, or won't confider it in a 

true light; for which reafon they (hou4dte 

wcmpelled icy comply with it for their own 

good, as well as the reft hereafter oientioned. 

If thofe colonies had been fo unitbj at the 
beginning of our late difturbances, and the 
force in thofe four alone had been muftcred 
together, by each fupplying their eftablifhed 
quota, our prefent difturbanccs might have 
hecn quelled, and nipped • in the very bud. 
And it is to be feated, th^tt, without fuch ^ 
union of thofe coJonies, wd ihtll hardly be 
able to make head againft the enemy at laft, 
and recover our loflcs from them, fincc they 
have gained fo much ground upon us. 

At the -fame time; the force of Penfylvtima^ 

Mary-land 2X\^ Virginia^ fhouldbe fcnt againft 
Fort du^rfn9'oniht'Y\'itrOhio\' and always 
ii?«/W together to fccurc,' fortify, and garrifoa 
khat plaice V which lies ditedrly oppofue to the 
center tafthefe three cM)torit«i5r'W^ an eafyac- 
cefs to it from them all \ and is tbb chief 
frontier tKit'ttiey H^vrf ttandefend and prote6t. 
IThis w^^ppropofed) and,|f it:had been ,dofie» 
before the French iavaded.ithofe ooLoniesci it 
is'plaiirt,''they trtuft have marched oueof cheiA 
ils fo'on as they came into them, land have pi^ 
dented lilf the toflcs the- hatidd has fulta]^d» 

1 . . . . . * * ••• 

i/xu and 
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afl4 may fudain on 4;hac accpunt. ;^nd I do 

opt fee any other way« either m recover our 
lo^(^s ill them at pr^lent, or to fccure them 
J^r^tcr^ buc .by the- fame means. 
. -The xhr^tSoMtber^ colonies ag^n^ Ngrtb 

and South C^tf/ri^. and Georgia^ arcpppofed 
jp.the French on th^ Mi^Jiph but have enough 
tp do to defend then>felves, and will want af- 
iiftance from the other colonies, , inftead of 
lending them ^y,, if ever they fhpuld be at- 
tacked. To guard againft fuch an attacki 
(jirhich we fhould apprehend from the,nunfibers 
pfjrpcn and troops we fee the French are daily 
iending to the MiQlfipi, where they lent 2x;)oo 
regular troops immediately after the treaty of 
yiS^, and had lo qr 12009 men ^^fP^Y ^^^ 
accounts of their deferters before ^ prefent 
w^ *) thefe colojQie3 fhould keep up two 
good and refpe<^ble forts > one at fort Moor, 
or 4^gufta ; and another, among the Qherokees 
acletiil> if not a third: ^moqg the Cr<fe^ Jndi^ 
i(»ij : Ukewife i . uiUefstJiis laft ihpuld be found 

■*■■■■ #-^''t— "- f.i 

tQ l^4U: too great ^diftance to defend, as it 
•^mstobe. . 

* . - ■ • - ■ ■ * . 

:Tp do.this^^hu^lys the colony of Firgi^ 

r - ^-Jlnci the wilting of tVts we ore told, dut? tife Frenck 
]MiV0 a^oally taken this ftep^ and intend an, invafionji f 
ffff^'^; W^ a coBfi4^^ble force t)iey have ai&mblcA 
^th^M^^i for ,^9t, p^irpofe ;if this is not a Feitit to 
4ivide,<M}r-/or^e« and keep lu from attacking them in Ca* 
'/NKM, which IS more 'generally betievtod. ' 
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niaf in the middle divifion, (hould perhaps 
join with thefc fouthern" colonies in maintaih- 
ing their forts among the Cherokees^ where Vir* 
ginia has an intereft ; as Vtnfylvanta^ in this 
middle divifion likewift, fhould join ^ith 
New York and New Jtrfey\^ to recover and fe^' 
cure Niagara \ which is dole Upon the bordeVs 
of that province, if not within it, as I fufpcft 
It may be fouild to be, and is the chief fronr 
tier and barrier to it asainft all the invafibns 
and encroachments of the French. 

All this is not only very proper ^nd conve- 
nient, but fo manifeftly rieceflary, efpeciairy 
in the prefent fituation of affairs, that I won- 
der it has never been done before now, or that 
any fhould have occafion to propofe it at this 
day. ' We tilk. of the riiinribeTs of people 
in our colonies, but what 'do they fignify 
in point' bf defence,' Unlefs /they are united to- 
gether, whTch might be fo eafily done. 

IP we conRder the firnatiOri' of oiir colonieis 
in thi^ light,, that we have-^ftprcfented them 
in, it i^' every way as gdbi atM pronfiifing, as 
it is otherwife difmal and threatening. The 
chief force of the Ererich lies in Canada^ 
where the. .principal forcrwe have likewife, 
which rs' in bur northern colonies, is ready: 
to cfppofc them; and- convenient to attaeft* 
them. Here we" have not fefs than %6'& 
J 00,000 men at le^ft.fit to take thefiild,* 
while they have not above 12 or 15,00b at 

moft 
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fhoft, cxclulive of European troops on both 

Odes. 

The next mo(t tonfiderabk body of the 
French is affemblcd -about fort du ^efne on 
the. river Oi^j^,- 'fit^m their garrifdns chcrci 
amL their ftragglipg fetclemencs abaut lake 
EriCy . and the Illinois. What their numbers 
niay be is uncertaini they are not, however; 
^l^fQve one or^tWQ ; thou fand French at moil, 
by all accoijpt§,. j»JtbiOugh they have the Indi-. 
^ns there at .present to join them ; many of 
.whom wogld JQJn , us, as they have always 
done, if we.hadja^forcethere to fupport.theoi* 
Buc whatevQr/the.ir numbers are, we' have a 
y;^ftly greatci:.forpe: (-here to oppofe them,, not 
kfs than three 91; .fourfcqre thpufand ^len, in 
the middle diyijOTpi) of our colonies above 
mentioned ; out of all which a fufiicient force 
might be raiftd fur^ly to repel all the FrencI^ 
that are upon thq, O^ipy or nigh it. If they 
had been ordered to. do this at firft, it is ima- 
gined it might; haye been done long^go^ and 
all the lofTes the nation has fuftainedoa that ac- 
count mjght havie tteen thereby prevented ; as 
the many greater. Ipfles it will fuftain, by let- 
ting the river.Pi?/<?: continue in .the. hands of 
the,pr?nch, may.ftijl be prevented by the fame 
means v¥lhjich appe^r$.to be the only way to do 
it, or the only way ;at jieall in which it is hke- 

ly ever to bc.done,:...; .1. .. ... 

. . Ogr 
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In cont^p^rifon of the northern coloniesi^'bUifbe 
jRltiKh oitihe*A/i^/i arf iluifib kpoce faiHce- 
wife. There are twice or thirjkie afc^ tpsitiiY^tptt 

to^faeat ^tcmsr :as.in dikl4Uifi4tfa put i;QgKt^ 

Gm^ittn::TGh9jhsLyc imdncdfiBwy mgreQ!»)f» 
$buii Omahtkij. whick aroA ckg to^thiTDi^iiMl 
IbrthaiisToafcn dit^i wiU^waBC^jfticc^xiir .^ 
ib&Fciscltbanre (encche fm^tl lo the jl^j^gS]^ 
fku.tnmfimsgtne# itil;cetlttfnly fiefef^if^ 
Jfcndt* ibi$^ after them t0^i[ktfil$0^* / . ? •: :: ': 

^ rigtiflrf emplojmi i»J:hi& ombm^t thoi^^v^ 
Jiiaj: ftud rfroin Britain^ migbtbe as vrell.dif* 
]Rifediofi I We&e heiov>; ftothe forccicfEj^ 
9r6tK:h''ih l^lii^eripa'^likeanarmffappd^^ 

tiUif ri or . borti oif which ^phces, a» inajr bci 
thoughi moft prbp^,: i fikce^onee^mbaelDoi 
k coovtaiai&tiy attack V "fwbiie^jQnr.forrreiiflf 

m€my^^9f*^r0WhPivtiy^ and- iorbc^^^c^ 
S^ninriikk itJsascbnreQienc.-; • «■ -w 1 :>]:;.' 
^ . .Alt' tbia !is fo fkiii. and obTioifai^.ihtfeir 
iicwd cnot Iboinfifteditipob i '^welbatt'dhly/cap^ 

shem, in the prefent fKuation of afl^irs. 

lU.ne 
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ilLSte expediency a$td nkeffty'4fra(/pig aud 
' Witting the fnrerof eur coUnies in the frefent 
fitmtum ff affair Si and the pit al effects Qff0^ 
-^kffingit. . . 

- All that is pfopofed by the above meDtionf 
ct! union of. oor col^iics, is only a jun6don 
of tbeit: force. for their mutual fafety ' and do> 
ftnc^v.which might be as proper and conve* 
hient at^all tirnes^ as it leems ux be^abfolucely 
neceflary at the prefent time. We talk much 
of driving the French due of their oicrOack^ 
"fhents, but it -does not feem.tobe fo^eafity 
done. We ha^ been three years only going 
to attack them, and have not yet been able 
even to do that. On the ^ contrary^ they 
gaitt ground -upon us every wisere.;^ while ive 
&em to do nothing but fit fUllahd look om 
We hear many things, propofedy or rathct 
tsdked of, but we ihould be glad to fee Jamftr 
thing ii^iif. . Sundy it is high/dme. In the 
mean time we ihould be glad even to bear anf 
thing propofed, that was likely to : iuccced. 
, Our ftrcngth and dependance feems to be oiir 
nutnber^of men in North America v but what 
ufe do we make of them I I don't fee any of 
chat) hanily employed I^Noteven in fernces 
ilpan^which their all fecfns to depend ; as well 
^'4iturwh61e concerns jcxf the n^ionrin Amcrl^ 
Hioa ^ TUs isthi^ only advantage: we have over 



*^- > ■ • 1 ^1^ 



our 



u 



Jr: 



4.4 - 



ourenemy^ which we feem to tpake no u(e 
ofi CO counterbalance the many other advan- 
te(ges they have over us. 

What may be the reafon of all this, wc 
cannot divine,, and far lefs explain, We haVc 
many hundred thoufand men in Notth Ame- 
riqa^t to bear arms, and not much above one 
thoufand perhaps in arms.* I mean the tegiment 
of New York aftually under their general. As 
for what the other colonies may intend tp do,* 
when or how it will be done, we don't fee. 
New England rs faid to have promifed fuccours 
indeed ; but how or when will thofe (uccours,- 
or any force we have, or that is propofed to 
be raifed in all America, recover Niagara^ 
or the river Obio^ the only two things wanted 
almoft ? Or will they ever march from New 
England to either of thefe places ? Surely it is 
very inconvenient* if hot imprafticable to 
do it. 

Is tliis the way to drive the French oiat of 
America ? To recover our loft" territoricar 
from them ? — Or even to hinder them from 
over-running all that continent ?— To fccurc 
our colonies, and hinder their encroachments* 
for the future ? — Or ever to expcft an honour- 
able peace from them ? — It was for thefe pur* 
pofesj that we went to war, and if we don't' 
purfue them, what occafion had wc fbr fuch 
a war? 

* This was wrote Tome time ago. 

There 
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. There may be fcb ernes laid for thofe pur- 
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pofcs* deeper than we can fee through"; other - 
wife they muft be of little fignification. Our 
only aim feems to be, to take Crown Pcmt^ 
and have afTembled no force but for that 
purpofe. But what confequence is that of, 
fuppofe we fhould take it ? It would hinder 
the French from cutting our throats, you will 
lay, at prefent, but it will not doit hereafter. 
They will carry their point, hotwithftanding 
we fliould take Crown-Point. This is not 
their point in view, and far lefs the only oo^ 
we Ihould have in view. Their great point 
is, to fecure Niagara and fort du ^efne^ by 
which they will fecure all the inland parts oi 
North America^ and almofl: that whole contl* 
nent \ and have all the reft of it at their 

■ ■ . . . . .y 

command, when they pleafe. And if they 
can keep you employed about Crown-Pointy 
till they do that, they may laugh at you when 
you have taken it. Whereas, if we were to 
fecure thefe places, we ihould lofe little or nor- 
thing by Crown- Point. 

For this reafon we have been at no fmall 
pains to explain the confequence and impor* 
tance of many places, as well as of Crown* 
Point ; which few feem to have any notion of. 
Ip is- true, Crown-Point is an important place 
ty gain, and a way to diftrefs the French, if 
we ihould carry it \ but it is not the way to 

F z get 



get the better of theoi, and root them v>ut of 
their encroachments, the only thing wt i^ant. 
To attack the French at Crown-Pointy Mon^ 
-treah or ^ehc^phcts that we might do vciy 
well without, is like attacking them inr Flto- 
4erss to take the bull by the horns ^ vrhik we 
have fo m^ny ways to circumvent tliem»: and to 
carry every . point we' want» without anyJof 
thofe more expenfive, precarious^ ^nd frutt- 
iefs exploits* 

If you would root the French out of Ame- 
rica altogether indeed,, take Crown-Point, 
Montreal^ and Quebec ; which may not be (b 
eafily done perhaps, nor io much for o^iv 
purpofe. But if you would recover your lof- 
jcs^ fecurc ypurfelvcs, and prevent the farther 
progrefs of the French,; or their future en- 
crbachment3>takeiV/tf^^rj and Fort du^^ejk^ 
This we apprehend might not be fo difiicult 
to do, as to attack Canada^ whil/t it would do 
all that we want, y/hcreas, if they keep us 
wholly employed in attaching. Ctf»j/i?^C^ 
Breton^ or any other place, which they would 
employ us about for forn?,timp atleaft.; if wc 
fuccecd at laftj which! may. be very pre^ari^ 
bus; yet they will carry all they wapri .if we. 
Icav^ *thi?m in polkfTionof iy/>^/?rtf^ apd t]ho 
riycr Oi^io. It ros)j be feid pedi?^, we. (h^ll* 
take thofe places at laft; but^J caq.fcc; Wfz^c 

n^ir in fo vrnny delays \ cfpeciaUy.if we,pon-^ 

fider 




.... 'Issr^ ... . 

•Bder -our en ga ganc m s tlftithaci'isi ■vfcll^ajf 

im.Atnenti. '' - ■ v " r. ■. , ; '.- ).-■ ■•; - : ■■ . • - ■ — • ^.■■' 

^' Now if we wjinfider thefituat^bvbf ofir'cd- 

JonlesiiiefeTeprefcnwd, hoWaeafjrittjghtit bc',% 

3«te»ft'? By which**re might have a«cefs talii- 
j^ars V root them out of att chjn^eftefb1ldiAIitfts 
"aboiit \iktErie •, attd drive riieiif fowe fttjJtt biir 
frontiers, fo as to httvfe rtothlflg'tt) feiyti-<J»b It 
— By this one ftep likewife we fhbUfcT MtdV)^ 
aod'leecirii-air'the'fiidlWnir of Kofth Aiti^ifica; 
imd tetrievi otif loft credit: with^ttefe't)e(^ 
^Hbd&Us^b ttd(fK milbhief, ami the French * 
fd'imucTi tcr^ictf i' the great poiht Wfe 'have' t(S> 
gaia. 

11i6^;'thaf "^veiV toay 




i^toiiietft ^li'tHe fatfe-BFthe'«!iTlf<rfiUnaie'g^ 

them. .We Were no? t;fteni iTo «rell acquiajnti^ 
^tn thole bliaccsi nor our 6wn ttreiigth or 
ntuation, as It 18 TO be hoped We are novr^ 
ot'ttiay be 1 to whieh every piece of intcih- 
gence mijr contribute fomething, 
' Fot this faufpoie; our northern colonies, with 
the forces in thenfi, niay eafily keep the 
FWnth" ac Home to defend thettifelves on their 
tiiclh org^n frormirs, tf not take their f rpnticr 
jifecft from thfcffi4' whil? the middle divifioii 
of dur'J^bipnics abbv^e n^ndoned, With what- 

ever 
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^ver force they could mufter, might allemble 
upon the Ohioy and attack Fcrf du Sluejks* 
Thefe middle colonies have not lefs than fe- 
vcnty'or eighty thoufand fcncible men in 
them, if not more^ and cQuld fuch a number 
of men be of no fervice to recover our loflb 
and their own & or to oppofe a thoufand or 
twelve hundred men the Freo<;h have upon 
the Ohio ? I do not hear of one of them em^ 
ployed for that purpofe, if it be not to keep 
two or three forts at bay with the Indians \ at 

« » \ . ■ . 1,4. 

as great an expence perhaps firit and laft, as 
it would take to drive the French from the 
Ohio altogether, by one ftroke of their whole 
force joined together : by which likewife 'ail 
their encroachments upon us^^ Niagara^ Late 
Ericy U Detroit y &c. muft falf into our hands j 
and we might recover by this one ftep all wc 

want in N. America, in the fame manner that 

. , ■* ■ . .■ ' ■ ■ 'I . ■ ■» . 

the French took it from lis. 

. - • •, 

This, that we have repreferiited, ' feems to 
be the way to condudt, and difpofe of the fu- 
perior force we vaunt of in America ; which is' 
otherwife like an unwieldy miachine that ii* 
not to be managed, nor made any life of ; and' 
that at all times, as well as the pfefent. 

From what has been faid, I hope, ho dxit 
will imagine, that I pretend thereby to prcP' ' 
pofe mcafurcs, and far lefs to pfefcribe ruVes^" ' 
to the right hohourable their general /afid'' 
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commahdcr in America, to whofe fupcrior 

iSni and condu6t the direAioo^of thofe things 
h entruftedi with fuch juft and general ap- 
plaufe and fatisfa^on. Our only view and 
de%n is, tojirenpben bis bands -, hf making 
every one unUe and concur with him ; other- 
wife we arc afraid of little fuccefs. And when 
they do that, I hope they will rather take his* 
advice, than mine, who am no ways ac* 
qu;ainted with luch military" ogerations y what-!, 
ever little intelligence I may ha^ gained of 
iKc fituation of our (Jcjloniesj^ivKlch he has fo 
much better oppoft unities to know. 
^.Our colonies and others perhaps^ may 
iifiagine, that every thing is to be done ai 
bmcy and that Britain is to take the whole 
burthen oif protedfing and defending them.' 
But we fear they may have pccafion enough to* 
exert and employ all the force they can, if they* 
expeft to be effectually pfoteCled and defend- 
ed-— Britain lias tttany afiairs to manage at 
home, that more nighly concern it ; and others 
again in many parts of Europe, which mud 
be attended to r. while it is led into difficulties 
and diftrefles for its colonies. The colonies 
th^n mufl: exert themfelves, both in their own 
defence, and in the intereft of their mother 
country •, if ever we expeft to fee them in any 
manner of fafety again, or the troubles in them 
brought to a happy conclufion. 

I They 



They ' know furcly^ thpt their -vieihte de-' 
pm^ upo(^ fbc prosperity of Britaip— Do'thejr ' 
ceropl^in of i>j^^ i^^'V "pon their cotninb- 
diHs?,f,. ,T%y catifiot expeft to be free fr,oi5ft", 
them» wHen ttwre are fuch; i/^gi /a^fjJaBri-j 
Mt^. ..And, , there tnu^ always be fach t^ts, 
fuit^ lopg and .tedioiis wars, the occafion oi 

'.Oiir coioiiips fcem 'to be 'very dcfirotis alid 
^tiacious of their liberties and priviledges :. 
hxit how long , do they cxpedt to maintain 
cneni, if the French come among them ? They 
■ can, never expert them from a French yoke. 
"ftoT coulii chey exped: to enjoy them by being 
made independent, as fome may imagine per-, 
lups. They would then want tyrants of thein 
QWn_ to furprcfs thofe, that would otherwifc- 
mannize over them, as I have often heard ma-' 
nu'tf the moft judicious people in them de-, 
(jl^, and as every one inuft perceive — The. 
6qiy way by which their' mother country is- 
able to maintain its liberties and privii^es, is,- 
b^ being Operated ffbtn the fame gdntlnc'DS 
witli othet deipptic poWersJ'particuiarty^^ 
l^rench, whicK would ottierwife fwalltiVr' it ^i 
in'theuftguarded' government t^ar Kbe1rty-«- 
fqr^s.'_ "'And^ ifiey tan only" citpeft' 'the- Wt4 
privileges From the fame faaf'cei'^j^iori<i^ 
^I'ng' *ith thleir iriother cot(ntry-lb''r^ Mm 
uTurpcrs Both 6f 'property,' 1ii3^ies ^iid-^riVil 
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leg^^romamo^gi&em, Othcrwife they muft 
cM^.to te plunged at brice frpm onedc-' 
trejiic ioto.thc QtJieri Wdiia*^ aDie-irATBii' 
pftju^tt them, its' the Romans'Bad of oTd, i^ 
^i'i^tn' inufi: have, when tlie abiile of libtttj^ 
bjings them to ffie laft extremity. ■' 

^iLec every OPC then concur ind unite togfr^ 
ther to put an end to fuch'necella'ry fourtes of 
ioiiperif^ i^argcs and expence i and toot iou^ 
aiicBfimy*: thn is, has been, and ever will bej 
tfae ^oB^t and perpetual caufe of thcTe and 
ajl our other burthens and mUtbrtunes ^ ib 
long at feaft A Uiey rem'aip where they are.' 

It k to' 1)6 leared indeed, that our planteni 
may Duke but t^d foldicn i and I Ihall noc 
pretend K> fay much iii' their behalf in chat r^ 
ped^, alcho' I.krifiw no trials that have beeh 
made of them, but wK'at^they hive'behavdd 
very srellini -Britiih troops indeed, and regii* 
Wfortci, are'np'doubt'moch more to be 
Cfiyed, iR°"» ■ ^ they' were to be had i b'uf'l 
f««^w.rfVhem to rpace, ibf'thelnTficcsthaf ai*- 
pc^ tfihc requifite in America. And if we coo^ 
^i^f r^h^fprce of the French, uidthe uiauy occa- 
I10Q3 tlKrraie, or may b^, for the Britiih troops 
d^V}>^^ we fear all aids may be wanted,;9nd 
9011 fi^'^ftiji^in Amertpn rpty be wanted, as well a$ 
oi^.ic^pcs, whieh. may at, ,le»ft bt of Tm^ 
V4 l^r*^T'<^i if .they>are not equal. tO~'regu^ 
Ijtri^trq;^.. 'Wihey know Jijtle of theartof 
^fiMjMCis high time thejF Ibiould learn lome- 
G : thing 






thing of it a^ Ica^j . fcfpcciaUy^,w.|iflt ye hdrc^ 
propofe for xktrfl^ noiutjitt t^ir Soiree, together^ 
ifj^ntbc, French. WPP^ among them,^ by 
W^ich; there i8^lletdQubt but :;|iey tnighc be fv 
fome ferviccj^t^p^jroot. the French. 9i}i; of tnany^ 
pbK^es, 'WbiCbTxnuft rb^. recovered, .or die tfiis 
lAtiion had fiwrfy il^ttcr have, potting fotjo 
with America.. And al) that is, wanted fyv 
^hiB::purpQfe,;i§,o.4y;4 fmall lamJn.fuppIi^^ 
Vjjickl wpald-.^ffiw-rt. many .fu(wi}rs,i.if .^jhg^ 
lJlerp:Qnly:^fflfiiJ».bera!fed.j i,-;, -r;,. P; 
Some- pechapritn jy;.ifnagiDciTth#(j)tbpft: piiJjM 
inr'BcxJQunts of .(3ur,feifat;io<i m ASB^^^^i Qpay 
berpiiiju3idial to c^irtntereft:, . \iyi\Wis^]!fPoy!th 
tb; oDr eneh)ies:ici B«t:Iet tkem ^tfioa! il^tipdifff 
they! wtliy if::iref>vere (htts..tditiity{:Pftr fofct 
inrvNbrih)- Aiimr rfaa 3i:dgeth€if, cWA'iP^^ti.telf 
fbpn inich it^^itbafCjweiddfy ihen^r;^^^ MS« 
JUnd>af*we'dorhoti!d^tbat, by t continue ia the 
fimded difltaded-rcotidicion we have.^h in,: 
ideiy therivto sriako.our fituatipn. w«}4^e th^n 
ID is. They Aiavc idone all thjby :f:oul^ to ruin 
us-aiready, anSharYlr concerted jerftryJj^GTeim. 
*b^y Could for tliat Jp.urpofe* froin anyintcJliiK * 
i^Mce that coul4 tc given tbem^ which they:do 
«not feetf) to ftand ihjnigh fo much xKCcd of, . as 
'We do. . It It !faitlyt high time for tjs : tbefi 
to dD fomethiftg next ; not only.- to r^rieve 
^Kifprcfcnt loffes, * but to preycftt thc^Kkc for 
life future; And"! for . either of thefQ purpoics 
1 .' I 1 fee 
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I fee nqtluBg ipore qfpediow.^^ wh^is hptm 
propofe4i.<^^raiib aad mj^e, fh^ force of^^w 
fplonips .tpgetherj, f^r^tlvpif.. mutual defence, 
apdfhe recovery, of ouT/loi^s la them. ; Ifuwi 
49 (iQSifn^^.Mfe of the a^y^nt^ge^t (Inac* Go4 
and nature has put. ii)(a ;pMr l^an^s, . wli^jUf 
betc^. j^c^ff c^Q we i^q{[^e£t> than what :we 
hfi^e^ipet ]f kh, frptn the^ff^ffil negled of thofje; 

/£be eyp^jdienc^ andfiy^ fhe jie^eiHty c^ 
thus raifiog and. uf^ting jtl^.-foEce of pur ^olpr. 
Oip^w^infifjc^ ,n^uft,appw^ all who will 
SRwPfWf ^c Ctw^tion of affairs in Europe and 
^ipq^ca, .Xpgetber, lefpeci^ly in the pre^oi: 

np^aU I^Qjith AiWficf ^ a fpanner, and take^ 

to ffC}vc;cfh^r^Mc:>'?^^.^^.^^^ our, fbr^§ 
froip,^c(a?e, Jn prder.^ prevent us fromrf^ 
<^e«}ng.jpw JoOe^^ or^^^ .%?iftft 

#»nH^ thf^sjten ua,wjth.ij»Yi^fiQns at hpme^ 
9^a^ wa^ pf^t^ifrContiMft qf J^urope^ by whic^ 
ffff JVS^^iblt tore!ie>2p.pA;)r,folontes by forces 
^nt (ipofXi ^r]S^ifj^\i\ : and /whaitjhfiye we to doj^ 

9r w^.P^.!^.pi^ppoM^9 J?edone) in fuch ^ 
fituation^ but to raife the force of our colonies^ 
themfelvesi that is there.ready upon the fpot, 
and iu^iqi^ni: to dp all that is wanted ? If thifii 
Jhad tweiirdone ^t firft^ it might have, prevent*. 
<4 aji .(be IpiSef the jnaaon h;^ fuftamed } anc^ 
tUrc i5»TOf SfiJaS -PP pdicr way to retrieve: 

G 2 thofc 
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tKdfelirfreV' of cvcft to 'prevent inany tiioi^ 
IBcli;^ bur by'^thc fame meafures^now.' TWt 
is thie way ill ithiehour enemy has a6Nlr| 
Ihey have raifed the whole forte of their eoli)^ 
fi!M, and how aire weto oppofe them^ bUfi^ d9 

tfid fetne in ourcdionies ? i " * ^j-; 

"' If Wd have or may havt other engager 

ihcms elfewhere, and nigher home, tbia^iUgi«e 

us an opportunity to attendcothem, andix>mpl|r 

^h'thbhi^ foi* WhkK |>urpofe let %ft gecvfd 

dF our ehgiigenfiene» iHt Amttic^y ' arid^'uniae 

6ur fotce togcthcif,''*M4iere*tr it thay 1>tf waifm . 

ed for other purpofes: a thing that' ^IgMc 

Mve 'been doric lt>Tigr*gD,-if(^itK half^thfe* 

pence it lias finer c6fti'^5f it »had been 'bifty 

brd^id i and il^hihg that mulUJe donfe at ftill/ • 

if -^We eVer ci^ to d6 afiy ^thingj^ af^fai* atfl 

ati iier^rfve aC'fcift; ^ AM ^thi!^'^hivelg«i 

of ^citrt iexpeft, bf deKJ^rfgi kj 5$/ tb^^ittatelt 

ttH^^fiJies'tnbre^iffldiilii'tad^'ehatl^^ do> 

as '^ ftavfe a1f«td/^hfc;* ^fite^ enemy ''*^ 

ivery 'daV pbdnng 1n^«WBj» itifo all^ partr-^ 

A'rfiertca, whHe -ifrhive Horie to liMirt* tb fcftd 

' after thcfm, thsit ^iare'liKdy <o»ao imytMng'W 

Tealfl:, anij rriake^ no iife'bF the niAfhbers idf ^irr 

we hive there'? ■ '' ■ ^ -* "^ '-^';. cfi>-*n-i.i 

^ 'WliJHout'fome fuch^^meaflirratf Icaft, what 

db we dor but protrafl 1 ti^diokjis and expion* 

fr^^aH'that is as gi<eat aJdadan^burtfaenllao 

tlit?%atio« ta[ it is^ft diftriHKHt' and di(hotl6Uflf<to 

ye\ Hv^chdbCvaAy vieW0f««ii' Md^ li}(fh^a«4ft- 

^"AiM.h glorious 
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glorious HadCexptn&n war; or any.proipeft. 
A6m it 2^'lalt butrmn and deftrufiiipn emj 
iKfteriB ! -^ We are farrouoded by a dangerous 
eiK^tliy ofi all fides^ who do usi alLthe mifchicf 
ik tbtifpowttj and we do not ib nnich as arm 
our people in their own defence, npt even Co 
prevent tfadr throats from being cut I This 
ire;^e'Kkely ta hear many more accounts of^ 
Hqirn the "^ great force the French have fent to 
blmencaof late, atid raifedth^re together, thatp 
iAem^ny tragical fcenes that have been com- 
mitted |>y -the inconfiderable force they have 
liad riiere hitherto. 

V It cannot be alledged, that there are no men 
to be raifedl in our cotpnies^ fince the contrary 
is Ib^wdl known» - -They rai(ed nigh io,ood 
Tfhen theJaft year la aU-our eolonies put ^oge* 
iher, Efficient iK>t only to have faved Ofweg^^ 
bur to h^ve done all that was wanted perhaps,- 

tNT at feaft to havis put ran end to the bufineft 
Aisytsff^- if thiy had: l^ad ^ders for that pur-* 
'^pofe. BtttisU ndth^r pur bufmefs ^or.dc- 
i^^to< im{uk€ into paft'condud|»\but td pi^ 
rride for thks future* If our colonies railed f^h 
:« force before voluntarily and of their own 
accord, how much greater force might 'th,(gf' 
inot raiieby exprefs orders for that purpofe ; 
^ which is.dtthdt ii$emsto be wanted, to retrieire 
^aihoikrioObsirt An>eFica, to root our enetay 
c^ftut'ofoallifcheir encroa:chments therc^ and to 
liirii^ ihtiti^txx: leaion ytry foon^ % aU* that ytfis 
■' of-'o-r: ' wanted 



wmted by this W9r; which weibecQ to have 
no other way to ^ccomplKh I^If we do. oq^ 
attempt this at leaft^ . what do .wc do but carry 
on a war, without fo much as endeavouring 
Xo anfwer any of th^ ends of it P-r— -Jf it h^4 
been intended to give up thoTe countries . m 
America, that the French b^ve overrun^ wjb; 
could not take a more effeduai way to do \t^ 
than what has been uken-r-^^^ it y^Q})^ 
have been much better furely to have dot)^ 
that at dr&j before we incurred fuch aaei^penc^ 
for them,, and loft the honour and glory of thf; 
nation with them. 

We are ainufed indeed with an jptqn4ed 
expedition to America, whicji yrp wijOiall ibc:n 
cefa to. 3ut:whac if that fliould fail ? Qr.^liafi 
if the French IhwW attack (pm^ of pur moreim- 
portant colonics, while w< (ire atStempjing fomq 
trifling place of theirs ? .^nc^^hat if they (hogl4 
bf^e^nt mor^ men p A^pprf^^^ t^n we have 
done? They have cprta^^dy.iijaijy mqre.tofpa^p; 
fot that piJrppfe. What fituatjofl vtioi^ld our.afr, 
fairs in- America be ip thea?. W^,(hpul4 n>j^ 
Vith nothing but difg^ac^anddi^^our^^witjii 
]ofa upon lofs^ every where j which there v^qu^ 
be no way tp prevent, iiut by r^fi^ our /orcp 
ip America. . ■ ...,^ ^., . 

-Eiv^ or fix t^uland men ii;i4eed mighty . 
haTC;.dpnC the buftn^fs in Ameriqa^ very eafily 
;«,ftKfe but we have now iet f hftt pppon^nity.. _ 
0^ it is tx^^ be feared. T|ifi Fjxnc^jtave been. 

L .-..•.'.v * fending 



fehdifigTrtJin td' all parts 'ttf'Atrtarica for tbefe' 
tfiie^ yek^^ piiff, 'iaS:1tiii faif^i' s)i\thie inMi^ 
A^y'havis'ktfcrtltb join then) J and Wtffcfc Wfwt 
a tonvcnJc'nt' fiitiatian'thiif aWi'ii evei^ wKfert' 
to ilKinfelc their WhoW f6tce^6^eflifcr •' VrhibW 
muff be fiipenor even to the foifce ttiif <ee pr6^ 
pbfe tofchd to ^attack thcin jn their eritfthcli- 
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liy ibis wemishV do ourl)urine{*sat onb^« W- 
Q^re it is ..too late, and out of'our {>ower to'db' 
ic'at any rate V whicn it woulfd otliefwife fdein 
lij^eiy to CM! .viery ibon. !VV4thi6ut this Wfe dhi' 
ly employ a few men at" a time id' bt itii^' 
i''facrificc.'o£i' iuid Icefti V^'ifeiliif AJirtt ^ftj 
ifraid of tiuf tui^ an cneh^y; 'Mt'h^s done tiv 
all'the'mirciiKfTn thcif pb«ye^'-and threa^ii 
us with the lofs of eVelV' ikWg that is'ttf 
9pnfe'qucpcfc oirconcfern to' lis. ' ' 

It waiftcliiie <^^^^^ and backward pftff 

ceedings ,in the beginning of Gie faft^warji 
i(Hat kept tfc^* nation fd Ibng lA it, and run it 
ibto. fuch a (Te'^t by it, for no tnidfier of pur- 
pofe 5 but the fame nieafurcs In this tear arrf 
likely to be attended with much worfe con(i- 
quences : we gained nothing by that, as indeed' 
we had nothing to gain by it 'from the Spani* 
pds at leaft *, but we have much to'Iofe iti 

this. 
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this war, and feein to be ia a fair if not a cer-. 
tain way to da it, unlcfs wc prevent it in timc>, 
before it may be too late. Th? ..^niequencc' 
of fuch loflfes mufl: be, the natjon will be de- 
prived of iu very refources \ by which, and* 
by which alone, it is able to recover itfelf after" 
fo many lofles and misfortunes, andexpenfive* 
Vars, or even to hold out under them. The 
colonies are the great fources from which this 
nation draws its fu>ftance, and Supports itfelf, 
under fuch burdens and oppreflionsTrom debts' 
and taxes *, and if it is deprived of theni, it 
miift be ddjprivcd of its very vitals," arid' thcf 
only means it has either to recover dr. fupportf 
itfelf; not to mention its navarpowpr. Out 
enemy feeing this ftrike at the very roojt of oiir^ 
profperity ai}d felicity, with a view to cut ds 
off both root and branch, if polCble ; whicli 
we feem tacitly to fubmit to, or do not ufe our 
endeavours at leaft to prevent ! 

It feems to be the only inquiry pf many^ 
yrhomay be the authors of fuch meafures, and 
who i^t ; which is nOne of our biifihefs or de- 
lign to inquire into, and would avail but litfle 
to the nation perhaps, if we did. Our only 
defign is to prevent fuch calamities, if poffible ; 
to which we imagine a fair account and re-* 
prelentation of them may be fome what at leaft 
conducive. In giving fuch an account we do 
DOC inquire into conduft, but only reprefent 

matters 



hT^jtt«i?S qf faa ^ vcJaj^^fhomf: ^s. far as ,thtjf.. 
li^iCoCome ta c^u*" I<:nawled@e, . This., we w^s.-: 
giafc is-thejb$it wsiy tp- amend our cpndua^^i^. 
ki^fs been aroifs. ,-, -v : • - •..:.; v, V,...,, , 
^ JFw ,<J<>iog «hi^ Ws ,cl»pin pnly tjlw jjiiriil^^i 
diA^ted to aH itoankiod- ,byi «hat g^en fuJpicj 

Bai«;jn!fori»ply^mg «4^c^at vy^ dpji)Qt.fig(^y,.|jiar, 

wer a£JeA(}:f !to|u;even'c .|ji€,^fQr\^ th$:,.^a{i9^ '. 
tsmpim^ ofi ^ jveiia^ the vpng?3iic^)t «?,M)f, Jfl(^ 

fij.feftfiWsk-.WH-grig it.. .^iv4-jfprejth^,(9^ tbffc 
p*rpc»re8.,wp cap ...t9>/0at|^i^.,b<}tt(y-^;,j^ajf^.^^^^^^ 

latei .ifof j, j(»l|jgb.'.,*><*rfpfei :, »i\ ^^W"^. i«>£a l^h^ 
fituation, imporiisMw;e,:|q$i .coijr^gijeqf^:^ ..|Pjf . 

ofeSftff/vtf H:^S?fed,,€Qdf.>;^to jr^r^fs th^, grjey-p. 
ai^9, ofillje fisFtP?? ,» oPi '^'^i«:^*f At t|?5 ryui. with , 
^l¥l*l!6cJS',otbqKyyiiM tbrf^tn?^* ..,, . , . / . / / 

^Ifl^jjiAl^aieen propofed, as plain and rcaiunabfe 
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as it othcrwife appears •, which we cannot hui 
animadvert upon, fince thofe difficulties, who- 
ever may make them, are fo plainly repug- 
nant to the public intereft and welfare. 
: In the firft place, they fay, intereft rules all 
the world, and why fhould it not rule our co- 
lonies likcwife ? If wc make any propofal to 
rule Englifhmen, without allowing them fomc 
fhare and intereft in it, we fear our propofals 
will be all in vain. As long as the colony of 
New-England can defend their own frontiers, 
that they arc told only belong to them, by the 
forts of MaJfachufelSj Pelhan$^ Shirley^ and 
Stevens^ i^c. if they are even allowed thefe, 
we fear they will have but little regard to lake 
Champlain^ Crown-Pointy or Lake Ontario ^ that 
lie on their neighbours frontiers, unlefs they are 
allowed feme intereft in them. This they have a 
right to by their charter, which extends from 
featofea, while they have been hemmed in by 
other colonies within lOO pjiles of the fea. 
By this means, that rcfpcftablc colony, that 
is the only fupport and fecurity of all the reft 
wc have there, and is only able to oppofe the 
<Jefigns of our enemy, is confined from exert- 
ing, itfelf, and prevented from being of the 
general fervice it might otherwife be. It is 
confined in a nianner to the fea coaft, has 
hardly land fufRcient to fupport the people in 
it, inftead of producing any commodities for 

Britain \ 
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Britain ; by which it is obliged to interfere 

with Britain and the other colonies in trad? 

4nd mangfafturcs, while the French overrun 

all thofe countries about it, which the people 

oi New- England would have fettled and fecu- 

red long ago, if they had been only allowed tp 

do it. 

But at the time when the French feized moft 
of their prefent encroachments on us, about 
the year 1730, both Britain and many of tha 
colonies feemedto be in a ftace of warfare with 
ffew- England, This is a difficulty, you may 
imagine, that is eafily removed by dedar.ng a 
Peace between them : but that perhaps may 
be as difficult to do, as even to make a peace be- 
tween Britain and France at this prefent! There 
?re difficulties in this fo great, that I do not 
Jcnow how to propofe them^ and far lefs to re- 
piove them. But is there no way to be thought 
pf, tp allow thofe Charter Cclonies to extend 
any farther, or as far as they can ? Surely the 
fecurity of the Britifh dominions, of all lake 
Champlain^ lake Onrario, Niagara^ &c. depends 
ycry much upon it ^ whatever objedlions there 
pay be to it. 

This is an obftacle that feems to ftrike at 
the very root of our progrefs and improve- 
ments in North America, efpecially in the 
charter colonies : and there are others that 
equally retard and obftruft it in all this north- 

H 2 crn 
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ern divlfion of our colonics abovementloned, 
There are difputes fubfifting between the 
crown and the people there, that arc enough 
to overfet every thing that could be propofed, 
and far more undertaken, for either of their 
interefts. There is no wonder then to fee the 
French overrun our colonies, as they have 
done, while thefe difputes cngrofs the attention 
of the public fo much, and crofs and thwart 
^11 public meafures that can be propofcd. 

But to fee if any thing can be done in thefeu 
northern colonies; the chief thing is furely to 
(Irengthen the colony oi New-Tork as much 
^ poflible ; which, we are forry to fee, fomc 
would rather endeavour to divide and weaken, 
contrary to the general and public intereft and 
welfare of the whole nation both at home and 
fibroad, and the chief thing the nation has to 
pttend to perhaps in all America. How far 
(his colony, and the whole nation in America, 
has been weakened already, by feperating New 
Jerfey from it, I would rather leave to others 
^9 fhpw, who may be better acquainted with 
it. This we may fafely fay, as far as I can 
fee, that, however convenient fuch a divifion 
piay be for the good of government, if it has 
proved fo, as it was faid tp be for a governofj^ 
when it was made, we can at lead fee nothing 
1^ fuch a djyifion cqnfiftent vyith the fafety and 
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kcuthf of thofe colonies, and far left iHth 

the ftrength of the nation in America. 

The province of New Tork is not above il 
or 15 miles broad, if fo much, in the chief and 
principal part of it nigh the fea-coaft, Md 
not above 60 or 70 within land; whilft it 
has a frontier to defend, from Montreal to the 
Straits of the lakes and farther, that is im- 
menfe^ not lefs than laoo miles and upwtitii 
in length from eaft to weft, befides ks gnsaf 
breadth from north to fouth: arid thw at 4 
great diftance from the feat of governmentt * 
which is at the very remoteft extremity of tlM 
province from this frontier. 

This again is the whole frontier of the Bri» 
ti(h dominions in America, that is and has beep 
oppofed to the French, and liable to tljieir coit* 
(lant incurfions and encroachments. It is oi| 
this frontier that Crown-Pointy Lah Cbam* 
flain, fort Frontenag^ Ofwego^ Niagara^ Di^ 
troity and all the moft important places in 
North America, and encroachments of iht 
prench, are fituated. All thefe places arc left 
entirely to this fingle little colony to defend 
^nd fecure, while we have fo many more po- 
tent ones on all fides of it ; — We might have 
defied the dice furely to have thrown our af- 
fairs in North America into a worfe fituation, 
than they are by the divifioh of our colonics. 

If 
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if thofe things are rightly confidered, how 
ncceflary will it appear, to let not only New 
Jerfeyy but jywr£»f/<?W likewife, h^vefome 
fliare and intereft in thpfe frontters. The 
Friencb indeied have pontraftcd them into a 
pretty narrow poippals of late, but they ^re 
pot morefecure on that account. 

If it belonged tp us to make fuch proper rc^ 
gulations, as plight be mod conducive to thq 
public fafety and fecurity, we fliould rather 
think, that ConneElicut^ if not Rhode -^Jland like- 
wife, fhould be joined to New-Tcrk^ inftead 
of feparating New-Jerfey from it. And if 
the French continue in poflieffion of Crown- 
Pointy fome fuch regulation may not onl y be 
proper, but abfolutely neceffary •, I mean, fof 
their mutual faftty and defence. 

While this little colpny of New Tork ha4 
all this exterifive frontier to defend, and al} 
thole important places op it to proted* and fe- 
fecure, or guard againft an pnpmy, it has had 
the whple weight and burden of the manage- 
ment of the fix nations, on whom the intereft 
of Britain in America depends, as much as it 
does upon this colony itfelf. In (hort, the 
the whole intereft of the nation in America, fo 
. far as regards the French encroachments, feems 
fo depend upon^^ and to have been left to this 

little colony alone. 

If thofe things are confidered, how neceflar- 
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ry and rcquiGte will a union of our colonies 
appear to be ! Ic is for want of this alone^ 
that the French have been able to oppofe ,all 
our more numerous and potent colonies in 
America, and to over-run them as they have 
done ; becaufe they had in fad none to d^l 
with, but this one fingle colony of New-Tork 
alone, which is no way equal to the talk, 
however thriving it may be. 

When fuch important concerns depend 
upon this one colony, it has been divided 
and diftradled in itfelf; oppofcd by its 
neighbours ; weakened and divided ^ bur- 
dened with expenfive law-fuits ; and in feuds 
and diffentions with the government at home ; 
by which the French have been in a manner 
allowed to over run our frontiers without any 
oppoGtion from us ; and the nation is now put 
to fuch an ex pence both of blood and treafure 
to recover them. Hinc ilU lacbryma. 

If you would oppofe the defigns of the 
French in America then, either now or here- 
after ; recover your loffes and territories from 
them ; put a ftop to their encroachments, and 
exorbitant growing power ; fccure yourfelvcs 
againft it ; proteft and defend your colonies ; 
or prevent the lofles and misfortunes, cxpen- 
ccs and charges, dangers and difficulties, that 
they may and will bring this nation into; I 

repeat 



fcpcztit again, now'ornev^Jirengih'enweid'^' 
hnyof'NeW'Tbrk--^HicIdbGrj Aoc opus ejl.' "' "' 

Many jadlcipns ana reatbiiable propofalsi^' 
have been made for this'pvlrpofe, pafticulai'r^^^ 
hj AoS^oT Coldeny zri&'^rJ'Kenitidy *"WK?irP 
fincc they have never been regSrdcxU, Tfdrbe^*J 
to*menti6h them, or any ofhcri, as tbo'exteft^' 
fivc'fdrmydefign. ' /[ ' ' ^'-^"^ 

We come next tocortfiderthe'middle'clrWi"'' 
fipn of duf colonics above mentioned, andthi'i 
©bftriiftions that oc<*urta" t'heir union'/ ^Heitf' 
wc hive a' moft difagreeible^fubjeftto eonfidi^r,' 
tftfe "rellgkKis principles of- mankind- r' MrKieh' 
likewifej with every thmg that "^o^jM Vett-b^ 
thought of, have cbofpired taruin oufaifFaird 
in Amerita, and niuft'certftinly endanger thcf 
Jofr of 6 W colonies -alt^ther,- unlcfg^'rfiofe 
caD.fes of thcTT danger aii^-difgracc are revM'^ 
dfedand rcmbved'in'time. -•'• ■ • :i 

Thfs wifl-pla'mly -appear frofn what has- afc? 
ready happened. The firft motions of thcf- 
ericmyin buf latedifturbances, their diicf^n* 
croachmerits upon us, aboiit lake Erie, and tbdi 
river Obio^ lye in the province oi PgnfylvaHidf 
thatiias as manyvif not morepteople initthaniatt- 
this middle divifion of our colonies put togfe< 
ther, "'and^both'from thi^^andits^ficnation witlrj 
regarrd'tb*^th€- enemy ffioipJd be the ftrengria:; 
anWftwHWarfc^.ibf the nation in that part.; whaMfc 
this colony eith(jr difclaims the ufe of arms, or 
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i% fo divided by a mixc multitude of people of 

ib many difFercnt nations and per/uaHons, that 
it can make no ufe of them, nor exert the 
great force and ftrength it might otHerwife be 
lecure in, from fuch a number of people in fo 
fcnall a compafs. Here then lies our weak 
fide ; which the enemy, even the Indians^ 
knew fo well, that they have taken the ad- 
vantage of it all along; and feemed to be the 
great caufe of their bold and defperate attempt 
upon the Oih. They told us there, " altho* 
^^ tbey were ienfible the Englidi could raife 
^^ two men for their one ; yet they knew,^ 
*^ their motions were too flow and dilatory to 
" prevent any undertaking of theirs. — They 
^* expedled. to fight the Englifli for three 
** years, (as they have done) in which time 
'* they fliould conquer :*** knowing our de- 
fencelefs date there. And for all I can 
yet fee, they are like to make their words 
good. 

This we do not fay with defign to prejudice 
a people, to whom the nation is much indebt- 
ed for a flouri filing colony they have planted^ 
in one of the moft important parts of the Bri- 
tifii dominions in North America. On the 
contrary, we mean only to fliow them their 
undoubted error, for their own good and the 
welfare of the whole nation, that depends much 

* Wafliington's journal, page i$> 17.' 

t Upon 
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upon tfatei ; which they bave now the faire(t 
opportunity to fliow, if they are not' blind' tx> 
all fenfe and reafon^ as well as their own inte* 
reft, in more refpcfts th an one. ^ 

They ' are fituated in the very ttiidft of ' tte 
Brltith dominions in America ; oppofite tJO ill' 
the inland frontiers* of them ; are rfgh aM 
convenient to all thofe inland parts, mutSk 
more fo" than any other Britifh colony j H«^ 
a ready accefs to them ; and numbers of-iM^ 
to defend them ; while they are defended ai|3 
fccufed themfelves by the other coioniel^ on 
the fide of the fea ; and have nothing to fear 
but a handful! of French, lately fettled ^ofi 
their borders. Is it not their buffnefs then, 
as much as it is their intereft, to root thcih 
out ? If they do not, v^ill they not encreafc 
and multiply? to the perpetual difturbancc 
and annoyance of them and all their neigh- 
bours, and the ruin of the Britilh intereft in 
America entirely, if not of the whole concerns 
of the nationthcre? 

' This is a matter of weighty concern and fc 
tious confideration. And furely if they would 
confider rightly of it, no people in the world 
pierhaps ever had a fairer opportunity offcttd 
them, not only to fecure their own intereft and 
prbpertics,' but to gain every thing elfe thatii 
Vahied and eftcemed among men ; the ^a^ 
plaufe and praife of their prince y the thanks 

I and 
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and eft<em of ihdr ndglhteurs; the T^Fff^ 
and WtMaire of their' contrtfy i the rewtlrda tif 
the great and Blefflrtgs df the poor ; tvich eve- 
ry ihiftg elfc that muff neceffoily be thi frtifts 
of theft great and htudJArUe attaitimenti. Sur^-^ 
ff if th^ aft Ifke1tii6[i, they will never lofe sb 
'oi>pOrtt!kfiity of Acquiring fuch hoAour ahcl 
glory, and fo much good both for themfelves 
jiEnd their ^ffcri'ty j' which ' in their prefel^t 
fi£uatk)& they nAay both have fo much need 

, iuf dfi the contrary, if they lofe' thii oppdt- 
tUnky, and fufifer themfelves to ht blind to 
thebr bWn intereft, as well as the in^er^ ^ 
the Whole nation, by fitting ftUl with thiir 
bih^s in their bofom, white they aiid their 
«ighttours; are in darijgcr of havinjg their 
throats tut every 'day j will it riot be faici, 
aJitTiaS already be^/faid, that thfcy area 
<;li|ikf ;caufe of all &c lofles and misfortunes 
lite 'Whole nation HaS fufered, and may fufFeir 
'6n'{yeir account ; and' that they polfefs fucft 
X'StiS mA fpicious, friiitful and flpurifhiri^ 
country, in the midft and ftioft convenient 
plWe of all thc'^ritifh^btaihion's in America, 
to opgofe their declared eneniy, for nd'othef 
en^ ii^jpifrpofe, bifc to let that enemy ov6r- 
rjih itjiiiA endanger ' of ruin the whole nati- 
on and ail its colonics by rt — — Weigh thefc 
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WD neether, and fee i^lucti youw^U cliQoft?^- 
One of. them I am a&aidyw inuftfhq9^,„ 
...■.JiM then who Wq.«Qy reguxl,.fgi;. (ttfC 
4>nce chciving and flouhfbiiHg colony c^jPifll- 
^iv^mavmi\ not .o»ty ^adrife and, pc^^e 

^ well,55 ^hcM" vpry h^gg iii ,?, manner^ !^ ^{^^ 
.eiffthflt 4^pr^iUcablfi.pnqci^e C.p,9t w^fiy 
,.flf0rlj qf . « ). of Jivips 4n ,1^ '"Wft pf. Siie 

French without the; ufe of arm^ .tH^f..>m)l 
. compe^ them to it, if they continue obKln^tC. 
■If. tiicy;,haye ino occ^ipo for arms no"^y(^i5y 
^ve^ysfoep n>ay and wiUt and,aiay.,|3r^^^^ 
,nac^Wi.^tp ;nany tpore ^^ilHcijUics again ^- 
■h^^» ;^i(hey. contiii|je i^ that perfuafi^on. Jtf 
.ll^y ^i^.Mcepj;efl-(^,il)e_siffer.j|iat vk^m^ 
.thcn:» mt}}/ yeqfs ^^^^ j^il(|La (on^^'i^^^r 

ffOfttiers, upon the Very ^cewl^erc foit _<6( 
.:Quefne now. ftar.ds, tlb3):j^lac9 yould ^pt'^ftve 
.been in the hands of iJie t'rench, and ■ tHey 
would not, have h^d l^lj.f^ei'r.QWfl' jijif^^tCm 
neighbours throaty tSii-^J a ;^cccilcf%j:iw^, 
,af . they. hf^ve. had i..;^d .t^w^^p^Wo^^ 
have iuftained the Wfs oTto mUcH^ BloodiuM 
cr«»fufBi a^ i%k»i, ,jiRd ^JUtfly to-jgii|aip,on 
.ibH.aficpynt. „ . , . , .^:-^ ,jV...-^ ^j,, ^,^(„ 
.^F<i0^»i<f- Ubothby/tsfifijatwqj a^'igii^: 
.l)ejs..pf R?qpl^ (he, *hi?/, fcpqW^r^ ^^^tli^ fttt- 
tKbfjopiiotf^ns in all Npr^^'rp^ij;fs:ib^y(^e 
i^P(xrnB.$if che.oacian,^.: liic.,ip|^'^^^Q.^i^ 
., ' , 'Amenc«j, 
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rAliif^'A, and' the fecurit]^ of thae ivijpde ooo- 

tment^^ depend mocb qpoA iit.-r Jkndi if the 

'.|ieoi94e^will ooCr defend' iiach an 4Di«9e£L, kmuft 

^ ^^h td thafe i^t will, Mithfvwife ie. rwill 

inffllliUly^be loftVv 1 iay it imd forfeq it plaig- 

•iy,Who have forfeeh andfbi^told all the prefent 

!1bfies we fuftain oh thofe and the like iaccounA, 

-MS any one might do^ who will be at the p&ins 

to confider our fituation in America) and 

tbmpare it with thftt of the Frcnth, 

.- ; It is in vain to |>feftd th^ difl^rent principle 

^^bjr' which you have lived fo peaeeably,- aild 

.^rove fo well/ kmong the Indians :■ that'ls 

>6c the way to jive and thrive atnongthe 

French. And it is ftili more iikoiififtent^ (o 

beholding coiirrcils and al&mbUes ftir years 

xb^echer^ to fee Whether youSxall itpeFaA ^tie- 

"my, or fuffer tterti to keep ^oiet pdffeffibn 

oiF his majefty's dpiqihions, at your ,vctry 

doors ; becaufe foii fhay iCnag^ne, tx)ntrary to 

jllain evidence perhajpi; "that ybu have hb 

ct^rn in thcltoMlf die tafe was- fo, is riot 

yoor tib^iit ib dli^r, when your ndghboui^s 

■ V-- -y^' 5 -. 'v ■". '■^ ^ . •'' b'- -S '■ 
18 oo &fe r 

It is hot bfllj^ rioi«^, 'T3(it fof ever tepeafter, 
when the French offer to fettle any wher^ dn 
aibottt' laki &7>, or the river (7A/a.y that 
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ImitSj which terminiie hiitabbuts i 
■ ■-" Other- 
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ccberwife tltofe iinporcflnt plitkrei muft bfrldft 

to Britniflib ~ There is m other Britiflx'{ira- 
vincei -richer conrenieilc or able to recovett 
fecufe or«* defend the ■ river Oit/^, snd tUe 
greateft part of lalce Erie^ which are the ctd^ 
aim of (hci. French to lecure» both ho#.vaiUi 
always^, but PiBJ^hfinia. .dhni. This viU 
plaipty! }appedr» .if we taH^t, a 1(ieiK of thA:piiOr« 
<vincQ0 round this. ..)...» • * 

New-yiTfeff that borders on- PenfflpaifiH 
tdthe^^flfhasi no irttereil h^re, nor within 
ifome hundreds of miles of :.£t.:. . And .ATifd- 
71)rir is in: the fituacion- d^oyie reprdemsd^ 
having more to do already, than it isabteitooda 
Mafylat$d ' > adjoining, to Eenfyhania Ob. tft 
ibuth itts noiofldfeit iicichei; oa the jr.iver Q^&Mb 
-winch tbe^p {khcx{^inc({ dads jiot extend tOiv,4^ 

eiiiSs in a^ poiiii: at ttherrarauiiiaios. i Hpme 
they ha^fif no iatand faio<ier.a^all hardly, loaf 
which ' theyc*'a(;gie£L \thole.. frontiers io nroch^ 
Bucif lhey^do not^ioinidich die reft, botb'ip 
rMoveriii^ 'Md (enuring. ^herine^ OiAo^iksKs/ 
\vr)^fo6il' b^ in^totpartfy/dftigriiHe (k& that mdft 
Jbffer. The road from fort du ^efiu Jcadi 
dh^ftfy inW 'A/iJ^n'/^;*^. *-■• \^^ '- ■ ^^ 

■ THt rtekt prOviftccf on wMfefil *tlle TfcctWfJf^ 
ani! fctiirityorthe 'ofo'* rfe^di-^ls Fir^nkfi^ 
W±mi'r)bt^\^f6 edn#fcbierh tier i^'tis (9il^ 
Ti^aryf/thil of '^Bfyhmd^^^ht -pftSple of -JT*^ 
^7;wrf pafe'kRfe'iigh fairs clfboShT-tliefe proirt^ 
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td^ga'to fchd Qb'w. ' Fort du^efniy and* 
thfe mher pirincipkl places on the 'Obic'y are in' 
Hmfihamaj and; not in- f^irgini^* ' Thtit' ii; 
but a finall corner of the province offfirgima/ 
vvihioh rons out hprth<-weft from the reft of the 
pi^vihce, like a (ingle point, that borders upon> 
tfae principal places of the Ohh^ at a great 
diftance from the chief inhabited parts of th$: 
country ; while thofe places are oppofite to the- 
V€f7 center of Pen^haniay and not far from it.; 
WUIfi thn Firgima hi% not an half, by all ac-^ 
GOttflts^ of the fencible people, that Penfylpania, 
has. They- are likewife clogged with negroes ;, 
h^e alarge aind important fea-coaft to defend ;: 
and have a large fouthern frontier upon the 
Cberckeejj and weftward to the Mifftfifi^ 
tp - fettle and fecure ; all which Penfyhd- 
nia is free from, '^his is the way by which 
the Oltto was loft^ when it was left to Virgihid 
alone. Not but that this province fhould bear 
a principal hand in defending the river Obio^ 
and all other places upon or to the fouthward 
of lake. jEr£^, Ice them be. in Pmjyhania^ or 
where they will. They have a large and cx- 
jenfive concern both north, fouth^. and .w.cft 
of: this; whereas. Penfylvania ends a Jittlc bc- 
ypad fort du Sluejne^ if not at it : unlefs fqmft 
way could be found out to extend thoiq.pro* 
pridtary trolonies, as well ^s the ch:arter CQlopies. 
■ 'For aH thcfe rcafcns,* we fee iiow. much, de- 
pends upon Pinfyhauiai nolef:|thaa ik^ki 
" ' . . curity 



-\ 



[ 80 ] 
curky of the greaceft and bell part of:«U 
North America ; which mdft be toft, unlefs 
they defend it, and their own province with it. 
This I know is a barfli doftrine, difficult io 
teach, and morcfo to learn, but it is a thie 
one, and muft be obferved ) o'cherwife all the 
interior parts of North America, here fasten 
reprefented, muft be given up to the French) 
which I do not fee how they are ever to be 
rooted cut of indeed, unlefs the colony^of 
Penjylvania joins with others for that par^fe: 
And if that was to be the cafe, what beccmea 
of Penjyhania ? Will the French fpare^k) 
think you, becaufe the people will not figlit ? 
They may think as they will, but I think i 
can fee plainly, that the French have not tm}y 
taken a great part of it already, at leaft a third, 
if not one Half of that province, but that they 
muft and will keep that and all the reft wii^ 
it, whenever they may want it, unleft the 
people learn to fight, and that obftinately too 
■r-Let them not depend upon others to do it 
for them — There are none to do it— fivtfy 
one has enough to do with their own conceitfit 
and they muft mind theirs, or give them up 

altogether. -Alt this they may plainly fce^ 

by comparing the prefent fituation of aflFaifSf la 
Europe and America together, ^' 

What we have faid is not out of prejudice. 
Of any other defign that can be excepted* to % 

but on the contrary, we have I>een thus parti- 
cular 
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iime, .»» of ril!B»i(d;fo fc! tlniy)9g|^ C())cjpj), 
,HlliAiflightr^th<lgre«Bftrei)gUi[ii)^4f(:ujUy 
■Sf JtJWJipf th<; IBOfti.'niBPFfiuit, c«WSff? %iY 
iibplf m«i>a.m Aiwciw. if f ig'"'!)' (;ond(rflsd',i 
tfliiitft yi;Othffwifet,ii^?i to |bfl i^ yp,mi[i(;p_t 
i4>ngeii of, ..being Jqft^ aiuJ.wwy.Piih?'! ffllSf- 
,tf(9Eiplpc(M willj.it.,, U,the Frencfa'ijuj^^nlip 
jDlTeliion ai ituM,.iq)Sorw>t jjapo, (fl}tf,',fj« 
l8!«/Kfti<li« firft^ljiog t|lBy.«iU (io,,no )|«n^, 
4»ilj)!CfO|«ln''Wtit,into».ftrongaoiJtt5l»^t^l^e 
;fe||K«(il«lbict wj)l g^ptbcffxigl^f^t^lstfffa 
jkgKMir a«cali«nfiH' the ufe of ?tifi»f)j»n i^ 
cdtfA perhaps ip ^J^ojifricii-heOdes j^^(i,>^ 
sfdxnitohavc n« way.jtq p^wei^l^thJMinecejp^, 
•itat lei,lifc.theit9rtD?npp'„b«fore«,jj!?|j,^foo 

V-'. ■ ■ ■ i-1-.M!.. .':••;..' ! ^.■,; V1,J,^ 

v'3.*H«re then ..we..4n^,Xoc thC:inQrs(ijblc„bad 
'£cui>tiw.of our colonies^ wich regard to an 
Hlpcifty>i; Many fcem, .to, inquire and wonder, 
v^ow K^ pofTible for a handt'uil of French to 
■OMC-^n^hcm, as they do j but if tliey were 
xW-.'KnoW the trurh, they, would fee it could 
,j4wFdlj.,^pfevtpce(|, ,>vilho,ut ..fome new.regu- 
qlaltliOliia. OUE.eolaEues. ^ The (harter'cDlohics 
.rof Jfyf^'Eng^c^ljO^*:^ the, whole fes cba^'in 
ofkflKWtfefB .pitil, .for 5PP miles' aHd' In- 
wards, while t|i^^,y;,.hai'e,rft)cb6i:frnTrifRe-jp- 

-Ijiacj aj.l] n;.v' 5.,4 ,!^ . -,i:T;ii,:,-,.-i^ ,'^'.5'* 
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fcfs all the reft of the fea-coaft to Chefapeak 
bay almoft, for 4 or 500 miles farther, while 
they imagine they have no concern in the' in- 
land parts of America neither. Thefe char- 
ter and proprietary colonies are directly op- 
pofed to the enemy, and all their encroach- 
ments, while they imagine they have fto conf- 
cern with them. Their private concerns end, 
where the public and great concerns of the 
nation begin. By this means the only two 
colonies we have to oppofe the French, or 
prevent their encroachments, are New-Ibrk^ 
and Virginia *, the one burdened as above re^ 
prefented, the other more encumbered peri- 
haps with negroes, and at a great diftance 
from the enemy, every way incapable and in- 
convenient to oppofe them. 

The only two confiderable bodies of men in 
all our colonies are in New-England and Pen^ 
Jylvama ; which, by being oppoied dircdly to 
the enemy, might at all times oppofe and 
prevent any of their defigns, if rightly con- 
dufted ; but as they are, the one is confined 
and hemmed in, as if defigncd to be kept from 
afting, while the other will not adl at any rare : 
by which they are both in a manner loft to 
the nation, at lead in its concerns in the in- 
land parts of America. The other proprie-^ 
tary colonies, New-Jerfey and Maryland^ that 
abound likewife with men^ feem to think 
I them- 
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fhcmfclves fecwrc, when the French over-rua 
ldl .North America. But if they all aft as they 
have done, they had better give up their grants 
and charters to their own country, than to the 
Ercnc^i^j which the^ proprietors of Caroling 
were obliged to do but a few years ago, only 
on account of a few Indians. But how much 
more fprmidable muft they be, when all the 
Indians in North America are joined by thf 
French, as they already are or foon muft be^ 
unlefs all our colonies unite to prevent it. 

It is by this means that the French over-run 
pur cplonies, and ever muft do, while they 
continue in this fituation. And it is in vaUi 

: • I , . . . I • 

|q pretend to hide this from the French ; they 
have kta it long ago, as much as we feel it ; 
which even their oflBicers told us on the Ohia^ 
jthe caufe of their bold and otherwife defperate 
attempt upon that place. The only uf^: tbac 
f:an be made of this our fituation, is not to 
huddle it up, as it h^ been^ but to fee it, and 
amend it*. 

One would have thpught it was not in na- 
ture for the Britiih dominions in America to 
have been put in the ^tuation they are. They 
are in poflcflion of the fea-coaft indeed, 
as if tl)ey had been defigned to oppofe'a naval 
pover, or their mother country, while all 
their ii;iland frontiers are left naked, defence- 
U(sy expofed and unguarded every where, to 

the 
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the ufurpatlon of a declared enemy, who fc- 
cure the whole by two places, Niagara and 
Fpr^ du ^efne ; without a fingle one to pre- 
vent and oppofe them, notwithftanding all the 
numerous and powerful colonies we have \^ 
Britain may pretend to keep thofe colonies,^if 
ihe will, but it will not be long that (he 
will keep them in this fituation, unlefs it be, 
to keep them for the French^ and that at as 
great an expence perhaps as they may be 

worth. ' 

■ This fcems to have been the firft war the 
nation has engaged in for its colonies, but 
it is not likely to be- the laft of many, if they 
continue in the fituation they are in. How 
convenient fuch wars .may be to this nation; 
let them confider in time. The colonies 
themfelves likewife have hitherto throve and 
profpcred, Ijut they arctiot like to do fo long, 
if they are oppreffed with wars, loaded with 
taxes, and burdened with debts, . as they are 
already, in oppofingonly a handful! of French, 
who muft foon become as numerous, and 
more powerful than they are, if they keep 
their prefent ufurpationSf 

Let all then who defire the profperity and 
felicity of thofe realms, unite and confpire to* 
gether for fucb noble purpofes \ join in hair 
mony and friend fhip for their mutual fafety 
and wellfar^ \ unite and confpire togpther. to 
root out a declared enemy from among them j 
and (how themfelves the worthy fons of ^ ic/- 

rJSH ANCESTORS. 

SECT. 
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SEC t: il 

Xhe views and^efigns of the French in America j^ 

TH E many unlimited views and defigns 
of the French in America, the- means of 
accompUfhiog them, and our methods to pre- 
vent them, can never be unworthy the regard 
and attention of this nation, nor appear im-. 
prppcr or unfcafonable for us to corifider, and 
far lefs at this time. They have laid down a 
plan and fyftiem of affairs there, as well as in 
Europe 5 have it always in view, and aft by it 
in every thing they undertake; by which they 

give fuchpepetual and conJEtant.difturb^nces 
to this nation, MTbich only dands in their way, 
againft an yniverfal rule and. dominion in all 
parts of America. . 

._ The great view and aim of the French, 
cfpecially fince the treaty of UtrecHt, feems. 
to be, to extend their trade and commerce, 
apd thereby to gain a naval power. They 
ikyf in the wars preceding that treaty, what 
a, figure the maritime powers niade by thefe 
means, by which they were able to give fuch 
a confiderablc oppofition to the ambitious 
views of France in all parts of Europe 5 which 
the French had no way to prevent, but to fup-, 
plapt them irt their trade and commerce, and 
thereby tp gain that fource of power, which 
they feemed only to want, to carry every point 

they 
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they afpircd at in Europe, as well as in 

America. With this view we fee with 
what addrefs they have eftablilhed them- 

felves in the tnoft confider^bje branches of 

trade, and that in a very ftiort time, chiefly 

ffnce the treaty of Utrecht, this we nT|iy 

perceive by their extenfive trade to J/^/»— 

to Guinea-^to tht EaJl'Indiey-^SLtiA to ;rtii^- 

itfy— befides the vaft increafe of their tradii^tb 
the Sugar I/lands J fb 2ls to fupply all Eurof^ 
in a manner with that valuable cbmIilt)d^ty-^i 
and a great Inci-earte'of their .flihery, fur- tradl^J 
lumber and ftorfe^ for thfeir irfdrids, &c. ;^' 

^ But the moli" profitable braneh 6f triage 
fecms'now to b6 fo the plantations In Ame- 
rfca, whUH afe tht^rtat fup'^rt'of thfe'tfaciS 
*d riaval ppwcr of Britain, '""fbls'the Eren<Si 

• ■ -111''" '■■1 'Jli 

have hitherto "had'little or n6 right or title t6, 
by which their colonies and pfAhtations' ^fiprc 
Have been To incofiliderable, America was firft 
difcovered ^rid divided between Spain ahcf 
Britain, who hayii dhiefly fetHed and peopled 
it, and theTrtJnch hid no brigirtal right there;' 
but what they have got by ufurpatibn afttf 
encroachment. ; Seeing this, their great vifc^ 
afnd aim is, to fccune and enltrrge their tradi? 
and power in America, and to niake gdorf 
their title, where they have none, by forfc* 
of arms. 

. It was the profecution of this their plan anki 
fyftem, that . has made thenv (fngisrge in th^ pt«- 
ftdC war with Britain. They have purfued* 

it 
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1c peaceably ever fincc the treaty of Utrecht j 
by which they have gained iuch a prodigious 
increafe of trade and commerce fince that timet 
But in the lad war they few how much wt 
crofled and thwarted tbek defigns; for which 
reafon they feem to have been determined up** 
on another^ ever fince the conclufion of that; 
The (hort peace that intervened between them; 
(eemed to be only a truce, aikl a more vigorous 
preparation for a new and more bloody war. 
They were going on, during the whole time 
ef that precari6us peace, to fecure one {^ace 
after another in America, 'till they were pre- 
pared to attack us on all fides. All this pro* 
tweeds frqm that plan and fyftem of affairs, thaff 
they have laid down in America, with a view 
to gain a trade ^nd commerce, ai>d navat 
power ; a view that they feem ntver tQ }o£e 
fight of, and in which wijh9uld never kfsjSgk$ 
iff tbemn 

It was noi:fbr this or that fingle place, either 
in Nova Scotia, or on the river Ohio, that 
they engaged in this expenfive and dei^erate 
war with Britain, as fome feem to imagine ^ 
but it was to iecure themfelves the certaia 
gleans of accompii(hing much greater defignsy 
no lefs than an abfolute power and dominioa 
over all North America, as we fiiall abund-- 
^tly ihow in th^ folio wkig difcourfe. 

If wt> would etcher extricate ourfalves the;^ 
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out of our prefcnt difficulties, or prevent the 
Jike for the future ; curb the ,growing power 
of the French, or retrieve the lofles we have 
fuftained from it ; we fhould (ift their defigoft 
to the bottom ; prevent every ftep they take 
to accomplifh them ; and oppofe fyftem to 
fyftem ; the chief defign of the prefent dif« 
courfe. 

The many views and defigns of the French 
in all parts of America may be reduced to the 
following heads : 

• L To get pofleffion of Nova Scotia, and to 
annex that extenfive province to Cape Breton. 
This feems to be their chief aim» and prin- 
cipal point in view ; for which they chiefly 
engaged in this prefent war with Britain. 
This they have had in view ever fince the year 

1719, when they conceived fuch extravagant 
hopes of North America, as if it was to be 
another Mexico and Peru ; upon which they 
began to difpute our limits here, and every 
where elfe in North America, 

The cxpedations they have always had 
from the French that were left in Nova 
Scotia after the treaty of Utrecht, have al- 
ways given them hopes of regaining this 
province fome time or other. They feem 
to have been confirmed in thofe hopes by 
the tryal they had of them in the laft war, 
wJien they openly declared fpr the French, ©r 
fccrctly abetted their intercft every where. 

They 
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They went fo far at laft, as to refufe allegiafic* 

to his mAJefty of Great Britain^ their prince 
and fovefeign. It could not well be other* 
ways, r when the mild goye;rnmcnt of Britain al-* 
low^d them fuch indulgences, that the gover-- 
nor and bilhop of Quebec had more rule pyef 
them, than their own. , This feems to bav$ 
been the, reafpn of ♦ the conduct of the French 
with r^ard to Nova Scotia, ever fince th^ 
treaty of Aix la Chapelle, and the caufp qf 
their enterirtg into a w^r tpgainit j whjc]^ 
tfefy.iltferti.tO'jhavrnjadciur^of, v^ith fifteen 
thaufandi:!pedple in it, 'and all the Indian^ 
aboiic it:;\critircly-.at thtir /devotion and cortv 
mSnd ; who had prevented us from fettling 
thd coufttry>,' and feemcd ta.keep it ftill forthc 
French ever fincc the treaty -of Utrecht* This 
was a rhorc .prevailing argument, than th,e 
puns and quibbles they ftarted about thelimit^s 

of this country. 

^ The advantages they would gain, and we 
Ihould lofe by this province, require our more 
particular confideration : for which rcafon we 
have corifidef ed that fubjefl: by itfelf, and rt- 
fer for farther information to a particular ao- 
cobht (sf ^ impoHameof Nova Scotia j printed 
h^re^ivith.' But in general, it appears, that, 
bythepefleflibn of 'Nova Scotia, they muft 
gaW' tRtf' whole filhery of all thofe coafts of 
NortW- AiWrica, which their Jaiftorian Charle- 

I . voix» 
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voix juftly reprefcnts as more valuable than 
mines of gold. This muft give them a naval 
power, and a* fuperior one to Britain in timci 
with the pofleffion of ail the bed and moft 
convenient ports in North America to ftation 
their (hips at, their grand point in view : this 
leads them into all our colonies oh the coaft of 
that continent ; gives them ready accefs to 
them all both by Tea and land ; and would 
foon make them fuperior to Britain in 
all parts of America ; efpecially with the other 
points they have in view, to accomplilh at tlie 
fame time, chiefly by means of this engine, 
that iS) as it were, a handle and key to all the 
reft. 

II. But their grand point in view for thefe 
(ixty years and upwards, has been, to fupprefs 
the progrefs and farther growth of the Britifli 
colonies in North America, by encroaching 
upon them and furrounding them on all fides; 
and thereby to fecure all the interior parts of 
that continent to themfelves, which muft foon 
give them the command of the whole. For 
this purpofe, and with this view, they have 
endeavoured to fecure two colonies, Canada^ 
and Louifiana^ one in the northern, the other 
in the fouthern parts of North America, and 
to join them together quite acrofs that whole 
continent. This they fecm to have firft con- 
ceived fome notion of in 1684, when they fent 

Mr. 
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Mr. la Salle to take pofleffion of the MiJJiJtpL 
In 1698, immediately after the treaty of Ryf-- 
wicky they renewed the famedefign. But they 
had no hopes or fuccefs in it, titl the year 
1717, when they firft eftablifhed their Mi^- 
ftp company, on purpoie to defeat the whole ' 
intention of the treaty of Utrecht, and recover 
their pretenfions in America, that they gave 
up by it. 

This was the ufe they made of their Mijfi- 
Jipi fchemc in 1719, if not the fole defign of 
it. After they had conceived fuch extravagant 
hopes from that country, they began to con- 
teft the undoubted rights of Britain every 
where in North America, even in Novi 
Scotia itfelf, that they had but juft given up 
entirely, en fon entier ; and then laid the foun- 
dation of all their conteft ever fince with Bri- 
tain. They faw, if tbey could not get gold 
from the Miffijipu they might get what was 
more valuable, the trade and commerce of 
America, by fecuring the extenfive countries 
that river fpreads over -, iall which they laid 
claim to in 1719, and built this fyftem upon 
that bubble. 

The great noife they made about the 
Mijfifipi at that time, feems to have given 
them and fome other people an opinion, that 
they had a right to it •, but if they will be at 
the pains to enquire into their rights and titles, 
they will find them as ill grounded, as the 

I 2 buhbk 
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iuhile on which they. were founded ; and that " 
they would defraud Britain as much by thjeir 
pretenfions, as they did all others concerned in 
their fcheme, * 

.By the treaty of Utrecht they gaye up the 
unjuft claims they had formed to Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland, Hudfon's Bay, the territories 
of the Five nations of Indians, which make a 
great part of the inland countries of North 
Alnerica : together with their claims to half 
the ifland of St. Chriftophers. It was their 
bufinefs then to conteft thcSfc cliim3, that 
they had quitted all pretenfions to: and to find 
others in lieu of them. This the MilCfipi, 
and the river St. Lawrence, opened . them a 
large and very cxtenfive field for : ^they were 
fettled on the mouths of thofe rivers, and 
they took it into their heads, after the great 
hopes they ' had conceived from them ; that 
this gave them a right to all thofe rivers, and 
all their branches, as far as they extend, to 
their very fources. 

Now thefe two rivers are the great and chief 
fources of water of all the whole continent of 
North America, and fpread over it far and 
nigh, much farther than it is known. The 
five great lakes of North America, and all 
the rivers that fall into them, are all by this 
their fyftem, apart of the river St. Lawrence, 
and belong to them on that acount. This 
includes all the tcritories of tiie Six Nations of 

« 
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Indians, and all the places now contefted with 

them ; which they found means to recover a 

right and title to, they imagine, by this one 

claim on the river St. Lawrence, after they 

had given up all pretenfions to them by the 

treaty of Utrecht. 

As for the Mifllfipi it is ftill more extenfivc 

than the river St. Lawrence. It fprings in the 

northern and weftern parts of North Ame- 
rica, about the fame fources with the waters 
that fall into the great Lakes and the river 
St. Lawrence^* and runs through that whole 
continent almoft, from the latitude 50 ^ or 
51 *^, to the latitude 29^. Its branches again 
fpread from eall: to weft, rather farther per- 
haps than this its courfe from north to fouth. 
They rife on the eaft in the apalachean moun- 
tains, not above two hundred miles from the 
Atlantic ocean, and extend weft to the moun- 
tains of New Mexico, not much farther from 
the South Seas, by all accounts. This may 
be feen by the courfe of the rivers Ohio and 
Mijfouriy thofe two principal branches of the 
Miffijipi. The countries that thefe rivers ex- 
tend over, they call Loujiana •, as they in« 
elude all the other countries to which the 
branches of the river St. Lawrence extend in 
Canada^ and lay claim to both. This is a 
claim that is imrnenfe ! not lefs than nineteen 
parts in twenty of North America. To ufe 
their own words, Voila une etendue de terres 
babltabksy dans laqueUe V imagination fe ferd* . 

• Relation dc la Loufiane, torn. I. p. S. 
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This IS in one word their claim in NorthAme- 

rica, and their whole and folc right and title 
to it. From that extravagant pretence alone, 
their having two or three paltry fettlements on 
the mouths of ,thefe two great rivers, they lay 
claim to them all, and all thofeextenfive coun- 
tries that they fpread over. If you fearch all 
their voluminous writings you will find no 
other right or title whatever to fuch exorbir 
tant claims, that they can fhow the leaft 
grounds for. 

This you may fee is juft fuch another claim 
as the Dutch might make to all Germany, as 
far as the river Rhine runs, becaufe they arc 
fettled on the mouth of that river. They 
have no other grounds for fuch a claim ; nor 
no better pretenfions to make it good, if we 
conduft our affairs rightly. Yet it is from 
this extravagant pretence, and from this alone, 
that they prefumea claim to all their encroach- 
ments upon us, and to every place that lies 
in their way to oppofe this their general 
fyftem. 

III. Their next view is, to fecure thofe 
cxtenfive territories, that they thus lay claim 
to ; for which they have left no ftone unturn- 
ed for many years. For this purpofe they 
have been fecuring one place after another, 
and building fort after fort, for many years. 
We fee the plan and Tyftem they have 
laid down in North ^merica, and all their 
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proceedings are direded and tend immediately 
to execute and accomplifh it. With thi« 
view they proceed from north to fouth acrofs 
that continent, and feize every convenient 
place in their way ; in order to join their two 
colonies of Canada and Louijiana together* 
For this they have hitherto been obliged to go 
a vaft way round about, by four of the great 
lakes, and thence down the river Illinois into 
the MiJJiJipi. But feeing a nigher and more 
convenient pafs by the river Ohio^ they at laft 
feized that. 
Their great bufinefs and point in view is, to 
flop the farther progrefs of the Englifh colo- 
nies, and prevent their getting a fccurc foot- 
ing in this extent of territory that they lay 
claim to. They had done this pretty well in 
the northern colonies by Crown Pointy and 
Niagara^ which prefcribe limits to us there, 
and hinder us from having any accefs to the 
continent of North America beyond thofe 
places. But in the more fouthern parts they 
faw our people Ipread and gain ground daily 
in all the interior parts of North America, for 
four or five hundred miles beyond the mount- 
ains, where they met with no obftruftions 
from the French. The chief accefs we have 
to thofe Inland parts of the continent is by 
the river Ohio } for which reafon it was ne- 
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ccflary to fecure that ; the caufe of their rafh 
and bold attempt upon it. 
This they firft attempted immediately after 
the treaty of Jix la Chapelle^ when they 
fent 50c men to the Ohio under Mr. Celeron 
in 1749. But not fucceeding then, and be- 
ing drove from it by the Indians, they have 
been fecuring their way to it ever fince. For 
this purpofe they rebuilt and ftrengthned the 
fort of iV/^^^r^ in 1751, the key to all their 
clefigns, and efpecially to the Ohio. At the 
fame time^ they gave great encouragement to 
all that would fettle any where on lake jEnV, 
and planted many of their difbanded foldiers 
and others there at that time. Thefe were 
fettled chiefly about Detroit^ ' the river of the 
l\Samis, and Sandojki^ on the weft end and 
fouth fide of that lake, convenient to the In- 
dians ; for a trade with whom it was 
imagined thofe places were chiefly feated. 
*But the French court feem to have other 
views. Finding our people encreafe and mul- 
tiply daily on the river Ohio^ they fent a party 
of men to take poflfefllon of that river in 
1753, and cut off all our farther progrefs in 
North America, and communication with all 
' the natives in it, by that fl:ep. 

By this means they have already carried 
their grand point in view, and accomplilhed 

their 
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their -whole defign entirely, y/e may fay by 
thus jojning Canada to Lduifiana, by means of 
the river Ohio ; as they have now no interrupt 
tion to that, 'defign^ and nothing in theirv^ay 
between them ; or if there was, how tify 
is it to ereft forts and fettlements down tflc 
Ohio to thq Miflifipi ; which wouW pr^'ftrve 
that uninterrupted paflage that they now1iaX|c 

from the mbpth of the rivt'r St. Lawreri^cfeHto 

■ . . . . ■ < 

the mouth of the Miflifipr, and the wUc^ 
way by water, tor three^thoufand miles. > 
. However Incredible ' then ' their pretenficKs 
abovemehtioried may appear to be, and Wrf#- 
ever vafl: thole regions arc, that extd'rid'^to 
the fources of the rivers St, Lawrence aiid * 
Miflifipi ; yet it is certain they have fectjjid 
them ail, by that fingie -flepof fcizing ftft 
Ju ^efne on the river Ohio, together .^wkh 
Niagara 'y as we fliall (hew more partix:i|kriy 
below ; and as may appear tb^ny one^ii in- 
fpedionof a map ; efpeciilly if they donfidtr 
at the feme time, *that thefe two places arc tfcc 
only pafTes almoft from ^our colonies intx>.iii 
the interior parts of North America^ 

We have the more reafon to take notice of 
this, and indeed all their other forts, as they 
may and will in time no doubt be converted 
into impregnable fortifications, whatever they 
may be at prefeat. If they fecure the conti- 
nent of North America in this manner by thefe 
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two forts, wc fhall no doubt be as muck an- 

poyed with them, as wc have been with Crown- 
Point, and find as much difficulty to get at 
them : which they have no doubt in view like- 
wife. 

- IV. But with all this they want a convenient 

port upon the feacoaft -, which they have had 

their eye upon long ago. The one they have 

pitched upon is New York ; as they fee that to 

be mod convenient to them on many accounts. 

This appears from the letters of the governor 

of Canada tp their miniftry at France, publi0i- 

'td by F. Charlevoix. They were ripe even 

' for the execution of this their projcfl: fo long 

*«go as 1689, and went to America for that 

.^pUrpofe ; but were prevented by the Indians* 

r^bo had over^^run all their frontiers* But 

■they fcem to havt had it in view ever fince. 

New- York is adjacent and contiguous to 
. ibeir fettlemedts in Canada, and all their en- 
':croaehments upon us ; and affords the nighell 
and moil convenient pafiage to them from fpa. 
If they were to be in ppficffion of ,this coiooy 
alone, they would not only be actually pofleflP 
ed of a vaftly gmater extent of territory,. even 
at this day« than all we have in Ami^rica put 
together, perhaps twice or thrice as much, by 
thus uniting sl\\ their draggling fetcienieQts 
together 5, . but they would btvc ^U^^5h(tJSix 
Nations of Indians, 3pd all the other natives 
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t)f that whole continent, entirely at their com^ 
mand. They would then likewlfc furfoun^ 
the colony of New-England on all fides, the 
only ftrength we have in America, which thuft 
be at their mercy *, as all our other colonies 
would be open and expofed to them on every 
fide, without the leaft fecurity or barrier 
againft them. This then is a matter of great 
importance, and the firft thing they aim at, 
whenever they have a mind to attack us ill 
America, as we may fee at prefent. 

This feems to be the firft defign and greit 
projedt of the French in America, to which 
all their others are as it were fubfervient at 
prefent, intended to make a diverfion in favour 
of this. This is fo well known from all (hek 
former proceedings and tranfa<ftions in Ameri- 
ca, as well as from their printed accounts, that 
it is furprifing it Ihould not have been attended 
to at firft. 

Ever fince the French firft formed their pre* 
fent plan and fyftem of afi^airs in America^ 
they feem never to have loft fight of New- 
York, but have laid clofe fiege to it, we may 
fay, and have been attacking it by regular ap- 
proaches for many years. It was for this pur- 
pofe that they have been at fuch pains and 
charges in fortifying and fecuring ChambU^ 
St. John's^ Port la Motte, Crown Pointy Ti- 
€onderagOy and ForP Front enac j atternpted Anon- 
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^go in 1718; and when they, were drove 
tfotn that, fecurcd and fortiiSed Niagara in 
1 72 1 and 1751 : a;id fince demolimed 0/zc;^^^; 
as they did Sarabtogo in the laft war :. which 
places are, as it were, the keys ofthis'provincft, 
fOrfound it on all lides, and in a nianner en-, 
tirely command it. 

They have indeed been hitherto fo far prevent- 
ed in their defign, that they have never yet been 
able fo attack the town of New- York by fea, 
whilft they pour in the whole force of Canada 
upon it by land, the plan they laid to attack it 
b*e"fore -, ocherwifc it is plain from all that his 
happened for thcfe threeyears paft, whenever they 
are able to do that» they muft fuccecd in 
the whole of their defigns, and foon make 

themfelves mafters of that important province; 
which muft by one ftroke render them fuperior 
to the Englifli in North America, as they arc 
already in the iflands; and put it in their 
power efFecStually to accomplifh all their de- 
figns here explained, however great and ex- 
traordinary they may otherwife appear. It is 
for this reafon that we fee they have fuch a 
force always ready to attack this province^ 
for which their whole force in America is con- 
venient* 

. v.. What we have reprefcnted abbvc 
chiefly relates to the defigns of the French 
>p the northern parts of the .'continent, wc 

come 



cotttt next- to -tonfider the (buth^n^ pam* 
Here they liave as great if not mutth greater 
things in view, from theif • vaft preteniions on 
the MiJJiJipi ; and let ub fee, if we cannoD 
unravel tbcits end- make them appear. 

They have hitherto been confined chiefiy to 
the mouth of the Miffi/ipi^ about New-brkans^ 
or a hundred miles or two above it, and have 
made but little progrefs there as yet. The 
caufe of this they tell us, was, when they faw 
themfelves fo difappointed in the extravaganc 
hopes they had conceived of this country^ 
they ran from one extreme to another, and 
condemned it as good for nothing, by which 
their people abandoned 'it entirely. Thofe 
who had been fuch fufFercrs by it, could not 
even hear it mentioned, inftead of fettling 
and peopling it •, which prejudice has hitherto 
made their colony very inconfiderable. 

They haVe happened likewiife to be fettlcfd 
here both on a bad foil, and in an unhealthy air. 
The foil about the Mijfifipi^ for about 200 
milejs from its ipouth, is fandy and barren ; 
the river overflows its banks, and the water 
ftagnates in a low flat country, which makes 
it uqhealthy. But higher up the river they 
have both a different foil and climate ; the 
•jaoids are very fertile, inferior to none ; and 
jthe country more healthy, being high and dry, 
and rcfreihcd with breezes from the adjacent 
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Oiountalns. Here then they have been 
endeavouring to eftablUh themfelves for 
fefloe years ; chieBy about Kappa^ and the 
CDontry of the Natcbes^ where rhcy h^ve 
carried, on their fettlemcnts with great dili- 
gence within thefe few years. 
^ The great defign they have in this at pre* 
icnt is the culture of tobacco : this is the only 
branch of trade now, in which they do noc 
vye with Britain, if not outftrip it. For 
this reafon they have given great bounties 
upon this conjmpdity from the Mijjijipi^ which 
the foil and climate in the interior parts of 
the country is every way fit for ; while about 
the mouth of the river it only produces Rice 
and Indigo. When they are well fettled here 
then, where they have fuch a vaft extent and 
choice of frelh lands for this commodity, they 
mufl: outitrip our tobacco plantations, that 
are worn out with culture, in the f^me manner, 
and for the fame reafons, that their fugar 
iQands have fo much outdone ours. It is well 
known, that upon fuch plenty of choice and 
frefh lands as they have here, they may makfe 
three times the quantity of that commodity, 
that can be made on old worn out plantations. 
And altho* the river Miffijipi is not eafily 
navigated up againft the ftream, yet any 
thing may be conveniently brought down it 
to its mouth, where there is a good port for', 
(hipping, aiBalize. 

But 
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But hitherto the Indians have Hopped thdr 
progrefs on the MijUJfipi. In 1729 they were 
cut off by an Indian maflacre there. And 
the banks of the MiJJifipi have been fo infefl- 
ed by the ChicafawSj declared enemies of the 
French, that it has been dangerous for them 
to frequent it. For thefe reafons theyfent* 
body of 2000 regular troops to the Miffi/^ 
in 1749 and 50, in order td^ awe thofe Indiana^ 
who had chiefly declared for the Englifh iti 
the late war. - 

Between the Miffifipi and our fettlements in 
Carolina lies the river Coujfay which they lay 
claim to from the fame pretence as they do to 
the Miffifipi itfelf, to wit, becaufe they are 
fettled on the mouthiof it. « ik&^/il?. This 
river is of great extent^ heads among tl)e 
CberokeeSj and runs through the whole coun- 
try of the Cr^f ir Indians 5 whom they form 
pretenfions over on this account. Thele 
Indians are the chief barrier and fecurity of 
the provinces of Carolina and Georgia ; whom 
the French are conftantly endeavouring to get 
footing amongft ; aad thereby likewife to cut 
off our communication with that warlike 
nation of the Chicajaws ; who have hitherto 
been as great an obftrutVion to their progrefs 
on the MiMfifh ^s the Iroqugis have been in 
Canada \ for which reafon they have almoft 
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deftroyed. them> and have attempted to do it 
xmirdy. :•!;.. 
• • • In 1 7;i?5 tbofeiodians almoft ovcrraa Carar 
•Una V and.at; that time the French feized xit^f, 
*ihofl: convenient place in all that countrj^ 
the fort qH AlHnuis \ which, had been an £i)- 
glifh fac)x)ry and>fet<lement tpany years befbrf. 
This they ftill keeprpofiR^on ,'€i!,.,and chreai;^|i 
jnany. odier enccoachmeats ^ippn^. us h^fip 
like wife, as .well-^as in the xjorthj,'. particularly 
among the Cherokeesj, And if the French get 
footing among thbfe Indiads, who are fo nu- 
inerous, -or get them :to join them» as they 

'have ddne «he-nc»i:hern InditaA, which they 
have bftcn ateethptcd, the provinces of Caro- 

'Una and <jW-^«, that have fo few men in 

them, muflr-footibe in a worf^fituatiQn,tban 

our other collies have been fio the northward. 

All this is owing to ournegled: of their ua- 

juft and illegal ufurpation of the Aiijifipi''^ 5 

« 

•..,♦ They fecurftd H^t Mijfiftpi in 1712 by a grant to 
Mr, Crozat, tnade on purpofe to fruftrate the ilipulations 
they hadjafl entered lato with Britain, '* in regaiij'to 
■ •* the articles corfccmmg North Atn^'rida, in which' he 
' <* (Le^^is XIV) granted almoft everything the queen lof 
• ** England defired"*.*!^ By thefe ftipulations they were 
f quit ail the claims they then had in North Ameri(;a» 
txQt^i Canada ; to fruftrate which, and defraud this na- 
tion, they formed this new claim to xVt Mijpfipl \ where 

f Mcmoires dcTorcy. Vol. II. p. m. 306. 
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to'wliich'Vjs'tikJ the^ have lately fent^li-Jsas 
number's of * n-bopp, belldes thofc they feid 
there before; from which lotir fouthern cciRj- 
nics cSftiiot but be In fotiie dariger. ' \ 

where they then had no pretenfions, that were publickl/ 
known aC teitft'. IThis appears^ 'fhOi# the d^tes ^of th4»ft 
two afts^i-thc ccffation of armv'ib^hrequi^n<fe'^r-lk6ft 
«ngagtAeDts 'to* Britain, was-figned Angnft fgtSi ijii^, 
and on Septectiber 14th ^Ifowing^ Lewis made tMis 
grartt to* hfe fttrctary Cr^tf/; ■ " '- • i '»> 

AftcHTie |)iafce, they fecufed' ^hc .M^/ by tf-friw 
grant to' the CMAjpany in 17 17! ' Atidif we allo^ of 8h*t, 
they gdti itiuch^ihore than-tHey^ were to give up 'by tlilt 
treaty of Utrecht ; and makt; t^d aiM the attvantages ^^ 
liation Was to reap from k,"^flie^ fiirrcndcr <k their *€kims 
in North America, wherever ih%y thci^ had any Chat wifre 
ppenly 8tro\\td'atKlpub]ick)y>kAl)iWifi whiah thei^^/^e 
mij/ifipi y^C'tfOt Th^y l>4d oikd A- debited ir;eKQcpts 
iew S/^/^\Hft' -among the'fafikws jit' Afa££/r irawi ^e 
EngTilh wkr'^ >dien ia pAficflagiTiof; the ifi//^ifh' i;^}f^ 
pedplft Oft it at:th€ treaty: ofjLfewite.-, : ::: • ;:. nj 

' Thei»'graiWu?f the Jlfi^/(rarf-^a6fl^^ 
«* En^I^'<f'€a^^na\ by.theMiBr(fa..of it. BfttttbpJMdi; 
of the Efiijgiifti^'^f Caip]|aa: in&Bdft that wlLo}je.ig^apt» 
accordlfig'w gratits made to^bw ^ai.1584* in i6.y^fipA 
1664', Ibng'befiare thi« Freafchi^attf,. or ai|y othiar ^e- 
•teaficn>*of-th«ira|tp the il/^/Y,rfyrW^f6 .^nch a&^Oflghc 
pfj an4: long b^jfaw the ti^ty fff rl^/ffr^/T-r4ll:%fe 
graot?;- «olonie?, and pofieffions i)f ahe: finglifti, they 
-trefpaft «pbii by this grant ofAc Mifffipi ;. J^s .wfjU.^ upon 
thofeoiPr^V^i^fiin i5«4,' aadjt^^; bcfiijes other Utcr 
daim8iof'lS»e:'Engiifh from turab^fx and Paffeffioe^. ' . 

Thc/''taoaet thiik f«rely, .th^ we fliould pay any 
rcgaiid to the magnifyed difcoveries of Mr. f.a Sali ; m 
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, But the views of the French fronv the 
A^£iji(i are ft ill more cxtcnfivc. and confider- 
at>le.| as we fhall fhew below. 
VI. To fum up the whole views .and dc- 

figns of the French in America together, we 

• • ... 

\ •■ ■■ . ^ 

roving payalier who i;4toibled overthofe cpant^e^ in 16SO9 
tp retrieve his own deviate circumflanoes, as they tell He 
themfelves. Yet it isrfrom this, infignificant ipextvk^ 
and this alone, that the F/ench claim the Miffifiplt. Oiiaf 
Great Lakes 9 and nineteen parts in tyventjR of all North 
America! — U he^ or Hifinef in, made any difcarerics* they 
.h^. thjem and their glides from the EngliA, as is atteHed 
by two of the principal men in Canada. at ^bat tin^e, 

Mr. ikjiintu and F. k Q^Kf^- ■ ' : '. ^ 

The, l^gl^h (befides their firft difcoveries an/i grants) 
' ds(cqfv.ere4 thofe counuiep and the MiJJtfifixfk. 1672 and 
Mi673— were>:the firft thai.fouod the way ij^^o that river^ 
^. W^e.fiut off fixtn Jifter on the ifle Moffacr^ tiigh its mont^, 
'ib itamed froni tbencof^fettled on the Miffifift again in 
"■i698«^ccurtd a pa^sge and the country front, thence 

to the coaft of Carolina that year— catriod on « trade 
' tiicre for many years—had dxe fole poAeflioi^ of cht 
' HiJfififi'wL 17 14, and at the treaty oiljtrichi', when the 
«'Fninch had only a few. (bay people ^tiMfiv/f and Jflg 
^ T>aitpinni — This they were only deprived of for a! while 
'by an infurreftion of iho' Indians in Carolina in 171^-^ 
' After which the Freneh ferzed the MiJ/tfipu Alhama^, &c. 

and granted It to their" Mr^Jffi company only in 1717 ; 
• after 'the treslty of l//r/ri6/', which decided -thofq claims. 

At'hmSt weaillow of none hnce— Their claimi to r the 
' 3f(^;^' then 'are as groundlefs and unjulit, as. th^ babble 

they made of it; which has been long agq fhown in 

Qexi Jkaunt ofCanUaM, to which we tefer (he reader. 
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fhould not forgbt the fugar ifllands. Here 
they are already very ffarongand powerful •, muoh ' i 
fuperior to the Engliffa, or any other nation $ : 
and fecm to have it in their. power already to;; 
command all thofe iflands, whether Engliib:: 
or Spanifli, when they pleafe. If the Englilh - 
have a fuperiority over them on. the continent : 
of North America, or the Spaniards in South . 
America, the French have , the fame ad van- r 
tage over both in the Iflands ; which afford.: 
the moft profitable commerce perhaps of 
any, . . .• 

Their pofTelTions and colonies in the Iflands! 
are now become fo confiderable, that thfcy 
fupply all. Europe with fugars; while tte; 
Spaniards and Englifh do no more than fupply^: 
themfelves. The ifland of Barbadoesy thair 
has hitherto been fo fruitful, and afforded^ 
fuch fupplies of that commodity for nigh a' 
hundred years, is but a fmall fpot ; the foib 
of which is worn out by fuch perpetual 
culture, and will no longer produce fugar 
without great charge and expence, Jamaica 
again is moftly a mountainous country^ 
that is either unfit for culture, or inconvenient 
for it in many refpeds, by which great part 
of it lies uncultivated. Whereas the French 
are poffefled of the large ifland of St. Domingo^ 
at leafl: the mofl: valuable part of it, \^ich is 
^very way fruitful, and affords as much land 
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fit; fe* fugari:^i:aH.tie.othcr iQ^jt^ pwt tbgc- 

thdr almoft ; beloxks;^ tbr vaftr ^^^nantkits of. 
indigCi and other comcnodities that cqitiq from 
it» By this ifland ; alone, which tbe .French 
hsiye fettled flnct. the treaty of Utritcht, they 
have gained a greater trade perhaps, than al} 
they had befof e that treaty ; by which they 
zvt now abk to vye with us fb much m 
trade and commtrco &ftt^ whtre^ . and to d(f 
fo much mifchicfc 

^ Notwithftanctiiig* this^ the Freoch filH en« 
deavour to enlarge their dominions in thc: 
liirnd^ ; haver feizsd thd iflandf :o£ St^ Lucia j 
ai|d lay claim t6all> the oth^r nfiutral iflands, 
St^VinceHti Dcminka^ and ^phago '^ and will 
nci doubt take the' firft opportuiiky to iecur^ 
tiiem, if th^y hare hot in d great meafure 
^ready, by meahs of that ftrong fortrefs they 
have on the iflandof St. Ludoy that is reck- 
oned to be one of the moft impregnable of 
dny in America, from which they ar'e always 
ready to march out^ and make a conquell 9f 
all the iflands round itw 

All this power and vaft trade, the French 
have gained chiefly by means of the ifland of 
WJpdhiola {St. Domingo they call' it for a blind) 
tiielargeft^ moid cdnvenierit, and moft frulo- 
ful of all the fugar-iflands ; which they feized 
entirely by fraud and artifice, and hold it only 
froiti ufurpation^ -The Englilh. were forijierly 
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at great expenc6 co conquer thi^ ifland, boi 

to no ptirpofct while the French got it for 
n<rfhing. ^ The we& end of Hifpaniola, where 
they fettled fir ft, was a retreat for the bucca- 
nws and freebooters of alt nations, whom the 
Fxcnch took under their protcftion, and by 
their means fecured the greateft part of the 
whole iflandj worming the Spaniards oilt of it 
by/ degtees,^ as they would the Englifli in 
NojTth America. 

But J do not fee, that they have any right 
ior title to this ifland confirmed or acknow- 
ledged to them. Such l^ufprpations can never 
becalledajuft right. They have fettled this 
ifland almoft entirely fince the treaty of 
Utrecht^ and thereby gained much more than 
tbcy Were to give up by that treaty, in parting 
with St. Chrifiophers. By thefe means they 
have evaded that treaty every where •, and 
gained a vaftly greater trade fince, chiefly by 
means -of this illegal ufurpation, than they 
ever had before. . 

If the French then keep poflefTion of the 
neutral iflands, with the ifland of Hifpaniplat 
what muft become of our fugar-trade, or even 
<)f the iflands themfelves ? They were able. to 
dcftroy the ifland of Nevis in 1 706, by the ip- 
confuiefabte force they had then, and how 
much more able will they be to deftroy any <jf 
pur iflands with the fuperior force they have 
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npwi .'It 15 wtll kno.wn^ that cbeiouly fafety . 

of., our iflands has been the fuperior: force of 
our colonies upon the contineiit ; >but. if the - 
Freoch over^jun the continent likcwlfe, and* 
get'tbe natives to join them, as. theV :feem to 
have done already, what muft.bec6nic of our. 
iflands, that are.lurroundcd by fuch a fuperior 
force every where.- 

The fecurity, of our ^iflands then -depends 
very much upon the fuccefs of our-prcfcnt. 
engagements on the continent. The connec- 
tion of thcfe twov and their mutuaj dcpen- 
dance on one another, is well known. The, 
iflands at leafl: chn - hardly fubfift without the 
colonies on the continent. This vis . another 
great point the French have in view by their 
proceedingson the continent,in order to ftreng- 
ihen thcmfelves ftill' more and more in the 
iflands -, by which they muft have the com- 
mand of them, and that whole valuable branch 
of trade entirely to themfelves. For this they 
only want a good and convenient colony or 
two upon the continent, fuch zsNova Scotia 
or Louiftafm ; which makes them fo intent upon 
.fecuring thofc countries, in order - to fupply 
and fupport their iQands among other things; 
thereby to gain ^all the reft in time, as they 
mtrfl certainly do, if they go on there as they 
iavd'ddne for twenty or thirty years paft. 
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^. VII. All|die.de(igns o£;tl^.FrcncIvaboYC- 
mentioned, g?eaf, as »they .^JRf)^ ;and really 
arCj.yet.if they fiver, fuccced in any one qC 
thofe, they, may .bereckonedronly as preludes 
{:j^ much gfcajcei; things^Xhey are,but a few 
|j|agueSi4iftan;:>from tbe.iflandx>f|^2^^tf^ with 
ak force. fu^pcient to fcize it^ when they pleafc. 
And what is xhcre to Jiinder then) to do it ?. ' I 
kavc been 'iafor;mcd,4hat they- ba^ys attempted 

fettlenient .pp tb^t iiland a]rea4y> at JCape 

Majfze', byjWbigh they may iooa worm the 

Spaojardsrput ,o(.;C/i^»9 as they hayp done ouc 

>pf Wfpanio^. rC^pe Mayze. is one jqS the moO: 

important^ pi^e^jin all Amejrica^ fuch as TV?^- 

j^4 is on fi^e^jc^tinent* .This^a^id the (>tber 

^fi^tlemfn^s jl^ey^ave oppofite to Jt inHifpaniQla 

.jfecure the wpf^qrfi fajfag^ entirely, the only 

fafe paflage we have from the iflands : and at 

•*^the fame' time- leads diredlljt to the Ha* 

-H)ima. •" •••■■•■• 

~^",This wi^S'one of their great reafons for be- 
..ing fo intent upon .fee u ring , the Miffiftpi^ and 
:. driving the Spaniards from, about it. at Ptnfa- 
\cila in ,1719^ bccaufe they fay, "Thisnavi- 

'''jI'" .1.' 

' ** gation loLouiJianay wi^l further procure »$ 
**,.^ .free {or fmed) xtiott to the two famous 
** ports of the gulph of Mexico,, viz. the 
*^ Havana zr\d' Vira Cruz.*'*-^. — And :WC^ 

' ' ' ■ « ' 

* 

• Sfecbnd Voyag* of La Salle,' pag 188. 

• ; • i may 
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rt^ fee by the quahtitics of goldi and other 
J5panilh commodities, taken in their flir^ 
from the Mjjiftpi in the laft war, that thcjr 
have not only fourld a wky to th'i 'SpartifH 
jforts frohi ihence already/ but B&ewffi' ^ 
the mines ol Mexico \ to whleH ttieV'haVfe'j^ 
open road, and a (eciire traded cbthmorily'fofi. 
lowed by theni JFrom t\ithGffifipi. ' '^ ' - -^^^ 
' The French' no fooner whit to iV^MJff^' 
after the '|Jfea'ce of Utrevbt^ than the '-^H 
thing they attempted ^as* tMs' tri^e 'w 




I' t » 



^ niards^W^e-'ffldh dkrttiSa 
4t^ and pTcvehtea'ihcirtby; the'WSFth'tt-'*^^^ 
'fued between iftena and ttiie'^ft^ttfeh in iji^. 

^ Mr. Cr^x<* de fod cote, ^vcklreQSmt^^indizM.Jiia 
Jdotte Cadillac i qu'il s'etoit aiTocie pour Ton commerG^.4e 
faire des detadxenveo&.du coce de6 Jilwaisy pQur.)ai4ccou- 
YCite des min^s ; & du cote des EJpagn'oh de Tancbn ic i\x 
Douveaa M?xi^»^, ponretablir lecomiherte avectreijdihx 
provinces — ^La MoCte :Cadillac eodca peine debar^oe 
4 rifle DaDphine, qu'il«nvoya le Navirf, -fur letqudl^. il 
etoit vena, a la Tera Crtf«.— Lc gpvernpar fe fiatUjde 
leuiffif mieux (^which thtyhdve done) dans une autre tenta- 
tive, qu'il fit paries teries pour le meme rujcr.— 11 avoic 
confie la coadaite de cette expedition att^fieur de $t. De^s. 
•n lui donna pour dix mille francs de in^r^chandiPss, & o#n- 
vint avec lui quM les laiiTeroit en depot chez les Natchi* 
toches^ nation (anvage etablie fur .la riwere rougey ifc. 
Ctarlevoix Hiji. N. France, torn. IV. p. ^70, & fqq. 

But 
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But the long peace and gopd 'uqderftanding 

between the two nations has fince given the 

French an opportunity to purfue this their 

defign with more fuccefs -, of which we need 

no better proof than what is here mentioned, 

befides many accounts we have of this trade 

of tKe French from eye-witnefles. In this 

manner they encroach upon the Spaniards fc* 

cretly and artfully in time of peace, in the 

fame way as they have done upon the Eng- 

lilh. 

This road from the French fcttlements in 
Loujiana to the Sfanijh mines^ which you will 
fee laid down in their maps *, is much fhorter 
than is commonly imagined by many, who 
take fuch diftant countries to be more remote 
than they really are. When the Spaniards 
refufed them free accefs to their mines, they 
fecured their way to them by a fort bui!t 
for that purpofe f, on a large branch of 
the Miffijipi running weft, called the red 
river ; among a confiderable nation of Indians 
called the Natchitoches^ their friends and allies, 
where they keep a ftrong garrifon, and laid up 
their magazines for this clandeftine trade with 
the Spaniards, -f as they ftill do. About fifty 
or fixty leagues weft from the "Natchitoches^ 
^re another confiderable nation of Indians 

\ See the maps of </<? tljle and Bdlln* 
*!* CharlevQix^ ibid, 

M called 
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called the C^w, whom we are told the FrencH 
have likewife got amongfl ; or have allianc^ 
with them, as they may eafily get ; and who 
kad direftfy both into Mexico and Nem 
Mexico, From the Cents to the Spanifh fron- 
tiers that defend their mines, called by theni 
Prejidio del NortCy is but 1 50 leagues by the 
French accounts,-!- or about 200 from Natchi- 
Roches. But thefe diftances are always reckon- 
ed greater in the woods of America th^n thev 
really are. By the bed accounts of geogran 
phers, it is but 170 leagues weft from the 
Rent's to the mines of St. Barbcy reck- 
oned the richeft in all Mexico^ and about the 
feme diftance north- weft to Santa FeZy the 
capital of New Mexico^ that is, about ?2q 
leagues from the French fettlements at Ndtcbi- 
tocbes. And by the fame accounts it appears. 
to be but 280 leagues in a ftrait line fropi 
l^ew Orleans to St. Barbe*. 

Thisi 

•+ Charlevojx* fbid, 

• This we are certain of nighly, from the Qbrervatioi^oi 
of the lonji,itude at Neuu Otleansy and bottom of the Bay 
oT Mexico, nigh the meridian of St, Barhe, with the 
Utiiudes pf thefe two places. 

Thefe mines of St, Barhe lye in the norfh eifc parts of 
Qld Mexico^ at the foo$ of the mountains of Neijo Mexico^ 
The country is plain, level, and open to them, the whole 
Vay from the Mijftfipi y and the mountains of Ne^ MexUq^ 
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This Is but a fmall way for the French to ga 
for gold and filver, when they go fo coi^ftantly 
all over the continent of North AmeSca, 
from the mouth of the river 5/. Lawrence to 
the mouth of the Miffi/tpi, upwards pf ipOQ 
leagues, only for a few beaver ikins. And if 
they have not the fame conveniencies of a 
water-carriage to Mexico^ yet they have a much 
greater convenience perhaps for that purpofe* 
from the great plenty of beads of burden in 
all that country that leads to Mexico^ which is 
full of horfes wild in the woods ; where they 
tell us, " We purchafcd a very fine horfcj 
'' that would have been worth twenty piftalc$ 
*^ in France, for an axe.*" 

This is a grand dbjcft the French have in 
view, which makes them fo intent upon fecur^ 
ijlg thofe vaft countries they call Louifiana ; 
which not only leads tp, but muft command 
the adjacent mines of Mexico \ if they do not 
JDOund equally with mines themfelves, as there 
is no doubt but they do, although the French 
have run from one extream to another in 
fearching for them. This makes them fo im-. 
patient to get rid of the Englifh power in 

wliich (eparate.that province from Loufian-t, are but Tmafl 
hills^ like the Apalachean mountains in the eafr^ or rathct 
towerj,as we have from certain accounts. 
*I^ Salle j ibid. p. i6. 

M 2 Ame* 



[ lOO ] 

America, which only ftands in their way. bei- 
tween thefe and all rheir other defigns; the 
caufe of -rtieir entering into this war for that 
purpofe. 

■' It has furprifcd many to lee the French en-*, 
gage in fo expenfive a war, only to fupporf. 
their inconfiderable colony of Canada, as fume 
ihiagine; from which they have nothing but a 
few beaver flvins, and that at the charge of 
400,000 crowns a year to the public, they 
te-11 us*. If this was their only view, wc 
could never imagine they would be at fuch , 
a rifque and charge about it. It plainly ap- 
pears from hence then, as well as from all other 
accounts, that their views are much greater, 
to wit, the fccurity of honijiana^ as well as 
Canada^ and all North America with them ; 
which muft give them the command of the 
adjacent Spanifli mines, whenever they find it 
proper and convenient ; bcfides the whole 
trade and commerce of that continent in 
lime. 

This their view and defign plainly appears. 
to be the whole fcope of their preferit and 
late proceedings in America, from the refult 
and conclufion of our negociations with themr 
about it in 1753. Our miniftry offered 

« 

* Charlevoix, ibid. La Fothcrie Hift, Americjue Septen-' 
tiionalcy 6cc. 

to 
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to come to terms of accommodation with 
thcni, which they would willingly have done 
ttpon any rtafonabk terms that couH be pro- 
pofed, hut • the French injijied upon all the river 
Ohio as a preliminary tofucb a treaty of accom- 
mcdation ! as we have from the beft and un- 
doubted authority. They faw plainly, that 
the pofleffion of that river would put it in 
their power to command all North America, 
and infifted upon that, as a preliminary 

to treat with them about it.—-— If 

this was to be the preliminary article, what 
could we expeft from the treaty ! — *— It was 
not for a port or two in Nova Scotia ; but for 
all North America in effedt, that they were 
contending, and are flilh 

This their fettlement on the Mi//i/!pij if not 
taken notice of, is likely to turn to as great 
account to them in time, as they conceived it 
might in 1719. They are not only convenient 
here to go to the mines of Mexico^ to which 
they have a good road already opened by land, 
and begin to carry on a confiderable trade 
there; but if they encreafe and ftrengthen 
here, as they muft foon do in fo fine and 
cxtcnfive a country, while they have fuch a 
fuperior force adjoining to this in the 
iQands, they muft by means of thefe two fo 
cafily joined together, and conftantly fupport- 
ing one another, foon be able to reap all the 

pro- 

2 
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frofitt of the SpmHh trrtfiitts in Amtfrtci, if 
not to feize thcm-^a thing that all Enriope ii 
concerned in furelyj as well us Brilain, '" 

This mtrft be the confequence lottl^tirhe of 
other, although feW feem to fee it in a trui 
light now. • Their views and deligns then iH 
North Ametica are much deeper laid, artfcl 
their confequcncc miril be much more alarrtl^ 
ing to all who can fee before them, than mott 
people feem to apprehend. It is not to be 
imagined, that they would have engaged in to 
hazardous and expenfive a war as this, only 
for the fake of a few beaver Ikins, or a ft^ 
barren fpots in Canada. 

Their views are much more extenfiv(fi 
They 'not only aim at the acqnifition of all 
thofc immcnfe territories above defcribcd, but 
they cxpeft to get fomething with them: 
They fee that thofc poffcffions muft fecore *W 
them the benefit of moft of the tr^afures tit 
all America, and that they wiH have it In 
their power to feize them whenever it may Be 
convenient, after they are Well eftablMhtd iri 
thofe immenfe territories that they call Louf/f- 
ana \ which is their view and aitt^, by thdff 
prcfent proceedings in North America. iThU 
they have had in view ever fince they feRt 
Mr. la Sale to take pofleffion of the Mrjfijlff^ 
and efpccially fmce the vaft hopes 'they cxitif 
ceived of it ia 17191 whien thtydto^c tfic 

Spa- 
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$lpa|}iard$. from about tba( rivtr, and began to 
conceft all the i£nglii}i claims that might in. 
tcrfere with their dcfigns. 
.. AU thofe things hav^ been medicated for 
many years, but they are now gofnc to a cr^s^ 
and we muft prevent .them am or nwer^ If 
the French have over-ryn all thofe couutricsi^* 

and.m?ide th^mfelves matters of them already, 
ojaly wjth a handful of naen, ho3«^ will they 
ever be rooted out of them ; when they come 
t9 be well iecyred and fortified in them, the 
the .firfl: thing they will do, without doubt% 
and, to increafe and multiply, as {bey muft 
do in fych fruitful countries ? « -^It will tbca 
be in v^n to fay that Britain ougjit to vindi- 
cate its rights to thofe countries ; or that 
Spaii^ is endangered by them. They muft 
both fubmit to. the fate they have brought 
uppn themfelves, if they foffer the French* 
thus to Qver-run North America* and to fo- 
cure and. fortify themfelves in it. We never 
fee tbem part with 4 place they onccgcrfure 
footing in \ nor give up or negle6l fuch ad- 
vantages as thofe here reprefented, the Spa* 
nifh treafures in America. 

It is not our opinion only, that the French 
mud; fooner or later fcize the adjacent Spaniih 
mines, by means of their poffclfiDns in Lou^ 
ijiana^ but we fee the fame declared on a very 
differen; Q?c^09| by ^ very intelligent and 

judi* 
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gafa'bujc ^mtti''^in 6f the tci^itbrtcs ifcy^ 
prVecrid to''lay'''c|^^^ stod'Jtre. lifir# 

contending for,, the cauft mufi: be diclddSihf 

j« ■ ■ **^ . ^ ■ ^ ■ • 

a j^nd war, in which Britain is no w^ abto^ 
to contend wifh Trance. This we mtTile^ 
from the tranfadions of both in Aoiirica aC 
prefent. ^ht (ituation* of the French Colo- 
nies likewife is infinitely better, in a Hate o^ 
war, than the Bricifh, as we may fee ftoax 
what has happened, and what isrliere rcprc^ 
ft'rited." Wiih.^hiS Britain muflrble itstiaErai 
power, and France gain one, if /h(i becorftrfs 
fupcrior in Aperiiqa. And what fecurity wiM 
eitlief Spain, or Britain have fpi' their pof* 
fcffions in America then ? If the Frcncli gr*'4r 
fo powcrfill both by fea and land, as they chirfl 
Toon do; by carryirtg any of their •prefent 
prctenfions in A merica, ':' 

If ch« Englifli- interfere with the SpairiiaA 
Itt* Artierica, n; is only in z JmuggUngtraA 
that is of tittffe confcquence^ Whiefeas^'de 
French take' both ^ir trade iattid thekboumrf, 
fecuVe and fortify them,- •« they ttiay fee J^ 
TJiJfardifa: ' '"■ ^ - • • ' **••' - *• '• vii 
'^ Bur BHt^n is • i;^ far from flihiiig' aH ftn^ 
new. vquifitions,, or'conqiWft's; tlrac^iV ii tUt 
Jcveh ^H^ defit-e 6Y iHtcreftr.of th<' iiiHdkrfio 
Vave &, iPdhey wtregivcilW' i*j;?» Wljp 
wdufe'ddlt'Wre thatr' they -artf=i*»)rtk^1i 
commcrblSi'ilatibh,- sk^d~ oblige 'It'ftM^'A 



Jkfndiitg 4n»jV coiurarjr to its defire and ih< 
Mffft; to. posted: fuoh airqutfictons, in the 
, tcififit . of) other powccfial fftighbours, '. who 
might claim. or coveit tbem* * •. » j 

r. ^fiiicrbirrdib other haixd^ Eramct is 2i military^ 
and warlHoernatioa, as rte^l-as a con^o^rci^ 
^n<ftii«l^atir0iaiotain9 ^^^po^ooo men in ^9Xttis^ 
\9!hM>£Fii:aifi has but ri^^ooo, boch a( home« 
Cntk is 'billies doaiioioioins in the £aft ao<l 
W{^«Indie$ . pdt together- . With- <ucfe .^ 
3^i^ ^»yn(lf (thp vwy bate tfid .dread (rf «j[i9 
£ng)i(bT najciof)) whloh itHey will i^pc- allovf 
of .even for their ^wo i^^ and pro£e^i<% 
iidikead of making co^qiiefts .on ,theiF..{\eigh^ 
hours) the Frenciv Hv^ at fyn^efts ajsd D^ 
mmcH^ as . well as . /r^i^^i^ ^d Con^mcrci^ 
•wherever they go ^ -^^^ pretend therewith, xp 
have a ^^/i(v to w^^^ver.is conv^eni : ^i^t 
4h^«..f It is by fwch.jl^^MRife^ w.^ch 

';havr ^cnOav^ .their j9wa. peppier ! chat they 
:^ouUi oaake all aroi^^.4heii>/uba)it t^'them i 
^hsv^ kept all Eucopo in»;<;pQl^ant, alarms for a 

• • • 

^Ofdred.- years paft .; and. np^y atccn^pt the 

iameiuAmerica^ 
'«.r£riiergjtbe)Lwanc to pulb.a fradc. and tommerce^ 

JiVKUiM-Cheir arms^ to fupport this exorbi* 
^ta«bi90fv«« And let Spain^ or any. others^ 
^adSS^cjit wihich. n^.. thefe , two, -^Britain^ or 
%;^^gft^9iifeclfcith.fuGj) power3;> views and interefts^ 
f ^hffjiiBt^ choo?e fof, A ncjghjK)Uf— They 
^jfiic^i-. ' N 3 may 
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J^pqxs,, or. their isgwn pofisiTiQas. f aay» mfP*' 
th4« we fee3ntaja«^ atrfreicsic, iixmi li«v^ 
indulged fuch a neighbour nij^ ihmu»'*or ^^ . 

,„ The only. yi9»vj.flC B^^. by »thi#...|pK^ 

.-war, rX)p aa]!^ 9;he;r-;]^coca^ing8 ia Afll^riQr/ 

U^ tf> pfefeifvc bei:^ imdou^ed^ rrgbcd- illd> 

ippflefliQAay from the ufurp^op of ib «dai)ger» 

^s^;ifeighbOUr and ^dbccbitd eneiliy^vi^ 

rha3s -Mnuftivand ncvtr "tiWU> jpm h«r t6 tacttto 

exptnCflrtD iwureher liwn, 'than all \t -jkAf 

s-ht worth cd.her;;^tffpeciiAlly iff (ht fuffdt^ the 

: French to fiirround her '^rt* aM fldes ; id'inkt 

^dftd-'piacc -after another^ which ^vHr m^ ht 

*'orivc«icnl.tt)VthcW'f tl^fef ibc%ounds'-^d 

Ihfilfc ito^hcr'-evcr^i wl»»i%:,hef't>^vn tetrir 

:<loricsT'«nd take:«hofe:iftomv;her'^^thin rifdft 

: ciidaigcr all^hp^rcft the)^.««"4)l6afed.ix> Jadrc 

her<^ch&i.^(t;»d -oba^e)idafa9e.'!daQfe£'^j^4fer 

dedlarUigrwar .agicmftvfirara^ey^afterfo ihany^ 

. open' hoftiHtics from it : <aih} whidi/Beitai^ if Is 

nfed noothcr way ta.c^ry^on, bdt tom^fettlhi 

nfuperinr na^ .(thr-^ grcac ' clamoto :fitf»^e 

.French,) "againftifudi ii^'^uptHdf i^^'^for 

'.filfipnfifivati^mj thar;<imi{tcb&:''l3lt0We^:fb%ll 

people. Whereas WeV^^e^vte«s'^fRi««te 

ftby tfii^^r; are, nfot onlytd^ftfflA^all'^thcrfc 

2)«rlAmf7^ proeeedings ' agait^ ^)P^iWs"W 

• vi'bnuu:;* . " natibos 



Mridlifi y bdffo iroAnxmn bar ilb^l u(brpikd« : 
MS'by "ridlefite, chat were got by frkud and 
alkifice ; and ttf etrforce the puns and qutbr 
txitt of her conrkhiflaries, againft the manifeft 
^hli^ !5f nattonSy by force of arnns l^^Hmc^ 

•. 'lf^^«R tRihgs wfe confidered,- * %rf», nor^ 
lld»'Btli^ p6w|^, li» rtrafon to be alartned it 

cAm proceed<ii^^J9rf/^/>r$ buton checon* 
tt^ Ot%he: to'fee- ficich grofs infuks on the 

ii^t% of mankind t^drefled, if thiefy have aof 

::yegard to juftice.'-^The Spaniards perhaps 
aiay ,be ;affieqdedt> >.a$ they ha;ye good reafon 
to be^ 9t the unjuft and unnecteflary war this 

X oadon entered into with them before ; but 

'• . -■ ■ ■ • • . . 

if is well kno^n^ that was not a war of the 

. Naihn ; it wa^madr only by z party. The 

^nation wa$ ^SgpVH^ '^\ ^ true, but it was^ . 

"by Fmnce^ from berinany.* infringements of 

-the treaty of XJirukt^ not by Spain': and it 

tkas iuffitred fufficiendy^for its miftake* 

. :T«:<If thole things are rightly cpnli^cred, it 

iltio be hoped, they will commit no more 

v^qb imftakes again ; but mind the true in^ 

^rfterbft of 1^ nation^ particularly with regard 

irilo.fMfe vie w^. and i^efigas of France, by 

l'^B^c|b^^'J^t)k>o is both hurcin its interefts, 

9iody^*^^4^^4p6g^.^«^vVicws of the French 
idi*': AP^IM ^ve, hi«befH0 .bejn . ttcated «s 
^mx^v. groundlefs 



greqndJefsAiggeftipmi but now I thifikc^FCz 
may be convinced of chem, from /attl estpe^^ 
rieMe. Thcy.havp bero'teckwed to bd :fi^ 
very diftant, if thrra was siny w^iity in thcoii^ 
that they leem to have b^en looked upoii $»: 
not worth notice ; but now they are com^ tPL 
our doors, and^ xn^ us t^e aodce of thepi, 
isybetber we wil j;pr not. . U /fras fpr . this re^fOA 
that wc have be^n. ^t tliis p^ias co reprefciit 
their feveral views and dciig^, that we iqaf 
not again be furprized by th|^m»' nor cateh^ 
te unguaxyj^d againft them ;: and (hall next 
cohlkki: the ncuatian they. ate intoaccomplifli 
them. ■ .■ ! ;. .- , " .7 
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'be Jitudtion cf ■ tJbe"Freii^'*}9itimeSy and tkkr 
abilities to (ucomplifltthoft dejigm. ■ 

THE fitvmtion of tT**FVciich in North 
America is every ^a^ as convenient, t<J 
execute all thofe their fcfhcftees' abovemendoM^ 
cd» as our fituation is inconvenient and diiad-' 
vantageous to prevent then). Theyhaviihtid 
all thofe things in view for "many years,- Mv« 
been conftantly preparing* tbAftfdvcs -for tKMfc 
purpofesj and have thereby put themf(^ve^fti 
a {icuation proper to execi!i¥d''thent ; while- Wi 
bavkrJ^cvir once thdaght tif 'tWeln; '^h'^iii 
' this 



iKb thAr fStuatron that made tfiem take tbat' 
other wife defperate fiep to iecurcctie ritrerOhid^' 
in 1753) and has made themfofiKicefsfuIhrit. 
I^or this they began to prepare themfelves im:^ 
liiediately after xhe treaty oi AiscU ChapUl^ 
by fecuring and fortifying iVl^^^ari^pat leads x% 
that river \ and by ftrehgthening and fettlinjgp 
themicl ves at Sandojkiy the nvtr MiamSi^ ^^^pi* 
imty about la^e Eric \ and gaining "an intereft 
ili^ith the natives there, which fuppofc aiid comi 
mand the river Oi/^,All thofc fttdeaicnts! thr^ 
hkd to back arid fupport them there, and^about 
fort ^u Siuefne^ when they feizcd tliat' j^laudcl 
^hile ^e had only feme ftr^ggftng fettfcfmcnts 
on the Oii/^, with a fmali fort building tlien^ 
but hardly gar rlfdned; lat rgtear tJiftancclFmm 
our other more fecute fettlements, and feparat* 
cd from therti by the mountains. By this 
means they cgutd hardly fail to fecure the rivet 
"bbioy by onfc ftrokc, as we fee they dkf. 
' By that ftep they fet down between us and 
all the natives of North America, who refide 
only upon thofe our frontiers : and by means 
of fort du '^tfne^ and Niagaray they infefce^ 
ted pdr communication entirely with all the 
natives of that continent, except a few IrvjiMs 
and Cberokeesy by^ which they have all cbe 
Indians of that whole continexit iti a mamiet' 
to join with rh^m^ and fupport them," wh<^ 
hive done US' mdre mifcbief than the Frebeh 

thebi'* 
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themfirlvet. B7 this means they have even a 
iiiperioriey over our more populous colonies^ 
ami have always as many men in the field, if 
, 06c more, than we have •, notwithftanding our 
boaftcd fuperiority in North America. This 
they iaw, and every one might plainly have 
fereleen, when they took poireiTion of fort dii 
$uifni^ and Niagara^ 

The fituation and advantages of thefe two 
placet is hardly to be defcribed or conceived»^ 
or compared to any thing elie : there is per-^ 
liaps no pvt of the world fo awed and com- 
manded by a number of places, as North 
Amerieais by thefe two only : they command 
in a manner that whole continent : for which 
reafefh we fliall confider their fituation more 
particularly below in the account of our fron- 
tiers* By means of thefe two places alone the 
French entirely fecure all thefe vail and ex«» 
tcnfive lerritories above defcribed, to the very 
jburces of the rivers St. Lawrence and hKjjyifu 
iwith the great Lakes \ cut off our accels to 
them, and deprive us of all communication 
with them ; by which they have all thole vaft 
regions, and all the natives in tbeni, . eo^tirely 
at their command. This was their view, in 
fcizmg the river Ohioy and there was.no .Wi^i* 
der to fee than take fuch fteps to iecure thfiyt 
.on$ place on this river, when they couI4 4p 
iti.foeafUy, only with a bandijull of men ; and 
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could gain by it an extent of Qpuotry larg^^ . 
perhaps than all Europe, whiQh^.they .could^. 
fccurc only by means of two little forts 1 



*. -» ' 



and aniintaih only with a few woods-n^p |nd^^ 
IriSiaris. ,, * f> ji* > 

it 'this is. conftdcrcd, I fay n we nf<d ppfc,TP^-: 
fur prized at the proceedings of ithft . Fnwl;|iui\ 
nqr how they, cflpjc to pretend. t;Q. dftinfifi^il 
the yail regions :abpve.defcribe4!ii|',^^^llilV(.^ 
arid CanadarJ^y only a.haf>4fi4^of.»jjs^.^i^i 
them. If they had no other adya)^(?^ef,) ^UtV; 
thy'ir number Qf\ine(i, we:&Quid blf. a^Jjjftlp^ 
alarmed by them, 'as.fptpp.o.thQ«3,,fee.p^4fti?e^. 
Bat when ;hey come*to.ijff^Jce,,by;tW«^(n^^9S,^ 
a trzSt of country as Jar^e-.a? all .j^rop^, a%d; . 
all North America^ ?P **j i^anner, only by^ % 
a fmall handful of ragacpuffins too, out of the 
few people they h^^e^rit is high, time to be- 
afarmed^ I think, if we^l^ive any manner of 
r^ard for bur ownfafcty. , . 

* And if thofe things are rightly conCdercd^ 
it will appear, that the proceedings of the 
French 6n the Obi'o^ and In all other parts of 
Nottlt' America, were not merely to fecure a 
few ftraggiing fettlements, or a little pel tr/ 
trade with the Indians ; as fome, who appeal, 
to be little acquainted with thofe matters, ariii* 
never heard of them before, feem to haveima^' 
ginecT. Their views and defigns are much grca^ 
tefj^and iriight eafily have been forefeen, if Wc 
^ • O had* 
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had bttfn ^ppfifed df the vaft iadvihfagfcs th^ 

|;dn by th^fe two pUees^ and hoW eafy it was 

to fccbff thcrti, as they did. 

With all this, the countricB they fecure by 
means of thofe two places are not more exten- 
fl^e, than they arc convenient to them. By 
means o^ Niagara and fort du ^efne they join 
itmr two colonies of Canada and houfiana to- 
gether, by the nihgeft communication that is 
between them ; and are thereby able toaflem* 
ble their whole force together againft the Eng- 
li(h, whenever they pleafe; the other grand 
point they have in view. 

The conveniences they have for this purpofe 
of uniting their two colonies together, are as 
greit and almoft incredible, as the vaftnefs of 
the concerns they fecure by it. Thofe who 
ari lb little acquainted with North America, 
as mofl: of oUr people are, feem to imagine, 
that if the French were thus to join Canada ^6d 
Loui/iana together, it would be of little ufc to 
them, while their fcttlements in them are fo re- 
mote and diftant, as ^ebec and New Orka^s. 
But they mud know, that there is a navigacidh 
and water-carriage, the whole way froiii the 
mouth of the river St. Laurence to the mouth 
6f ihtMUfifipiy all over and acrofs the continent 
of North America, upwards of 30CO miles, by 
which their moft remote fettlements areallcen- 

nefted together. In all this diftancc thereis no-m^ 
m;cuptionofa carriage by water, except at the 

great 



great fall of tfiagura^ where. ther^Js ;^,coa^c- 
nicnt land-carriage of about twenty, rnUeuM^ 
And even that they may avoid by g9]ng,yp^,tte 
rivers a little weft of it, where two branches 
of Lake Ontario and Lake -EnV alnpoQ:, JQii) 
together. Befides this^ they have a.fi^iaii 
land- carriage from the rivers of L^ke£r/> to 
the branches of th^MiJJiJipi^ but fifteen miles 
at moft, and in fome places but four or Eye % 
with a fall or two in the nvcx St, Laurence about 
Montreal Thefe are the only interruption? 
to a water-carriage from the mouth of the river 
5/. Laurence to the river Mijftfipu — You may 
even go Irom Hud/on* s Bay to the Bay oJF 
Meoiico^ or from Lake Superior to the remoteft 
part of Hudfon^s Bay, all over the continent of 
North America, by water the whole way*.' 

This prodigious water-carriage in North 
America is occafioned fay the great extent of 
the rivers St. Laurence^ and Miffi/ipi^ which 
fpread over all the Continent in a manner, for 
lobo miles and more, and whofe branches 
interlock with one another ^ with diofc five 
great lakes intervening between them, that 
make fo many inland feas, upwards^ pf i%qq 
miles in length. 

It is by me^ns of this water-carriage, th^t 
A^'!FrencK have always kept up a.commui^i- 

'*• See the TrdVc]$ of Jofeph It France, in Mr. Doih?% 
^ccpunt of Httdiott'i Say. ; ; "\-. 

\ : ^.rr . O 2 . -^ icaffon 
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cation between their fettlements in Canada, 

and che Miffifipi. For this purpofe they hay; 
iuthertb been obliged togo^ great way about, 
by hikfi Huron and Michigan. They have 
another: (horter way from the weft end : pf 
Lake Erie^ by the river fFakucke^ although 
frfdom, if ever, followed. hy them.. Buc.tbe' 
Ihortcft and . moft coavenitntway of alU is by 
the rivter GA;q ;. which fhoiiens their way 5: or 
600 miles. That river is navigable the whofe 
w-iy from its fourcea to the Miffiftfi^ Avith oftiy 
one fall in it, that U navigable both up aad 
down. By means of this river then they have 
a ready paffagc at all times from Canada itp 
the Mijffifipir ^nd avoid the dangerous naviga- 
tion of the great lake9 that cannot be attempt- 
ed but at ccruin times. This thejt) wa&>a 
prtodigious :ad vantage the French gained -by 
tfee rivqr O&V; befjdes all others. And 1 if 
they kept up fuch a cpjnmunication betwe|qn 
their two colonies before by that dangerqijis 
navi^ttion of the great Lakes, how U9uch 
more will they do it noWt by th? river 0^ ; 
and diereby conftantly infeft the ffpn^s 
of all our colonies, as they have .^jre^^y 

'4one. ji'wi* • 

• - By this means then we fee, that the Fnaich 
cah readily aflemble and unite all their ibgce 
in North America together atany„placc,thfy 
'find convenient ; and thereby carry every point 

- • I tliey 
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jtbey pleafe : their inany ^ttlemeitts^ in North 

Artierica are divided into four hodltSy CaHdthf^ 
LmfiMa^ the SltHoiSj and k D^/r^tf/, whic^i arib 
M Conncded together by the navigation aibovt 
dfcfcribed, and the river 0*/^.Thcfc arc all undtfr 
isnt governnrient with the fame view^s And inte- 
teft; while we are divided and difunited by diffc- ' 
rent governments, laws^ and oiiftonw, with as 
different views andinterefts, as ever any people 
had ; by which our force is never lo be join- 
cdj whilft theirs is always fo. And their force 
ivheh thus joined is fuperior to the fdrcc of 
'any one of our colonics, efpecially When they 
are backed by the Indians ; by titrhich mfeans 
they fucceed in every thing they undertake, in 
the riianrier we fee, with oniya handful of 
tneii, againft all the numbers we h^ve in our 
colonies, when they are taken together. But 
if the French take them one by one, as thtfy 
have done, they tnifft foon takie them allj; as 
ihey are fuperior to any one of our colonies 

It was tMs vail advantage, and convenience 

that nVadc the French fo intent Opon iccuring 

tht' river Ohio ; a ftep that we might always 

'fe^ they would take, if it was poflible for 

them. In the midft of this extenfive naviga- 

ilhxi (lands that important place of ¥cindu 

:^fne Upon the Ohio defcribed below, which 

ifiJ^or more important than it is convenient to 

f'l'^ ' '. . th<?m. 
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tbcm p It is in the center pf the, whole Frenc^ 
fprcc in al^ North America joined together, 
whch is here united and conncded in on^ body,^ 
^witji nupii)erspf Indians to back themj who 
are all fupported with little or no labour or 
expenccjj or from what the country naturally 
produces, as is fhown below. 

This place again is as convenient to annoy 
and diftrefs the Britifli colonies. It is from 
hence th^t they fend out parties of woodfmen 
a[nd Indians, that have overrun all the fron- 
tiers of Virginia^ Maryland^ and Penfylvaniiu 
that are all open and expofed to them j whef e 
tliey have Uid wafte, and broke up all our 
ftjttlement;5 in fonie whole counties. 
'T9 bring this view of the fifuation of the 
FreiTch colonies then a little nigher home : if 
they have- fuch an extenfive water carriage all 
oyer North America, there is no doubt buf 
fhey have the fame in a fmaller compafs round 
them. Accordingly we fee a ready commut 
nication by M^ater, between all thofc forts that 
they have drawn round us, by which they r^^r 
dily pafs from one to the other ; and tranfpprt 
troops, (lores, artillery, &c. with a great deal 
of eafe, at a fmall expence. 

By this means they carry on a war in Aip^« 
ilea with much lefs charge, and expenc? thaa 
we can dp ; which makes them fomuch more 

ready 
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ready to enga]ge in fuch wars. ' They go 
from place to place, all ovet North Ame- 
rica, by wat^r , ^hile we have many long and 
chargeable jpiirneys to make by land, before 
wc can get at them. If our troops are to be 
tranfported, it is by tedious and ex^nfive em- 
barkations by (hipping i while they build fleets 
lip on the fpot, and at the inftant they want 
thepi i tranfporting both their fleets of tihoes 
and themfelves wherever they defire. Hence 
they have made fuch a prbgrefs every where, 
while we have been three years going to one 
of the nigheft and moft convenient forts they 
Have, but have not yet been able to get to it; 
and fuflercd fo much in croflihg the woods 
and mountains, in going to attack Fort d» 
S^efne ; which Ihey come to by water. 

If wc cdhfider this tTielr fituation, and 
certipart' it with the fituatioh Of our colonies 
as reprefented below, there is. ho wonder they 
Ihould gain fuch advantages over us. To 
prevent this we have no oiher way but ta 
break that chain of fons, that they have drawn 
rbund us, ahd linked themfelves together m 
the manner wc lee. 

For this reafon, we ihould next take a view 
of thiis their chain of forts, which may be 
feen On a map as here enumerated, and 
are, 
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Crown-Pointy Fort du ^efne^ 

Bort la Mfitte^. . Sandojkiy 

Cbambliy .._ Fort Miamis^ 

St. John's^ . : , Grm Wiaut^ 
iSoreU . Little fTtauty 

M^ontreal^ Lx Droits 

, La Galette^ Miffilimakinacj 

Fort Front enac^ Fort St^Jofepb^ 

Toronto y he Rocber^ 

Niagara^ Fort Cbartres^ 

PrefqiCIJle^ leading Kaskaskies. 
. to Buffalo river» Kappa^ 

and the Qbio^ jUbamas. 

^efidcs thefc, their two fortreffcs oi,^ehcc 
and Lewijburg (hould not be forgot, nor Trois 
Bfi^viireSj New Orleans^ and Fot Loms dt Mobile ^ 
with number of other fmaller ones, purpofely 
omitted, more perhaps than arc here enumerat<» 

edi befides the forts jthey have in their own pre- . 
cin£ts in Canada. 

What the condition of thefe forts may be is . 
not fo nouch to the purpofe, as fome perhaps 
may imagine, Tl^ey are fufiicient w£ fee to 
keep poirefQon in the mean time, and they 
are eafily ftrengthened. Forts and fortifications^ 
are well known to be engines that the French^ 
deal. in, and know how to manage tp thCrbeft^ 
a<i vantage. If they, aric not ftrong ijoWte 
they can Toon make them fo. This we m?/> 
learn from Crown Point and LewJLurg\. whici^ 
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were as little and much lefs regarded foffle 
years ago, ' than any of thefe forts may he 
now '9 whilit they' have (ince coft this nation 
fuch fums, and ever will coft ic, ten tifties more 
than they coft to ereA, fo long as they ftand* 
And if thefe two have coft us fuch fums, Fort 
du ^efne and Ni^ara are likely to coft mu<!h 
more^ Whatever they may be now. 

This is the chain of forts that we haVtl heard 
fo much calked of, and the batteries that the 
French hareerefted againft us, uponotir own 
territories too, with which they idiftrefs and 
annoy us in all quarters, while they are fafe 
and fecure themfelves, under the defence 6f 
their cannon. 

It 2s^ by means of theft forts, fJtuaCedup 
ahd down at convenient diftances^ in the 
moft important places, that they are able to 
latftith out into all parts of North Am'erica^ 
and ipread over that whole continent, with 
(uth -a handful of people, without any thing 
to 'kzT^ even from the traiterous favages, 
whom* they rather awe and command^ than 
mppi^hend or dread any thing from them, by 
iheans of thefe forts. While on the other 
hand, our people in the colonies ate n6t only 
ekp6f%d at homt, bat in danger every where 
abroad : their frontiers are all open and 
dtpofed to the jncftrfions both of the French 
and Indians i and ip th^ remote Indian coun* 

P tries 
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tries they have no fecurity at all, but what 

they. may purchalie for their nioney, with a 
conftdAt charge to the. public, as well as to 
many indiyiduals.- So long as this is the 
cafe ^her& is no wonder to fee the French 
overrun all North America. Thefe are ad- 
vantages that overpower numbers, and give. 
the few people they have there, a fuperjority. 
over 'ten times the number that we hqy.6 ; 
even if thcii^ fituation was the fame in other 
r^fpedts^ as it is ftill more different and dif- 
advantageous^.in many other refpedts. 
..Wfhatevw we may think then of thefc 
French forts, their advantages are certainly 
very great, and that both in time of peace and 
war.-. They fccure the whole continent of 
Nor^h America in a manner, and all the vaft 
regions,, and many conveniences attending 
them, above defcribed. They awe and com«- 
ifaahd all the natives, feture their furr-trade, 
give them'a protedion for themfelves, and 
their wives and childteh, againft their enemies j 
a thing that they have often alked of us, but 
have never obtained 5 by which they are fo 
ready to join the French; and fo ready to'' 
cnga^ ih; war with all their neighbours, ,^ 
fupport the French intereft, when they jcnoAw', 
themfelves to be fee u re at home. 

It is obferved of the natives of America, efpecj- 
ally, thole about the great lal^s; that they .cann«)t 



or will not live wichout war ; fo that wc. may 
be fare of perpetual difturbanccs from thcip^ 
if we allow the French thus to. protcft and 
encqurage them ia what is otherwifethciir na? 
tural propenfity. 

. By this means the \French fceure all the 
interior parts of North America, only by a 
few Indians, and Indian traders or woodfmen ; 
by whofe means they draw our own allies^ 
from us, and therewith get poflcflion of oQr 
territories, with little or no charge or expcnce^ 
only by means of a few forts or truck-hotiies, 
that fecure their goods and merchandizes aF 
t^e faoie time : while we are deprived of all 
thofe advantages, and extenGvc fruitful coqn* 
tries, that belong to us-, and cannot fupporr 
our jntereft with ^a much greater charge and 
expfnce. 

,For all thefe purpofes the French have only 
to keep up three forts or fortifications, that- 
can beany charge to them, to wit, Crorvn 
Pointy Niagara^ and fort Du S^u^fne. All 
their other little forts ar^ only as it v^cre 
redoubts ta thefe, and ferve chiefly to keep- 
up a communication between theie three ; 
wliich are or foon will be no doubt more con* 
fiScrable fortreffcs- 

By thefe three alone, they fecurfc all the 
frontiers of their owiji colonics — all the 
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frontiers of our colonics — and all North 

America with it, t^c^pt a Qip on the fea» 
i:baft. 

The fituation and advantages of thefe 
three places are almoft incredible, but they 
are not lefs <rertain on that account By 
Niagara and fort Du S^uefne alone, they cut 
oflf our communication with all the interior 
parts of North America, and fecure them 
entirely; while they fecure tbemfelves at 
-home merely by Crown Point. For this 
reafon it "will be neceffary to give a more 
particular account of thefe three places, as, we 

rfliall do below ; which may be here referred 
to. thefe other vaft advantages of the Fr^ch 
colonies in their prefent fituation. 
; It is this their fituati^^n that gives them 
fuch an advantage over us. They have 
pnly 4^be& three places to guard, while (we 
have fame hundreds. . And even of. thefe 
three j Niagara is fecure 4>y its fitu^tioOt de- 
fended by the . lakes, and mountains ^ppe, 
(ince the demolitiQji of Qfipigo* Fof t Du 
^efne is much in the fame fituation,^ ^uig 
defended, by. five ridgea of mou^it^^ .^ iy)d 
jD^ny woods that aredjjG&cuJttopafs,, |¥}f|ch 

, He between it and our fcttlemcpts. .^ P[W 

\^Q, nothing thoQ to. attend to, bwt (JT^;/ 

;, .J\iiint ^ while wf5 feem to difregard^/4tf«r^ 

)vbich we can hardly get at ; and PfgiJe^ 

" fort 
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foTtBu i^efnif which we fcetn to jthink iin. 

pra6Uc^le, fince the xjefeat of : general 
Braddock, 

As they have nothing to defend then but 
this one place,' they are lik^y to. give ut 
enough to dp with that, and keep us gt ^ bf jr 
with it, 'till tb^y fccur^ all the reft, ^^ all 
tb^ir !Ti any encroachments upon. us. They 
are. in ppj3GbQIon of all the iroo^ier^ of q\fx 
colonie^^ and can at any time pour in tjbeir 
irregulars, Oureurs de Bois^ and Indians jnto 
them ; by which our people <iar€ not ftjr, 
nor. march to Crown- Point i oriM>y where dfe, 
but are c^iged to iland upon tbeic defence ac 
honoe. Even the mc^ remote fooxbern eolo- 
nies, Carolina aiid Georgia^ are eocpofnd .to 
theoi, and in danger of being aittaclced by 
tfaem^ from Moiik and ABamas ; from which 
the French ean marcfr oyer iand to their 
frontiers, and -are not far to come *by water -to 
their coafts; and attack them both in flank 
alnd froat at the fame time. 
^ By this nokeafia our force is diii^ided into: as 
niany fmaii parties, as we have Colonies oo 
the contioent, ^wJMCih are ten in number^ while 
tJiiirs is all united and mufte^ed' \)^p aton^ 
bface. It is by this means that they get the 
aiih^acttage of ico^ nunihers dniy witfh a liami- 
fi^ 6f men^ diattbey ba^ hisbtreo had at 
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- But if their force is now cncrcalcd to any 
thing like what it is reprcfented to be, the/ 
muft not only gain advantages, and fecufe 
every place we are contending for, and all 
North America with it, but our colonids' 
themfelves muft be in danger from them, 
fo long as they remain in the inadlivc di* 
vided ftate we fee them. We boaft of our 
force being ten times greater than theirs, and 
fccm to reft fecure with that, without nria- 
ktng any ufe of it ! But what is a divided 
ahd broken force? If we have ten times as 
many men, we have more than ten times, 
perhaps ten times ten as many places, to 
defend wkh them ; while they have only 
one in their prefcnt fittiation, and the way 
wc aft. Their frontiers art defended by two 
or three forts, ours are all open to them, 
and we have every place on them' for 200a 
miles to guard* And it may be always 
obferved, that, by urifitiflg their force toge- 
ther, in the manrter We" have itprefeftt^, 
they are cohftaritly ftipcrior taas at anj^ 6n6 ' 

place. 

Here thfcn mt may fee, that the fitualtoa d^ ' 
the French force in Noftlr America, both 
nowaind ^at all times. It rmiy be cohiparletf "^ 
ta^m arn^ tirawn up'in a body about ti&d" 
(Mmpltm and' Mbntnali Wkh lake Oritairi9^ 
arid th& vmtOhidy fupportfed by two wiiigS^;'' 

^ebec 



[ 1%1 ] 

$uebec and Ntw- Orleans. Thefc- wiogs we 
cannQt attack but .by. expenfive and.hazard- 
ous embarkations by fea. For this re^n 
we attack, with only a fmall part of our 
force,, the ftrongeft part of their naain body 
on lake Champlainy that is fupportad ,by- 
both wings, neither of which we attempt. 

If thofe things- are duly weighed ^and con-?, 
fidercd, how ncceflary will it appear. : for . us>. 
to attack fort Bti^^efne^ as welKas Crown^ 
PoM\< by which we may be able tprinakc 
ufe of the numbers of men that we have. 
We have many men in Virginia^ Maryland 
an4 Pefffilvama^..sh^t. do nothing, And ct^ 
do Nothing, but guard their own frontiers, 
or fet flill and look on, expecting ^hourly ta 
be attacked from fprt Du ^uefnd.\ ^ whereas 
if they were on,cei to take and fecure ^bac 
place as it. was. intended at firjQ:^ tia^fe <io\or 
Hies would be iafe, and might join tlie reft 
at' Crown-PotntyOx any where clfe. : 

Without romcfuchmeaTure at leaft, I ca^ 
fee. nothing we .dp. gr atteippt,;,(unlefs^ we 
have a mind to attempt ^ebec^ and divide 
their force eSedbuatly^ by ftriking ^c the root 
of:it,.at once,) but to protradt a tedious a^ 
expjKoQve war, without any hopes of fi^ccefs 
or,.advaAtage from it at laft ^ bM|C'Cin,the 
cQQ^rary^ with the profped and ..iinmipent 
dapgp. of f lp($ :by it» that is much, grf^^ter 

than 



[ 128 J 

than moft feem to apprehend ; the lofs of 
all the Vaft regions and other concerns above ' 
defcribed, with the danger if not the cer^ 
uin lofs of all North America with them ^ 
beiides the charge we muft be at for — that 
lofs. 

This we have good reafon to appreh^d 
and be alarmed at^ if the force of the Frerlch 
in North America is any way to compare 
to what ic is reprefented. There are lifta 
of their forces from good hands, that makt 
them amount to no lefs than 40,000 men 
now ill arms, ready to attack us on all 
fides, in their two colonies of Canada and 
LiutfioM together. In thefe two provinces 
they have bychofe lifts no lefs than 1 1,000 
regular troo{3«, with 4,000 woodfmen, or 
Caureurs de B^is^ that are well known to 
be the nMft dangerous enemy of any, and 
Are tbofe that have chiefly done us {6 much 
mifchief; befides 25,000 militia, who art 
reckoned equal to any regular troops^ in 
that part of the i;^rld 9t|leaft) and i(i ihbtt 
woods, and areas we)l trfaitiad perhaps. ' 

Thefe nmnbers we hPt>c arc nQt altf^g^^fi^ 
to be doptnded upon 4. odierwife the (^ij^' 
quewe aa to be dreaded% . But if we c^^.^> 
that ifaer had I a or 15^000 militia* in Co- 
< 9g4a jft tha 4aft war^ that may be .called « 
'landing arttiy Iheref b^Ades At numbar^ 

5 of 
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Qf.mea aod-jbroops, chicfiy diibandcd Totdi^jrs^ 
tbey &nc to all pares of lake Erie apd the 
rivjer OiWp, imiocdiately after the treaty of 
^rx Ja Cb(ipdh% ;wbo are the people Jhat were 
ready upop a call to do us the mifcbief (hey 
have lately done; with 2j00o regular troojps 
' they fcnt at the fame time to the Miffifipiy 
where they bad by the accounts of their de- 
ferters no lefs than 12,000 men in die ye^r 
1752^ with.iooo pie.ces of cannon mounted 
in ,aU their feveral forts there ; and where 
they arc daily fending men and troops e^very 
day, as wc may fee by our captures; befides 
the numbers of men fent to Canada^ and 
Cape Bret on J more than we know or hare 
beard of, without doubt : if all thofe things 
are confidiered, I fay, we Have all reafon to 
believe their force to be much greater than 
has been tmagiaed ; and for that we need 
«nly appeal to convtocing matters of faS:^ 
•aod Gonlider what they have been able to do 
ip^ikh it. 

This is .26i leaft certain &otn ail accounts^ 
jAat their (wbole &rce Hi America, aiid all 
the now tkey haare iait, Jse now in arms 
^gabtft us je^eery wkece» determiMd to carry 
tkeir point, if poffible ; while our pepple are 
Jooking tm veith their hands in their bdfoma, 
sffrith jiot above 1 or aooo noeo now ia 
jonKipcdu^, oitt aif^ or 5iDQifioa iie Jumtc 
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in North America^ to oppofe this force, 

• that is raifed againft them; As long as .thfo 
eoiitiftues to be the cafe, I do not fee what 

' better fuccefs we are likely to ej|:pe6t in this 
can[ipaign, than we met with in the two lad. 
We may take Cro^n- Point perhaps, and do 
"vity little after we ha« done that^ - \' 
' If we confider our fituatien itv- Ann^ica, 
and Compare it with the (ituation of the 
French, here reprefented both together, I 
cannot fee for my fliare as yet, what is to 
hinder them to carry .every point they, aim 

• at> andefFeftually to fecure all North America; 

- fo long as we aft in the manner we feem to do at 

- leaft. They Ha\re already overrun all th'-it whole 
■ continent, except the fea coaft— have iei zed 
-every ^lace that is convenient or neceffary 

• to feCiire it— have demolifhed theonly place 

• we had to- oppofeor attack them-^and have 
their whole force in arms to make good/their 

V conquefts, . ^nd encroachments every where- 
all this they have done with a handfui of 

. wt>odfmeh and a few troops-- and how much 

more will they be able to do with their 

^ whohs force thus 'aflembled together, and 

• fupported by conftant Supplies and fuccqurs 
"from" France. ."';';..; 

' . Let us then refleft upon this iituatidn of 
'*the French in North America, and fee what 

- mightr'be the cgnfequences i of allowing them 

• any new acquifitionsjthere. 
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Dangerous confequences offuffertng the French 
to' be in pojfeffion of Nova Scotia, or any o4her • 
colony on the fea coaft of North America. 

Blit what if the French had been, or were 
ttf be^ in pofleffion of Nova Scotia with all 
this ? — Surely if we confider the confequences ' 
of that, this nation has good reafon to thank*- 
thofe true patriots of their country who prc- 
ferved that province for it. If the French- 
were in ' pofleffion of this province, evdn at' 
this prcfent, and much mote fo hcreaftcri \% > 
would be eafy for them to accomplifli all- 
'their vaft defigns above reprefcnted, great' 
and extravagant as they would appear at' 
fir ft fight, and as fome perhaps may think 
them. 

The only force wc have to oppofe them 
in America is in New England -, which durflr 
not ftir, any more than the relbof our colo-* 
nies can do at prefent, if the Frenth were in 
poffeflion of Nova Scotia. They have on the 
frontiers of thefe two provinces, a body of 
the moft warlike Indians in all America, the 
AbenaquiSy with all the Indians of Nova 
Scdtia^ who arc declared enemies of the En- 
glifh, and conftant friends and allies of the 
French, that are convenient to, and conftantly 
ftpportbd by, the whole power of the French 
ai^^bec : which two have conftantly over^ 

Q^z run 
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run New England^ and have laid waftc the 
wfaole frontiers of that coantry again and 
agaioy whenever any difturbances happen be* 
tween t;he French and the Englifh. 

:liow much are we obliged to ihofe then, 
who may have prevented thofc difafters in 
iitfit^ by fortifying Kenebec river. It is only 
by^^ tha£ means that we are able to raife d 
few inen in Nem England, to oppofe the 
. Fr^ench in their prefent undertakings ;. who 
woqld have enough, to do to defend diem*^ 
fi^ves againft ^ebec^ and Nova Scotia^ and 
tljicir c^ftern Indians together, if the French 
b^ both thoie places, that are (b convenient 
to, fupport one another, and to annoy us, .as 
t^ey formerly did. Of what confequence is 
it then to keep thofe eaftern Indians out of 
jyi^^ JLngland. The fafety of all our colonies 
^qpjs to depend much upon it at this prefenc^ 
For (his reafoo we fiiould not negle<^t . the in* 
iqadi! . they have into this province by Saco' 
rit^r^ ^nd Pembfcoty 4s well as the others 
ijufcribed .below 5 cfpecially when we con-* 
I .fider how ready the French .are to play off 
ihefe their engines upon us at all tim^s. 

Here then we may phinly fee: the adrian* 

ts^c of Nova Scotia : it gives our northern 

.fdix>nies room . to aid . and affid. the others, 

t\iH aire not able to defend tliemfelves-r-It 

'^fifdvents New England from being .overrun 

by 
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by; the French' and Ib^ns^ as they have fotv' 

merly, been,, and a» the reft of ovr eolomesr 
are now ; by whiph that prbvinGe is abk. to;, 
(oppovt the reft.-*-^If ie was not for this^ the 
French might ytake any or all our colonies 
th^ pleafe one after another. 

8y dividing qur force in^ the manner thitf' 

have already dornt^ and as the); would* ^)uch^ 

mot^ do with NmtaScdtia^vf^ (hontd be enttrelf* 

unable eo ad: with it^eat as foflie would o^ajcd. 

ic; hm. if we offered Go attack the French 

here, we fhould be expofed there^ and cotdd: 

nd€ aflfemble theibrCe 6f o«ir coloflied its^ther^ 

aliy rnore than wc^ k^ve yet been abk to do». 

whhout e^^pofing them td be ^ver-run by % 

ftvage and barbai*oils enemy. It is this thai 

itiakes our colonies as unable (o aflid onr 

another, as fome think they have been un-' 

Willing, and none have yet bccft abte td fend 

^ affiftince to the other but NewEngiand^ 

Whidhthat would likewife be unable tocJo^if the 

French hadJVw^ Scatia. By this means we hafve 

been obliged to undertake fo many fruit^efr 

^nd unfaccefsful expedttidnsf, without fo much 

as attempting any orte that is IrkeFjrtafucceedf 

knd we fhduW atways be in that fituatlo'n, if 

the French h^d poffeffion of Nova Scotia, oif 

any 6ther Colony - oo^ the fea-coaAr of North 

America, 

Wh« 



C »34 ] 
When our force is divided in this manner, if 

the French could fend^i force from Hova See-- 
fiiij or any other place on the (ca-coaft of that : 
continent, while they attack their frontiers by 
land, and pour in their favages and Indians 
upon them, if it was only to make a diver- 
fibifi, there is not certainly any one of our co- 
lonies in a condition at prefent, whatever they 
may be hereafter, towithftand futfh an attack; 
if it be not perhaps New England alone : and* 
that too* would foon be in jeopardy, if the • 
French were to be in pofleffion of both Nova' 
Scotia and Cape-Breton^ with Crown-Point and 
Canada^ with which they iurround that colony 
on all fides, and prevent a poffibility of its 
increafe 5 while they have room to extend 
themfelves, and to increafe on dll fides, all 
over the continent of North America. 
'How neceffary is it then for our colonies to 
unite together to repel! fuch invafions, and to 
be upon our guard againft them ! It is much, 
better to prevent fuch^diftempers, than to cure 
them. 

.; The grand view and aim of the French iii 
America, we fee, is, to make themfelves maf-' 
ters 6f Ne^-Torky if poffible ;• which theif 
whole force in North America, that is fo readily 
jpined together, is fo very cbnyenjent for, i? 
^e ms^ jee at this prefent. For this purpble 
tijey'dhfy want an oppofturtityto attielsf'tha^ 
- - pro- 
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pro^^ihce by fta, as they prop6fe,;'whnci they 
invade it witlt their Whole- fcfce by land, to 

•make thenifelvesf matters of ic verylbon •; as 
we may- fee ff<>tn all* that *has, happened for' 
thefe three years paft. • Bothdw eafy would k 

cfee for them to aftack the %owni of 3Vi^^2Vr^ 
by fca, or ^ even Bo/ion^ or ianyroth* of our 

<^ colonies, if thejr' -were to ht' irt* pofleffioa 

of Nova ScoiiHy with colonies " bf people fa 

it, fupportcd, as thiey' are every where; '-^iilh 

'forts and garrifons,- and fuch convenient poits 

and harbours for fleets of (hips ; all which tKey 

could not' fair t6 have here in a very Ihort 

time: where thefe their armaments would be 

'within a few days fail of ^ifew'Torkj and riot 

■far from any of ouf colonies^ wHHft our fleda 

• in Britain, if 'they were ready, »e at the 

diftance of as many week's fart -from theiij, 

if not mufch more — juft as they we^e^fr^m 

Minorca, • • 

If by thefe or any other the like ftratagcms 

the French ¥ixt to make tliemfdyfcs mafters 

of New Tork\'^y would hot only have one 

of tht moft i.cdnvcnient ports: iin <all North 

America, whkh ^ould fecui^e the^n the moi}: ^ 

: seiKlyiand convenient paflage to all their let-* 

^ tlements ' in. Cmada^ Crown-Point^^ Niagara^ 

; &c. but they would like wife have^all the Sxx, 

Nations (tf Indijuis^ and their dnpendants^ and 

all thlB other jbadves of thofe Dorcbern:{>aitaj(>f 

Arnc- 



America toA^ad^ at .their oKrcxand CQipr 
.maAdi 9pd would be fpppcfr(e4 t>y this wbolp 
ibrce^ thavtii^&ail convepieni; and cpcnpaA.ip 
if^'fmil ^vfips^^y fit^^Y, tp b€ (drawn tpget^w 
f>^ a^.y^.ihort w^trniagj^ -which ii, fMrtly 
jnuch greater tban^y fprcfi we /^VK th«re.sp 

Qf^wha^fConreqHenoi^chen ]|^i\^/9.4^ifi('4o 
-i(biskiDgdan>!-r-r-T-:and of wh^t co^idpeo^ 
r|S?cpld.it 1^ £9 ^th€ French U-ttNo rjcifeitljivi 
.^,f|Uety a»d,£equnty of aU pyrci^QPies j»i 
v Aaperica' fc^nas -ito depend u|>Qn , itt, Jf ^;bc 
'Fionoh ,wcr^ ppi^flpd pf thaf^ ^;fec, ti\At^^ 
-fnc .fioglq. Jlr^iriiruck wbQq.we are ungu^rd* 
.^^.as we are ;ypt to jbe, «id.ap WQ >ffe^?<)n 

.|i^o(( ioi^rtaf^tcplG^Ussto.jpQ^ir^ainttien^^ 
laihook^^ ;to .tecoipe rftajf ripr fp tl^e iRlpg- 
Jifh by isne blow in Npxt^ Anwic^ a*, diqy 

already are in the Iflands. 

■. ► . . 

^ ijtf iimf^4ffve View -({f tie, SifiMim. rf Hfe^^i 

UAtfopj in America. 

Let us tg>tbt>tr>o&axn$h9nmj€Hv boafi«d 
fyufcnoritj. in Amecica. We Jiaine cnocc men, 
& iB.iuiue« bat fEhat, caaditioa or fiti|,ua(Ckin 
^eoft ^diey ;fiD? Surely otbk nation; outfit 
to aoquixeioto ^t iftrj€aaki}i(f^' fm^ 
«''i0eins very sBudi to xkpend^juipoii it:^''''Vbt 
'■ilcsmcp. isoa. Touch iufH^iev 40^ Sostdixi ia ^- 
:;, . rope 
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rope, and if they do not prefcrve a fupe- 

ribrity^ in. America, what fafcty have they any 

where ? If they arc able to bring this nation 

into fuch charges and difficulties about its co- 

Monies alone (and keep them in lu^enfe for 

years together, whether they fhall take them 

or not) as well as from its engagements upon 

the continent of Europe, how long will it 

hold out ? " 

It is certainly neceflary, that Britain IhouM 
have a fuperiority over France in America, 
when it is fo inferior to it in Europe, if wc 
have any regard to the liberties of all Europe, 
as well as this nation. But if we confider the 
fituation of the two nations, as here reprefent- 
ed from undoubted matters of fadt, the fupe* 
riority of Britain in America will not appear 
in the light that many take it in, who cortfidet 
only our number of men. 

Our colonies are all open and expofed^ 
without any manner of fecurity or defence.— 
Theirs are protefted and fecured by numbers 

of forts and fortrefles. Our men in Ame- 

rica are fcatterejd up and down the woods, up*- 
op their plantations, in remote and diftantpn^ 
vinces. — Theirs arc coUeiflcd together in forts 
wd ^nrilbos. — Our people are nothing but a 
^cCjOf farmers and planters, ufed only to the 
ixjc^ or boe.--^Theirs are no; only well trained 
§X!ii dliciplined, but they are ufed to arms 

R from 
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from their infancy among the Indians ; and 
arc reckoned equal, if not fuperiof in th^t 

part of the world to veteran troops, Oiir 

people are not to fee drawn together from fo 
manydifferent governmcnts,views,and interefts; 
are unable,unwilling,or remifs to march againft 
an enemy, or dare not ftir, for fear of being 
attacked at home.— They are all under onb 
government, fubjeft to command, like a mi- 
litary people.-^ While we mind nothing but 

trade and planting. —. With thefe the 

French maintain numbers 'of Indians — We 
liavc none," Thefe are troops that fight 
without pay — maintain themfelves in the woods 
without charges — march without baggage — 
jand fupport themfelves without ftores and 
magazines — we are at inimenfc charges for 
thofe purpofes.— By thefe means a few Indians 
do. more execution, as wc fee, than four or 
five times their number of our men, arid they 
have almoft all the Indians of that continent 
to join them. 

With this they are in pofleflion of a Vajftly 
greater extent of territory, at leaft five times as 
much as the Englifb. And in all this cxtcn- 
five pofleflion they have not above two- places- 
to guard on the continent, Crown-PUnt and 
Niagara^ while wc have fome hundreds. They 
have likewjfe a convenient water-carriage te 

• 

all their fort?, Settlements, and forces, whifc 

wc 
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Vfe can hardly gee at ours» or at them, hy . 

many tedious and expenfi7e march^ by land. 
By this means their force is eafily aflembled. 
and united, and lies compaf): logether about 
Montr eaU Fort Fontenac^ Niagara^ and Crown- 
^oint^ which are all convenient to fupport 
one another, and to get fupport from all the 
French fettlements ; while our force is difperf- 
ed in a fingle extended line along the fea-coafl:^ 
and cannot be drawn together. — Hence they 
§ct the better of us with ten times their num- 
bers ; and at prefent their force is all in arms 
—•ours is ftill to raife, or to tranfport thither. 

If all thofe thinors are confidered, what rea- 
Ion have, we to dread the power and encroach- 
ment? of the French in America, as well as 
in, Europe! and how careful ought we to be 
to guard ,againfl: them ! particularly by keep- 
ing them put of Nova Scotia^ the Great Lakesy 
and river Ohio ; and by ftrengthening the co- 
lony of New Tork,' as much as poffible ; if 
not our iflands Ukewife. 

It is true, we have hitherto been fuperlor to 
the French in North America in numbers of 

h ■ ■ ■# 

people, but how has that happened ? It' was 
becaufe xhey had no right nor titles there, and 
were conftantly oppofed by the Engjifh even 
to fettle. But fince we allowed them,' and 
gave them, a^ footing ibcFe, t^ey have made 
titles enough by ufurpatioa .And encroach- 
vient. They have hitherto Ukewife been op- 

R 2 pofed 
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pbfcd by the natives, Who have done them in-' 
finite mifchief formerly, but are now x)bliged 
tb fa^mlt to them, and joiri them : The Five 
NatidHs have hitherto ft opt their progrefs m Ca- 
nada entirely ; who are now no longer able to 
cope With them ; no more than the Cbicafaws 
are oh the Mtjfiflpi. By thcfe means they have 
hitherto been confined to a barren inhofpitable 
Ibil in Canada^ or to fandy defarts on the 
rtbuth of the MJlJifipi. 

But if they once get fecure poffeffion of 
thcfe vaft'ahd fruitful regions on iht Great 
Lakes ^ river Obio^ Mijftjtfii with Nova 
Scotia^ which they are now contending 
for, their fituation in America, will be quite ' 
^tered. They will then have the moft fruit- 
ful countries of any in alt America in the 
midft^ and moft healthy climates , of all that 
continent, more than twenty times what Bri- 
tain would have left; and they want not many 
more men than Britain has to people' them, 
and foon to become fupcrior to the Englilh 
every where. This they foon did, in a few 
years after the treaty of Utrecht j frbtfithc 
like advantages in the iflands, by allowing 
them to ufurp' that large and fruitful ifland of 
jpifpaniota. i " '-^ ^ ' 

• • • 

'^Refle^Hcni dn' tie frefeni JiiuatiAtk- of ^thi 

Thsconfequente'and rtfuJr of aH this Mtiefi 

is 
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\s a naval power^ which .depends upon tradi 

and commerce^ as chat doei now in a great 

mcafurc upon the flanfations in America. 

The American colonies are now become con- 

fiderable^ and real objects worth attention;. 

great part of the maritime trade of Europe 

centers in them y and Britain has perhaps not 

tefs than 5,000,000/. fterling a year from 

them, befidcs the chief fupport of its naval 

power. The French feeing this, and that 

their naval power was ruined by Britain in 

the laft'war, were refolved to ftrike at the root 

of our power and profperity, and fource of our 

trade 2iXidL Navigation, the American colcmies. 

And if they once get a fuperibrity there, as 

they muft do^ by getting polfeffion of aU 

thofe vaft rc^ons in Amei^ca, that they are 

contending for, they muft 4b6n become fu^ 

-pcrior to Britain both by fe^ and land eipe- 

cialJy as they have fo many more men. 

- If any then may ever think of yielding up 

thpfc vafl: countries in the inland parts of North 

America to the French, -or of letting them 

remain in pofleffion of Niagara^ or Fort du 

Slueffu, which fecurc them entirely, let therfi 

conlider the confequences of ir. ^They are no 

fooner pofleffed of theni than they become 

fuperior to the Englifh in North America, 

ts they already are in the Iflands. And 

what then becDmes of our colonies, trade^anji 

commerce, and confcqaently of our power, 

and 
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^nd fafety in Europe ? ■ The only fafety and 
((^cutity thac .thi$ nation, h^ againft theijr 
growing pQwer, isafmall fuperiority we have 
had over tbeip in America, upon, which our 
fuficrior navy 4<?pejids. It was tbefe two that 
.plainljr gave peace to Europe m the laft war, 
jinfl ^nade the French give up their conquelU 
cyery )y,hcrei5 If Britain does not prefervc a 
Qonfiderabl^ fuperiority then ip America^ the 
liberties or properties not only of this nation, 
l:|uc even o^all tb^^.ftat^s pf Europe that der 
pend fp. n>^Gh upon Great Britain, muft b^ 

icndangpred by it* • - 

AH Europe then feems to be concerned in. 
our prefent quarrel in America, and to be 
jnterefted in pur fuccefs. The only dates in 
Europe that .oppc^ the exorbitant power of 
ji\k Er.epciii, . are^ the empire, and^ the two 
jjs^^time powi^rs : but if the empire )s divided 
in itfeir, and ruined by inteftinc broils, as 
iti is tikely to,be,^ -while one of the maritime 
.powers is .already ruined,, and quite funk ^ 
and the French become fuperior to the other, 
.and. eyen joined by the head of the Empire, 
what becomes of liie liberties .of Europe ?*-* 
■af; .wallas America? 

'J, . -tThis i^ation has already fpent and exhaufted . 
^it5 treafurp.and fubftance, in fupporting.the 
:|jfeberties and. privileges, and* defending tlve 
.popper^y of. the other lUtes of Europe, 






igaiiiR: a common €nemy : and if it is ntt 
longer able to do that, "when it may be Mofl: 
wanted perhaps ^ but fees its oWn ^incereflii 
and * concerns • given up by thofe, whom 
k has been at fuch a charge to fupport ; the 
grand alliance in Europe againft the French 
mud be broke ; and they mud: deal with each 
party aA they think fit; in the fame manhcr 
as they do with our divided and difunited 
colonies in America : efpecially when we'iee 
the principal ftates in Europe sow doihg al! 
that lies in their power - to ruin one another, 
as if it were on purpofe' to eftablifli an uoi- 
yerfal dominion of the- French over th^m, 
who aj/ifi them to Mheir ■ min.^-^IHvide i^ 

Seeing this, , as it was plainly feen at ^the 
concluHpn of the lafl: war^ the .French hawa 
been going oa with fuch -diligence ever (inces 
to ftrengthen themfelves in America; and 
to get the better of the power of Britain there^ 
which only crofles their defigns every where^ 
And if they had not been a little too forward 
|ind premature in the execution of their defigos 
in North America, it is the opinion of ail who 
arc beft acquainted with thofe things, |that it 
would not have been in oyr power toliave op<» 
pofed or {prevented them, if we are .as. it is^ 
wjh'i^h I think we may plainly iee from what 
iias happened. How fhall we ever be able then 
- ... "8 ' to 



tooppofe tbeimagain, if cb«y areonce well fettled 

and fordfitd, encrctfeahdmuljclply^asthey muft 
Aoy in' all thofc v^ and extenfive countries 
in , America, : that r they have now orerrun 
with.itspfa a handful of men ? . Tboy muft 
then certainly ^vclaw to Britain and ail others 
in America,' if not tp all Europe 4i^ith ic« 

You may fay perhaps, Britain will faenej 
after keep a ftanding army in her colonics: ^ 
both xo aMre them and her enemies. If they 
liad thought of that a Utcle fboner, ic migbe 
have pierented the nccefiity of it perhaps; 
But if they have not been rtde eo Iteep a forc6 
fofiklenttoi defend tbethfejvM at home, let 
them eondder in timtf, before it may beab* 
fbluteiy neceflkry to keep fuch a one,- and to 
AopurpbleperlMips, how cdnvcnieht it may 
bcfor th«i^to4tcep'ay?if^if;f^ (?f^ Itifficient 
to defend both th^felves vA Korife, and all 
America befides.^— If Britain ftobldTend evcif 
fo many nien 'to*^ America; earinot FranoS 
fend twice, rfay ten times, "a^ many, with 
more^iaTe?— iThc'-dttc kee^s 300,000 'men 
inf pay; ' o¥ fet leSflf '^60,606 and more, whdl 
the btWer cflt tenSIy keep r8,ooo.' 
• With ftch a ninnberof men, if the French 
KbH- aH the fecuie '^^^SSti^ and ftronjg pkceii 
ki • North ' A mcrica, throughout the wholt 
continent \ with fo many fortifications* -M^ 

fhpport them, what fccurity can any one 

think 



cbklkf Britain wUI have fdra Jittle ilipfiie. 
ti«i on die iba coAft; Fltuibb ihajr/hMn^ it 
ixl HA by tteaty, aad #e fiiuft be at her mer- 
ty to ftilflU her pr^mfe. But 30d,doo likd 
are a moit prevailing arguitient thm J^msft 
prmifes. They h^vt no ottiei* Argument fot 
kti the ufurpatioDS dhd encrdachmetits thejr 
have- made in Anierica^ aiid (defend by tb&£ 
argamcnt aldnc. 

This niuft inevitably bring ttie miidA intxii 
tani walrsj to tltfend het colonies^ or fhe 
iifinft give tberh up akogethd*. But bxtkiwari 
bH $be cimtine^^ efpieciidly with Prance^ 
hitiR be ^ht rpln of thiaf niattoa entirely/ 
if k.is &) cbnftantly obliged CO jsmgage b thicsn; 
They are iitbllged to be tt a double expence 
in fuch wars from a ^naval force tp proteft 
themfqlvc^, and a land atmy to opppfe their 
iinemiel^; burdens aacl \oi^h ckati a natioa 
aktady : #xfhauftcd ¥riA them, cannot b(^ 
fiippoied to hold out in bet gr<X»i3 under jonucb 
lot^er. And they fceoi to have do othe<^ 
i^ay ever to get rid of x3^xti^ \pax. to rttbovd 
the iaufe ^ oceaficin of theittv to dritre thd 
French from their borders, a&d^t<3i( keilp tfieiP ai 
MUft^ikce firortl thbcti, now when they feenl 
is^iMCfff it .in their power to do it ; an tfppor* 
t^tmt ilH<^^ tf Ictilip, may laevcr ptehapi 

JUu V •:. I,..; »•.■■.. .5 . ■■'■■■ 0*|?tl. 
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. Others may think perhaps, that Britain 
jiiay always proteA her colonies with her 
fleets; which is an opportunity they now 
have to redrefs thcmfelves ; and if they do not 
^^c ufe of that, they may never ^have fuch 
another one again perhaps. Arc we to fup- 
pofe, that France is never to have a fhip at 
fea again ? .1 don*t fee we have hurt her 
navy, the only thing we had to do. And 
^f they had but a very few fhips at fea now, 
to invade our colonies, what would become 
£)f them ? It was but the year before the 
laft, that they bad five and twenty fail of 
Ihips to invade them, when wc fent but 
eleven after them ; and we may not perhaps 
Jiave even that difproportionate number ready, 
x)r be able to fpare them, at another time — 
.}t is the whole bent and drift of that power- 
ful, nation, FrancCf to gain a naval power; 
^d wc have no juft and fair way, if any 
pofliblc way, to prevent it, but tp keep them 
i>ut of our plantations, that mull give them 
ev/en a. fuperior navy to Britain in time, 
^.j^tis not merely- ibr the fake of what thqft 
inland . countries in America li^ay fetch in 
jr.(ide^.h^ iipmediate returns, the only thing 
tliat jtpany among us feem to confider, that 
makes the French rifque fuch an expence 
both of blood 'and treafure for them ; but 
^t is^o gain z^cwer^ which will at any time 

com- 



C H7 ] : 

(Command trade — and that a naval ppwer,] 
which will as cafily command J?r/VW» — and 
all its f^/^»fd;— which four muft certainly go, 
together — If the French had a naval power, 
at this prefent, what muft become of the. 
Britifli colonies, or of Britain itfelf ? And^ 
there is no doubt, but they will ufe their ut-: 
moft endea,vours to g^t a naval power ; which 
fccms to be the chief delign of their proceed- 

ings in America, that is become the rQOt and 

... ..,•.■• 

fource of all fuch power. 

They who are little acquainted with, the 
fituatibn of the two nations in Amerjica, and 
ftill lefs with the importance of the prefent 
conteft between them there, fecm ta think.it 
very muQh and fufficient, that we f]^^ 
hold all the fea coaft of North America-. A^iu% 
it will plainly appear, from wbajt:>^i)|ca^ 
faid, if we did not do t}i^t, we fhoi^^^j^^^if 
bold none of it. And hoiy^kng^all wC:,hol4r 
tb^y?^ coajiy if the. French hold all th^rif/^ ojH 
that wbflle continent^ that is. larger th^^li^ 
Europe ? Andthi? they mufldo;^ by. holding^ 
Only Kia§ara^ and ioxtDu^^eJ^ne. , . : -* ti> 

It is plain, they will: thpn' want feaforts^ 
to get to thofe their inland .territories, and. 
will be able to command ..any they plcafc.. 
They keep 2 or 3:00,000 men agaihtt i8ooo» 
and are at the fame time in pQiTefTion of all 

the fecure paiTes, ftrong holds, and fortifyed 

places 
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|)Iacc$ all qver thfi fame coqtincnt tif^ith US| 
where they h^ye only to marfh to take pof- 
leffipn of any or aj[l the places w<: ^e mafter; 
pf. They pan at any time aflemble their 
whpip force together for this purpofe^ whilf^ 
purs i$ fo divided an4 difunited, ^nd thereby 
carry any point they aim at. And can w^ 
im^inc, that they w^ll ever ncgledt fq 
fnateriat a point as this ? No : our colonies 
on the ff2L coafl: muft be all expofed to them^ 
tod they will be able xo feize apy one or niprq 
of tl^em, whenever they think fit, and all our 
Elands with them, if we leave tl^em thus ii^ 
|)offeflion of all the reft of t|ie ^pntip^nt. 

Oar next care then fhpuld be, tp con^def 

the Htuation pf our own cploqi^s, with regard 

fO thofe views ^nd defigns of t^e French, 

fftd feehpw we are tp guard againft them. Fof. 

^If pdirpofc we Oiould next take a view pf the 

/PwBckencfoachmci^ts, and the feveral Co^q-? 

fries they have fei^d in th^ £nti(h doj^lqioni^ 

xfr North America, by which alone they arjp 

dble to make th^r iltuation fo thre4tn^ng tq 

Hf. We fbould tikewife confider the. confe* 

quence and impprtance of thofe places t\M 

l^ey haVe feizedy w|th th^ ways of getting at 

them, and rcco^rirtg them ; the only wa^y, it 

\t imagined, to reisrieve the affairs of the natipi^ 

in America; which ihall t^ the fubjedl of our 

^rther enquiry. 

• SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 

4 « 

Of the FRONTIERS of the 

fettkn^nts in North Aff^i^^ \ the ^n^roacJfh 
. tnents of the ftrench i^n fhm ; ^md a proper^ 
BARRIER betwf^H. the two, ifatiqns. 

TH E cnpr6achmcRtt qf the Frewb wpP?? 
the ^ritifh territories in North America, 
Ji^ive plainly hcpfi the caufc of our la;c diftyrbt 
anceS) and of opr Jp|Ies £(n4 misfortunes from 
%i\cm ; wluch h^ve brought thia nation ii^tQ 
^ greater charge and expence than .might 
ha^c bpcn fuffiqent tp have feewred a|l that 

, continent i£ it had beet^ duly attended lo* in 
time* itiit the little Hnqwledge of Tthofe :rc- 
piote countries* ^ the divcrfity of o^pii^ions 
about therp, fcetfl^npt only to drav^jw^ atten- 
poh from them, and tfi crofs cvMyirnreaftirc 
that i$ propofed about the^n^ butrixiuilQccafion 

" ^hc tptal ipfe pf rhem, if wc xroritinue to ncg- 
left tl^e^J ^ we have doqe? To prevent this, 
\t is neceflary to enqutre. more particularly, 
into the, fituatipn pf tl^ofe p]aces that are in the 

. ^ds pf the French, to fee thcif confequence 
and importance both .to thepi and us, and 
the ^ay by ffh\ch we arc tO; recover them. 
This we ihall do, not by any exaggerated 
accounts of^he confeq^en^espfrthoJc things^ 
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bMt by a bare narration of matters of fad, 
and a defcription of tbofe places that the 
French arc poffcffed of, and aim at -, by 
which their importance, and the confequenctf 
of letting the French remain in poffeflTion of 
them, mud appear to all who will be at the 
pains to confider it ; and we hope that this 
may be fomewhat conducive likewife to the 
more dcfircd end of regaining them, 

I. <?/* Crown-Point, and the fsverol pajfes 

to Canada. 

The firft of the French encroachments upon 
\is. Crown- Pointy Hands in the very middle of 
New- England and New-Tork^ fo convenient 
to diftrefs either, and fo well known upon 
that account, that we need not infift upon it. 
It was erefted there fince the year 1730, upon 
lands too that belonged to ourfelvcs, on pur- 
pofe to diftrefs, annoy, and attack us, when- 
ever it fhould be found proper or convenient ; 
as any one might have perceived at firft fight, 
and as the confequences haVe bgt too fully 
proven. 

It is here that the French mufter up their 
whole force in Canada to invade our colonics, 
and fortified this place for that purpofe, for 
which it is fo convenient. From hence they 
marched out in the beginning of the laft war, 
facjit ^nd burnt the fort of Sarahtoga in Nnih' 
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Torkf and laid waftc the-whole frontiers of 

that province, by means of this place •, the firft 
time we feem ever to have thought it of any 
confequence* And although we then had 
3600 men that marched to attack it ; yet, 
cither for want of orders, as was aUedgcd, or 
finding it too ftrong for them, they returned 
without proceeding to it. 

What our late accounts are of the ftrength 
and condition of the fortifications of this 
place, 1 have not heard, but from a plan and 
defcription' I have fcen of it taken upon the 
fpot in 1748, they appear hot to be very 
confiderable. The place was only defended 
then by Pallifades upon the ramparts, fur- ' 
rounded by a foflee •, within which the bar- 
racks or caferns were the chief wall of defence; 
It had a confiderable citadel indeed nigh the 
lake, on which it Hands ; an oftagon of ftone 
work, with walls ten feet thick, made bomb 
proof, and fufHcient to lodge 500 men ; by 
which the landing place from the lake was 
commanded.^ But the whole is commanded 
by a hill within reach of it 5 on which the 
French were entrenched, as their only fecu- 
rity, before they took pofleflion of the pafs of 
Ticonderago^ that leads to it. 

Biit the great and only fecurity of this and 
other forts in the woods of America, is the 
difficulty of getting at them, and of tranfport- 
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iog artilieiy to attack tbeth ; for wbicfi afad 
otbf f reajfoos the Qtuatiotf of thoie places k - 
of more coufcqucnoe; to confidcr than tbfeif ' 
ftrengthi 

Crown- Pohu {lands on. the head 0f lake 
Cbamplain^ a large lakb fouribore xmlt^ Iptig* 
by which there is a navigatipo to it iVom all 
parts of Canada* A ihi^l point of land fur^ 
rounded by this lake on all. iidesi. and fecured 
by a moat on the fide ^ of the, land,, makes 
iR^hat is called by us Crcwn^Pcinfi and- by th<5 
French lort Frtderic. This fort lies mid waif 
between Jlbany and Montrealj the two chifef ■ 
place^i on our. frontiers, and thofe of the 
French. It cffedually cOvcrs aU CanadCf and 
blocks up our palTage entirely into that coun-f 
try/,, while it leads the French direftly intd 
New- England and New-Tdrk : unlefs wc have 
a Handing army there to oppofe tliehi, which 
we j^ave been obliged to keep two years fpr 
nq other purpofe. This proceeds frotn the 
fituation of the place in the midft of high 
mountains^ or funkeh 'morafles, oh all Cde$ $ 
which fecure it from our attacks. Wc hav^ 
but one way to it, it ieems, that Is reckoned 
more raipraflticable than the" place itfelf. Thi j 
IS by the harrow pafs oi ficqndetag^y between 
two lakes, where we have a river to .crpfs^ ,. 
that the French have fecured. fly this megtoJ . 
we have been two years going to this pl^ce^ 
without bemg able to come at it. 
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Ac thcf^me time this place lecures the ^hidle ; 
country about lake Champlainy ^ the origina) 
inheritance of thejf'Z^^ nations of Indians,' w4lich 
they have made ot^er to the Englifli long ago. 
This is the moft fruitful country in all thofe - 
parts of America, and ih that refpcft worth all . 
Canada perhaps befides. The lands here are ; 
covered with Sugar trees and Ginfeng^ tokens 
of the richeft lands in America. 

This place then is both a nurfery and battery^ 
of the French againft us, and at the fame time 
a fafeguard to them. If it had not been for 
this place alone, and the fecarity it gives 
the French in Ctf»/j^j, it is plain, they durft 
not have attacked us, any where in America, 
nor have brought the nation into the charge 
and expence it has incurred on that accpunt. 
Of what confequence then are thofe places 
in the woods and defarts of America, as fome 
call them,' when they fall into the hands of the 
French ! Surely we ought to negleft none of 
them after this, which was not thought worth 
notice a few years ago. 

But to return to the pafles into this country, 
that lead to this place. The ufual way to 
Crown-Pointy is well known to be by Wood- 
Qreik^ by which there is a paflage to it by wa- 
tpr, all the way from the fea, except twelve 
miles of an eafy land carriage that is in our 
b^nds. The French indeed arc faid to hayc 

T blocked 



blocked up that ereek-; but if it (hould be fbund 
convenient upon dhy occaflon to make ufe of 
that fliort and ekfy pafs, can't it be opened ? 

Or can't we go to Crown-Point by the old 
Indian road from ConneSlicut river to Otter 
river, that falls into lake Cbamplain juft be- 
low Crown- Point ? I h^e feen fuch- a road 
laid down, that appears to be but (hort, from 
^ branch of CenneSHcut river, zho'ft ttepbem's 
fort, called formerly Medo^ec^ to the head 
of Otter river* 

By this a road might be opened to lake 
Cbanfplain from New^Enghnd^ as wcH as 
from New^Xorky and the many people we 
have in that province might go direftly to it," 
without going round by New-Torkj the only 
way they feem to think of. By this mt2j\% 
likewifc we might avoid the fortified pafles, 
defilcc»f and French entrenchments, that ob- 
ftruft our paffagfe to lake Ci^tf«i/)fe/)r and 
Croj^n-Point entirely, in the only way .we 
^ttenipt to goto it. 

The French have found another way from 
lake Champldin into' New-England;- ' above 
this, by crofling' Connelfuut river alabut; Ci^- 
:haffer^,OY Cohawje^ and.fo to the htixi q^ Penr 
nycQok or AlMs river. It was by this way 
ithW they came into that province^i and cut 
pffthe town of Hav(ril\n lybS.^ ' 

* This i? ^hc Hevreuil mentioned by Charlevoixj Tom. 

. -: . Thii 



. This TOad leads to the bottom oT fake 

Citfwp/^»; whereabouts we are faid to hare 

had ft fort formerlj^ called Si. JobrCs, that 

ihould have been reftored to us by the treat jr 

d( Rffivicki by the accounts of the French 

themfelvcs,* 

By this way it might be eafy to invade 

Canada' mihouX going nifeh Crown Pointy and 

make a diverfibn from that plaq: ; either oii 

the xwx Si. Francis y or ilCbambli: which 

laO: would t:ut ofF their communication at 
» 

Crown-Point with Catkdda altogether; and 
might make it fall into our bands^ wuhouC 
the many delays^ riique and charges of atack-* 
ingit. 

. \ •••■•'■ • 

JV. pag* 3 J ; which Aelf gcogiiph^rs placd on the heal 
of.ConnWicuftivtt, alid 6ti^ 6ti k\it headi of Httdfvn's 
tiver, foifie haftdred miles- wiifhin' land) and without ont 
ietdeineDt^; whereas it kin the heart of that province* on 
ti« fea coaidi aieh the mouth of Mtrrimic river» 

* This I have mti with tki abcottnts of, but from a very 
noted author i\it Abbe di Fnjkcf, in ttoe following Woixis \ 
if it be not thac we fee a fon as here defcribed by him 
laid down in f(6v6r4l xhaps^ on the north of lake Cham- 
plain, ^So^v^Chdmhli^ and anoth^ t^'that nanlei where 
th^ ScfichioiM Indians now re^dti ■ 

Lc fort de 5. ^ean fitu^/tfir la riviere de S, LoitfHtt itu 
coutbtmt de eetui de Ricblieu^ iif au mrjd du lac Ovw^laifft 
doit par' la palx 'de /^jj^^/r faiteen i%79 avoir ete rendu 
aax Angiois, forlifquifls Ids FfinCbiS rateJeiit prls veVsla 
fin de I'annee precedente. Methode de Geo^rafhie. Tom* 
ttl. p. m. X41. 

T a But 



But there are other ways . of invading Ca- 
nada^ixom Ncm^Englandy beilcles theic} ^tbe 
ways by which the French, aod their JDdiao»> 
have fo- often invaded th^ provinoe ; altha^ 
tbey. . may be found {)erha^,i;o be fitter ioc 
fuch Indian expeditions^ than for oiorcvegu* 
lar troops *, wjhich^ however^ I cannot) think 
thofe abovementionedi are« We (hould* iior^ 
however, negteQ: iJ*tofc>i«oads intb;?ifi«c^ 
England from Canada^ fince it is by them that 
the French fo much annoy that jprovtncej 

the bad eSeds of which on all our affair^ ia 

■^ • - 

America we have pointed out above.* ^^ ■ r, 
• The chief body of lilic French 'Ab)ataqKis 
Indians, by which they fo much infeft dtff' 
fcttlements both in New England and Npv(f 
ScQtiar and have thereby, prevented our fecu- 
ring this province hitherto, arc fettled under 
the French upon two branches of the river 
St. LofwreHce^ to wit, the rivers Puanfe and^ 
5/. FranfiSy about midway between ^ehc 
zndi Montreal^ in the heart of their province,- 
and, in two miflions appointed on. gurpofe^d 
jfecure thtm,- at. Becnncour^ and St. Francis.- 
From thefe they have a ready pafl&gc, over- 
the hills to the bead of JiCr;;^^^ river i. Ajhifh 
M x^^ rej}dezvOus of the French and IndiansV 
ia all their hoftile attempts upon the EiTgHfli.' 
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The fpbt'of thefc remarkable toCerpriies' is, 
either at the |>ortds on the heads of the rivers 
Kenebtc ^xiA Cbaudlere^ known by the nanieof 
jlmaguntick ; or at a large lake, a tittle to the 
northward and daft ward 0f thefe, faid to belhe 
principal aiid moft important plakre in all 
chat coimtry^ and* a |)ropcr barrier between 
the two nation^' s of which i^c have no a<N 
counts, but fome imp^fed deicriptioDS,* 

^ YidLyFojages deMr, U.Beau ; who travelled from^eiec 

to '79orri(fge»Jfoak acrofs this lake ; and thence up the river 

JitkarifiOggin to the ^emkdas, 't'he account he gives is ; 

that he afcended the river Ghaudkrf^ over feveral fMls, and 

^me hi^h hills at laft, ^hich brought him ta a large kke ; 

f«emingly hy turping to the .left ,pr eaftera branch of the 

river Chmdicre : of this lake he fays f, *^ ap^r^a^oir trar 

'* verse de fuite trois endroits^ que je puis bien nomme troi» 

" petits lacs, qui fonnoient unc figure ovale toute bordee 

^e : grands a^bresi' noo^-iiSH'ivaines enfin par le moyen 

d'une petite riyj^rcf^ptft^jigreable, .fur le fcord de ce fa^ 

» xneux,lac-*flu'ils,appeUofcnt Qmna^ki. Jfe ne Taipoiiu 

' vu fur juicune carte. Suivaiit ce qu*iU m'ont dit, qu'a le 

Crav^er en droite ligne, il etoit bien .auili long que 

- to^ le c^exniri que nous avions faits it^s^lS^bec : je 

*\ PHi9 juger qu'il doic avoir au nvoiiviieux cens lieues dc 

.«• dftyii^ Jfe,m'ira^ia9if .etr^ . fw ie^^bor^,d^j la mer.— 

** lis m'ont afllire, que ce lac ne recdt de I'eaM d'aucnnf 

""Wvieris j'qti* au contrao-e U en fburnif a'plufieurs, Sf 

qu^^y aauin loin-de cet endroit dies Its jihglois, que 

chet^UFriwcciu Ceqiii fit que je leur repdftdii^ que ces 

:|^i|fcsiferepap4a|»f, de-.CQfc:^4'«Wtf»tipaivoicnt Jonc 

/* bicii leur fervir de linjiites ou de feparaqon." Tom. I. 

p. 223, 242. , .. « 
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. When tilsy are ^fietubled at thiere places^ 
they Jiarve two ways to invade New^Englmd^ 
chat we ieem to take- no notice of : one by K^ 
miec rivery 4he^other by Pfmhjm. In the 
firjt th*y- come down JCwe^f to the chief 
i6wn of the Jiidians, Nvrridgewsak^ a^d then 
kave that FiT^r tdgo up a branch of it, calVd 
Maditigda^ - which heads vety nigh Snco river^ 
that leads into the heart of New- England. It 
was by this way that they fcem to have come 
into that province, when the;y furprifed and 
cut oiFour men nigh S^^ro river under captain 
'Lovell in 1724^ who did not expcft to meetf 

His accounts indeed will appear a little romantic perhaps 
to thofe who are not well acquainted with America. "But 
tfiir people liave*likcwife difcovered a lai'ge take on the head 
t>iK£nehtt river, which ffcetna t» be the ttt Jiei^e' defcribed ; 
akho^ I caunqt believe it td be ib .large as 200 leagues in 
circumference. This, however, is certairi, that this is a 
place of very great impoftaYicc, and the inroad both into 
\W?«a; England f and l^o'vd Scotia, which we xTiehtion on 
that accouht } as the FreiicH are (o ready to fei^e' df fuch 
placesj and give us' fuch diftnrtwAte with thrift,- vvhife-wi 
«ntire}ynegleftth€irfi-* ' • * ^ * -. ^ , .** 

• And if the French- are allowed to fettle any where on the 
foBth fide of the river 5; iLtfwJ'rMf^, which they have no 
Hght to io, the ridge of modnfaiAs north '6( this Jake, that 
•mnsfj^m t9\e' botfelm 6f fak^ (Mmp/aik xo thd fe(l)''m6im- 
taiiwin'^ff^ir 5^o//^ir at thtrnputhof the river 5.. baivrmii 
irom which the y/ater $ of that rividr ipring, feedu to be the 
t>nl7 proper and flataral boundai-/ andbai'rier berv<*en',tjie 
two nations, " ' -'• i 

^3 them 
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them there. This feems- to be the way by^ 

w^ch thofe French iftdikuslfawtb ofi^h lA^' 
felled NeW'Englandy as it i* thi nigheft ahd^ 
moft ready Way ftjf thtfn^ co cofntf- irifco*all 
pattfc of that proVinci ^ cr^aalFy as tRey atfr 
feid to hav^ another ready wd (hdrrpafs frdriff 
the hea^s iH &aC4\Wer totTisryrd'-iaiid FnhndutV; 
by Which t*By 'avoid the faffs arifftad navjga^t' 
rtoh of 'the'^riVer Afnarifco^in]; i\\%t\c^d% td 

Aoftplteeir. ■■■■^■•■^ ^-- •■*;'-^' ^' ■■'■; • "*;^ 

•' Thefe accounts we haver frohif forme {brv^Jrs 
made, of tKo'fe pirts ' after the Ihdian war 1ft 
t7i!4, ^gnecliig- With Mr; Sry^wr*!? kitCial fui^: 
vey 1 740V f<^ fat as it goes v, iq which, airii^ 
many others, thefe two rivers, Sdco aqd A^- 
iitigoa^ "^""both liid down Srtdf aeCcriB^i^ 
to head within four or five miles of the, ti- 
VcT Jmarijioggin J ' on each fide* of it; altha* 
they are both omitted in fom'e fuppofed fur^ 

veys, and our late maps of this country. \ 
This defervcs our notice the more, as 

the forts -the government has built on Ke- 
nebec river, to prevent thefe incurfions in- 
to New^ England^ fort Halifax^ and Wefier^ 
do not obftruft or ftcure this chief pafs into 
it J nor even cut off a retreat from it ;. as they 
bavc another way both to retreat apd to ente^ 
: that province, by going up Amarifcoggin 
rivir to the heads of Connecticut ; by which 
there is a ready pafs to the river St. Francis 
above mentioned, laid down and defcribed 

like. 



}ikc\vii€ in xhe fame furve^s wc mmtion, .a& 
we)l as iagoyeropr Burnet*^ large manufcript. 
map pfJVw 2r<?r*» .: 

ThU is Qot faid .in prejudice^ to thefe t^ 
forts, .which appear, to he jr^tbc-moft pro- 
pcf placpjs to fccure' the chief palfage. of ,aU 
hy Xeneb^c river, ^n4 . W , be oonyc aiCQt jtQ' 
our fettlements to .fuppprt, then?.. . ;Bm Jt . 
ini^ht likc^wifc be proper p?jrJwiR$, to, h4VR\: 
other forts, cither at ' Norridgewoak^ or at the, 
lakes above-mentioned on the heads oi K<sm^ 
bee river^ whenever we hav^ a force fqfHcieot 
to defend ibem.* Tnere we might be ready at 
any time to pblige the French to draw their . 
force' out dt all their encroachments on. us^. 
which I do not fee. that we are otherwife like- 
ly todo. . ' , ,., ' ' 

"The other 'nigher inrQad ioto both iVl?w- 
England and . AVytj Sr^//^', aad that direftly 
from '^eiec^ is by the river Petwbfiot. .For 
this they come up the river Cbaudier^^ that 
faHsinto the fiver St. Laur^nce^ juft -above 
^ebec^ and pafs over from the heads of thad^ 
to the eaftern branches of fieneb^c river, which 
join the weftern brianches of Penobfcoiy th^L^ 
lead them into all our frontiers bothbf7^<?w- 
Enzlandznd Nova Scoffa. and down to the 
fea*toatt, by a good navigation the. gfeatclt 
part of the way. It was by this commu;;icV\^ 
tioh' with Quebec, that the ngfed French par- ' 
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tiiin, ttc terbh 5/. Caftin^ whom we impm^^ 

dchtiy fuflfcred' to remain tt Peneifc9ty Bftct 
the treaty of Utrecht^ diftreflcdour fbtttemehts 
ofNovd Scotia \ while his accomplice) F. RulU^ 
at NirridgewoiMk^ ' obftrufied with his Neo- 
phytes an our fettlements on the frontieH of 
NeW'En^lanJ^ by the inroads above defcribcd j 
by ^ich thofe countries come to be ib un-* 
fettled and unguarded^ and fd little known t6 

us; 

It m^y be the more ufeful to take notfce of 
thefe pafl^s to Canada^ as by means of them 
wc feem to have it in bur power to diftrcfs the 
French in the moll fehfible manner ; and to 
diuJe their fine^ in tKe manner they do ours^ 
when they feem to have no fort of fafety- but 
in having their force all united together, as Is 
above reprcfentcd. Kut if we were to attack 
theixi in Canada^ by one 6i- more oJF the ways 
here defcribcd, wc might foon oblige them to 
dfaw off their force from Crown-Pointy and 
other places, to defend themfelvcs at home. 
This feems to be the bcft way likcwifc for us 
to crtploy our fuperior numbers of men, if 
wc would make any ufe of them. And at the 
fan^e time, it is the moft proper, if not the on ^ 
ly way, to carry on a war to advantage ia ^- 
mericaj where the country is all open, obftruc- 
ted' only by woods. This we may learn froto 
our enen^es at prefent, and from all former 
trahfaAions of that kind. They invade us on 

U aU 



\ 



alLquartor$9 ttHi koep our tnm^iM hffV^P at 4 
btyM^ tiycttt.i.by. which opr; foi^ js A> fi^^ 
arided that we^chadd nothing viih ie^^^ai leaft 
jit any. one pl0Cft# By«Uiis oiieaq^ we fee, th^]; 
ijvcr-iw ^ Nfitth; A«Wr^a,. 9o}y with 4 
|^p^i[vrfl of mep vJ^^lule we :do n«tl^'r\g with ten 
tifws their nqQ)b^,and amuclf |^eater.chaig^ 
.4nd,c»pcpqcy . Th? difficulty. jpf.cra^Qrxing 

Jand-marches, through clofe wbods, and iqj- 
)aiJ^l)\e V^?^, ^H^. ^5 ^cry tedious^ f?^|f "- 
'yo^'^d prccja?i9u^ to. fucc^efi }fi moj« 

Jjf^viaf way in 1^^ A^^rw^^ ..../.V. J 
to attack tWl^i-^neh in tiApm^r.yip 

^c WQ have ,maay,. different waysr^nd tW 

very ways tficy^ have fpade ufe of tadiftrclj 

vs», vihQn they ^^wJs. the forts o^ Gnf(Q$, pernor 

jfjtid^. Ua^nUr .and ipany othcxs in JSftw^ 

finglund^ by invading that povince fiom Cauat 

4^by the inroads abor«:delcribQd. ijthf tbeJe 

•we were to invafd^ Q^^^- i^ like xnfoum 99 

all q^iartcfs, an4'/Drt I>r^:^^»< at^jjihefiwc 

linKy while we attack S^uebit^. or iVijr&^ O/rft^ 

>*»5i or.both o^.<the»t by fea^h^; cafy 

; would it be to reduce the French cOr reaftui 

mry* iboii» apd put mm^ to fp-mglwo^a and 

^^pdnfive a war in America^ by onerftrokei > 

.^ But many fi(e<n'tQ f^fecurct wii;]^^ (heir -icj^ 

'fM>rcs5 aa. if they ajone were able^ co defend 

•ttKOV againft a n^^onrtbat^ko^pa i».;ftandjiwg 

i'.i W^ 
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army of thrcQ or four times their number ; and 
is at xhe fame time in' froflclTioh.of'all ihc fe- -' 
cvre,.jjjiflfes,„/trQng-hoIds^ ana fortified places^ 
all over ^He farpe continent with them. But r 
the cftff.is not w Norfft ^mkcnca as if is in, 
BfritaiHj .where fwch ftanding armies, kept on 
purpofe' to command us, .are 'not eafily. tranf- 
ported.tp pur coaflis, the pnly fafety this^najipa. 
h*a$ againft tliem ; they are there uopr) the. 
fame ' continent with- us*, and have oplytp. 
march . to tafce alf the^ports we are iri potfdT- 
fion of, unlefs we prevent them by fome fucH 
\((ays as are here pointed out, and now wher\ 
it may fee done. ... . ^ 

IL 0/ the Pajfes to the great Lakes,, .and 

particularly of Niagara. ' '" 

' Frc'tt) tne paflfcs to Canada^ we come new: to 

confider thofe"to xht gtear Lakes^ and'teriito- 
rics of thfc Six Nations^ which are of fuch con- 
fequence and importance irrafi our concerns 
in N. America ; while w^ have little or no ac- 
cefs to them, efpecially fince the deirrudion 
olOfwego. , Wc have many populous colo- 
nies indeed hereabouts, and the chief fbrce of 
the nation in America, in . New-England^ 
^ew-Tork^ and Penjylvania^ is by its natural 
fituatioa convenient to thefe territories, and 
Finland . feas ; on which the fecurity of all 
the continent of North America depends, ex- 
cept the. fmall and narrow part that we are 
poQeft of on the fea-coaft 5 while in- our pre- 
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iefic ficuation we have hardly any way tp come 
af thfcfnV This we are fMrecIuded frote by the 
French being in pofieffioA of lake CbampUdn^ 
ztiA Crown Point on one'haAd, with nao]^ 
large and alttioft' iaftpaflTable'ridges^ ofjaobiin- 
tains'oti the other hand. Thdfe mootitaiM 
arifebn the banks of Hudfon*^ rirer ait iy&w 
2Vit/ beginning at the KatfiUl mountains a«- 
bout d* hundred miles from tbe^fea^ and fpread 
over all the northern pafts of PinfyhatHM:. by 
'Wiich that province and ^ewjerjey^ Which lye 
opjpoike to thele lakes and terricories of the fix 
rtatidil^"on the fca-66aft, are deprived of a 
rek^y paflage to them ; as New England is by 
lake Cbampkin to the northward. 
* By'tfiis means we have no good pafiage 
to the Ukes and fix nations from the, fca, but 
tbfough the province of iVcw Tork^^ between 
Crown Point zni the alJove naentiooccl enHtfs 
mountains^, zs they are called.^ It. is by this 
m/sans, that the.^rptediori andl fcfcuHty.of 
thoie important terrib^^^^^ lakes 

comes to have devolved alhibft Entirely upon 
t^iat fmail pro'^ince of iV^ 2J?r*i Bufjiensthe 
paflage to them is as tortvcrtient, as it is dim- 
cult m other placesV' By the eafy navigation 
of i^a'^w V riverV and i Branch 6f it, called 



. ; Jnto X^^ti5ntario\ iCOf^^K'v^c hkve'a>iiea- 
oy paflage from the town of Nm-Tcrk to the 

lakes 



lakn by water^-ezcq^ about twenty a^$;0^^. 
eafy land-carriag^, in that : w^ote dil^anp^,, 
wUch is commonly reckoned 370 tnijes in al^ 
butothers call ic 466. / .. 

'.Tbis our |Bofl .i^^dy and convenient paf; 

fiqge to any of the interior p^ry ci' Npith A7 

menca is coinrunapded by^ the .cpwi;i ^i Mbany 

acohftcnd.of lEi and by 0ji£7if^^.ac the other ; 

by which .we otay .fcc^ the . importaiice <^ thcfe 

two fdaces, and the oi^ .of .^uring ?tnd foi;- 

tiryjag. them . Albany^ ag^n jv>t only defends 

fhb pafsv but at.th§ fame time it is.a place of 

arms, and the magazine of all ouf Ilores^ as 

'^dl as the chief place upon our frontiers (here, 

that are daily expofed to ihe, incuf^onsof an 

:tnemy; upon all which accounts it deferves 

and requires to be made a place of ftrength, 

before any one place we haye perhaps in all 

theinland parts of North America. 

• After 4lb^fy wc (hould not forget 0/itf^;^t 

which feems to be the liext moft important 

*])bice of any we are pofTelled of in thofe inland 

pirts of America. It not only commands this 

p^age to the great Is^kes, and alfthe inland 

Tiikvigation of North America above defcribed, 

■ but. it is the only place we have that gives us 

^ iiny ^ccefs to that continent beyond the pre- 

-rinAs of the fea-coaft that we arc fettled 

;'/ t)p©n. With this it is the chief frontier place 

f:hai\k fJi\Ncw Tark and Penjjfhanid} which 

■vl* ■ ■ ...■'■■ teads 
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l^ds boA^ thV Frtftch am! iK^lftSniitb theTJ 
doHfinksi if if retriairia iii thciV' 'WidV 'fi ' 
fyLt^B in tbfe Coxnitty of "thi ^rAr'i^£J?r(^*>;* Srf- ' 
joining to and in ,thc midff'of iBeif primp^H' 
iettletneftt3 ; fo, that whoever ate pbflTcft 'of 
this place* muft hive the chief In flucncfe,*1f' 
not the fpfc cbrtftand.ov«r th'dfe'pto^ 
^hofe power andlnttfrett is y^tff doTnftaerkbl^^; 
and extends many hiSridrcdt tows'* alt arbuntf 
them to moft of the natives (yTNofth Alne^F? 
ca, that are within reach either of tbcm 6f*u^'^ 
Here ztl thofe Indians from the remptefl: pares 
of North Aoierica, even fi-boi 7?ai|^c?*;/'s'bay, 
^d Lake Superior y have been won't to come to 
the Er^UJb Markets for almoft aTI their riecel^ 
' faries, and carried on a confiderabfe trade witli 
ps at thi$ place» the profits of which alone are 
hot to be defpifcd; bcfidcs the ?ntercfl:it: gave us 
among-fannany different nattoxis all Over the gon- 
tinent, which ii now enth-ely Ictft by the demo- 
HfiioB of the defencelefs fort we bad at Ofwega^ 
At the faoie time Ofwego leads to Niagara^ 
'JPcri Fron/etutCj and all the Qtbc^ encroach? 
^9^nts of the French, and isLtht oply place al!-^ 
•flDoft that allows us any acada to. them* * 

But' the pf iocipal and vaol^ important placSe 
perhaps^ of any in.ail th« inland pacts of North 
Amencais Niagara, which ftands in-the midft 
/rf'thc country of the Six Nations ^ between their 
thief fcttlcmcnts, and their many dependants 

and 
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md coofedorattst and in a tnanfier entii%If cdM^ 

wuidsthem all . It thtnt tM^^^rdentln^ 
mountains one ono' hiindiand> ibegMat lakes«o» 
tbfr otber^ furro^nded by one or other of thcffe 
tvov wuh the whole c^min^nc opeit'to- k ^k 
f^ Welti and cijbir colonies on dir «ttft'V ^ that' 
pone can pftik^tkac way, pr bai^ any accefs'd^ 
the tintendr parca of Noitk America^ without 
croffing endlefi mpuncaiiis on ^toe haiid,'*tif 
broad feaa on thci>tberybiit by the narrow pafM 
ifiNiagaf^s or an onkmownand uftfreqoented 
wayiby the hcadi of the river OdiV. Here thd 
watery of tbioTe great hkes,, thstf fpread oVef* 
die continent far and nigh, ate fo narrow and 
(hallow, thac they are even fordable for paf^ 
fengers on foot, whilft on all other hands they 
form feas, nigh lOO miles broad, and 1200 
miles long« By this means Niagara is the chief 
and aimoft only pafs into the interior parts pf 
Ngrth America, both from north to fouth, 
a^dfrom eaft to weft, eitbec from the French 
fettkmcnts or ours. Ac the fame time this 
pais is fo fecured by the mountains and lakes^ 
thatitis armoftinaccefiablebut by watery whici| 
was the reafon of the vigilance of the French 
\n deftroying our naval equipments ^t Ofwegc^ 
leaft we (hould thereby be enabled, to gee to a 
fmsdl foict they have at this important place *< 

U 

* Since the deftni£^ion of Q/hvego, which leads tp Nra- 
fOra by the lake Ontario, wc ieem to have no v/3Ly 
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4|t is by thii pa&» aod chis^oeV Uuft Ibt 
J^Qch gp CO the river OAf(?, Fcrt^Jm'^Jm * 
i)<iprMl» fhp MJfi/fpi^ uni ill chcir ocher €»» 
cvQacbnotnts cm .jas, : excepc Ooum^PvhtJ' 
They nuiotaun and Aipporc cbemfelvet in dmfe 
eoaoacbmeau without any expence or charge 
almoft whafitvfir only by roeaxis erf* the Indiaas^ 
whom they have no acoe(ato,.and debar tit 
from entirely, by means of this impoitant 
pafs. It is by this place alone that they are 
and ever will be able to overnrun and annoy 
our colonies in tbp manner they do,, fe long ^ 
as they hi^ iVi^artf;-*-Bat if we wisre poflfef- 
fed of this one place, we might he free from 
them, and. all their encroachments, tnaurfi«> 
ons^ devafiatioos, &^*. 

to get atit, if it be not by dw mer ef die fi^mk^uu, dnt 
runs into th^ CQUf tiy ^m. O/wegp^ wiiidi fteoM to be 
very praSicable : as Well as a way fron^ the h^ada of thK 
liver to fort ik ^fne^ by t^e heads of the Ohio ; which 
woiddappearto bemorecdiitettientdumth^ way totibe 
fbfct {jtook Firiimia^ ever fi> ttMby-ridgei of moiiiitains» all 
which may be avoided in this ways which ii at the tunc 
time convenient to .our forces aflibmblcd in Niw ^4, and 
N^nnf Ettgland, 

* The great flakes are farth/er iecured by mean«0f /r J)#- 
tr6tt, or the ftraits of lake Ent ; die flraits q£ MjfilimakimMc^ i 
and the falls of ^/. Mary^ between the lake Huron mi]^lfm. . 
Superior ; all which we have no acceis to^ but by .Aik^^r^ :, 
or a very round about way by fort du ^efium ^ • : i 

We 
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n^j^b^l^i^^arOy wttffch lb a {tlAei9 idi i^ftlyi ^ 
gitMfen<H)«fequeticcf mai Unit iii^AtM^tf p(9AM '- 
asiReH^aain time^ war.. CrAM-Ame^bm^ 
miadb onijT lako Gbampia^^ and tlf'^iiiriroha^ 
ii>itraM> of peaceiKant^iaSb^ft^iE^cmiirei^^ 
to^>^^^'4^^t)f aoifuroad iino N^wJIiifr^iM^' 
N^^M^attd in jdmRvri^^tu-*^ buvih^MAxMi^ 
ofni9iinQkpvr extends iar^and filgh (tbM(bo^i«r'^ 
thtiW^k conctmote» ■^»^>ii-''^. • v.-.i ^-x :I .-iJi.^] 

0{mnsioD4M)lirQdU( a tNOkn^tihk^toh'^itft's^^ 
thdi «tthres of . Kerch ^m^rk^, ^^ >Rf> J^^^ 

•Illinois^ Poutewatamis^ Nadouiffians^ Hurons^ 

an4 ucomttiatwfe all iH<tfe peipte^Hds' hi the ' 

try* tofxfply, — fecurc^.tbcir -fuj: trade, . and ail . 
cba^.««hei^- inland trade of North America— ^ 
oeff^OMindl ilVtht gfeat LakeSy and fecures "the, 

trf4ttiit^ttivtf Ohh to take T^epijfin ; but itrSre paiitit^- 
la iT ^' tfiypc1 iih(\iia of t&e lakes, betyveenW lafiier wiur/V, 
/E#**"liiW*Vfi6"rr/ wtendinjg'^ northward 'to Take '^efijjtn^' 
and the n\cr Utanvas, 
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f[^y}gtdon of them, that extends 12 .or i^co 

jnilcs"-^prevcnt8 or fecures the junflign of the 

two French colonies in Qat^ada and LQuifiana"^ 

cuts off or maixicainsL their paflage to the river 

Obio^ MiffifipU J^h( ^P^^ ^ Dttroit^ Sandojku 
Miamis, Fort Si. Jofipb, Illinois, Kajkajkis^ 

&c.— ftops the farther progrefs of the Englilh 
or of the French (which ever ^e poffeiTcd of 
it) in North An^erica— lays our colonies op^n 
to the inroads and incurfions bpth. pf th^ 
Freni:h and Indians — whil(t it would Iqcure 
them from both in our hands — and unite thi^ 
frontiers of our northern and fouthern cqIq- 
nies together, for their mutual defence an(i 
fecurity, which might all befecured.by this 
one place, while they could not by many hun- 
dreds without it ! 

All this will plainly appear only from look- 
ing to the fituation of this place in a map, 
with the account of it above given, as it is 
well, known to thofe who are acquainted 
with it. , . 

How came we then ever to nf gled, ftich a 
place ? Or to fuffer the French to fortify it 
before our eyes, and that upon our own terri- 
, tories too ? Without liftening tp the foUicita- 
tions of the Indians, particularly at the treaty 
of Albany in 1722, to prevent it ? Which we 
might have done then, only by ordering 
{hem to Quit it^ as we did but a year or two 

tcfpr? 
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before at Onondago. This fatal negkd 3I» 

plainly the caufe of all our prefent difturb-^ 
anccs and lofles ; and we hope it may not bo 
thought improper to cndeaVoor to prevent 
the like neglcAs and misfortunes for the fu- 
ture •, vVhich we fhall liever do^ unlefe wc fe- ' 

cure this place. 

It wits for this important place of Niagara, 
and Nova Scotia^ that this nation engaged in 
this prefeht war, if they know their true in- 
tcreft. The great claim that Britain has in 
the inland parte of North America is over 
the territories of the Five Nations^ which this 
place lies in the midfb of, and in a manner 
entirely commands. We talk much of the 
rivtr Obioi which is likewife a place of great 
confequence, it is true, but it fbems to be of lefs 
confequencc than Niagara^ which in a manner 
commatids it. If we were pofleffcd of Niagara^ 
the French in Canada would be cut off from 
any acccfs to the river Obky artd almoft alt 
their other encroachments on us. But if we 
let ' them remain in pofleflion of this place, 
all our colonies will be open to them, and we 
need never expcft to be free from encroach-* 
ments^ broils and diflention^ with them. Un% 
Icfe we recover Niagara then thatfajuftly 
belongs to us, we engaged in this war to no 
' manner of purpofe •, but muft have frequent 
and daily occafions for many more fuch wars, 
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Irith little profpeft of any belter fuccefs from . 

fhems than we have hitherto met with in 

this. 
We had fuiely nothing die. to do then^ 

dther co have prevented the prc^t war in 
America, or to hafve done what we pkaled m 
it> but to have vindicated our juft iMui indif* 
putable right to Nisgara, and to have fecured 
that fingle place at fiiit* None could have 
hindered us to have done this» as the trifling 
fort she French have there, ere&ed fince the 
year i^sh ftaads entirely by ideif, at a great 
diftimGe from their other fcttleraents, and in 
the n^idft of the country c^ (he Six Nations* 
ouf friends and alliea. By this means we 
migiit have put an end oo our <lifturbance$^ 
\fx all appearance, Ipng biefoie wv was decU-^i 
ced. If the French hado0eted to ftir, hovi 
eafy might it Iiave been for us, by means of 
Niagaroi Ofmga^ the Six NalionSj &g. t» 
have demoUihed. fort Frontenacr another ea^ 
croachment upon our territories ; while, the 
aumbers of people we had in NetvrEnglaf^ 
ftood upon their guard again ft Crowu-^Poiu^ 
By this nfieana likewife we might have car-* 
loed the war into our enemies country, ixk'^ 
ftead of bringing it into our own» as we did. 
by going to fort Du ^e/ne. And what wit 
fb proper then, may not be improper ageub^ 
perhaps, if it is yet, when thole things ace . 

rightly 
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rightly underftood ; which it is our only de-* 

fign to make tbem> now as we endeavoured to 
do then. 

As for the importance of the great Lakes^. 
that are thus commanded by Nia^ara^ w6 
need not infill upon it. That will abundant* 
ly appear from their vaft extent, and fituation 
in the midft of all the moft important placei 
in North America, and moft of the natives tn 
it. Thefe Lakes are five in number, which form 
fo many Teas, that all communicate with one 
another, and afford an inland navigation, that 
extends over the whok continent almoft of 
North America^ as appears* from the account 
of it above given. Whoever then are maftera. 
of thefe lakes muft command that continent, 
iboner or later, fince they have fuchan eaf/ 
aoeefs to it, and ready pafiage over it all, by 
means of this navigation ; whilft thofe who 
are only fettled on the fea coaft are precluded 
from a pafiage to the inland parts of the con«^ 
ttnent by .many ridges of mountains that fur- 
round them in all parts, and hem them in on 
every fide: by which they are likewife de- 
prived of any communication with the natives, 
who chieBy refide on and about thofe great 
kkes, for the fake of the fruitful lands, and 
mild climate, wich the gi^at plenty of furrs, 
that they afford. 

Theft 
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Tbefc lakes efpecially the two lower ones, 
lake Ontario^ and £r/>, with great part qf the 
two next adjoining to them, Jake Huron, and 
Michigan, are the property of the Five Na* 
Horn of Indians, and have belonged to them 
by conqueft and aftual poffcflion upwards of 
a hundred years j which they have made over 
tathe.crown of Great Briuin by many folemn 
and formal a£b and deeds, and the fame was 
acknowledged by France iclelf at the treaty 
of Utrecht, as we (hall abundantly prove in 
the fecond.. part of this difcourfe concerning 
the rights and tides of the two nations in 
America, The only claim the French have 
to them is, the liberty they bad by the treaty 
of Utrecht to frequent thofc countries of the 
•Indians for the fake of trade \ from which 
they would now pretend a rig^t to them^ we 
fuppofe, as. they have been allowed, to make 
fome fettlements in them^ for the cooveoteoce 
and refrefhment of their traders in pafling 
backwards and forwards^ as they pretended 
when they made them. 

The chief iettlements they have berQire 
Niagara and. /<? Detroit, or the Straits of iht 
Lakes, between lake Erie and Huron. At Qhc 
ftrft ihey have only a fmall fort, built chiefly 
of wood, and fmccthe year 1751, where tbey 
keep about fixty or feventy men, for no other 
purpofc but to keep pofleffion of this import- 
ant 



jint pafs: They have likewife lately built t 
magazine upon the river fide immediately 
^bove the great fall, in order to lodge their 
goods and ftorcs, that they are obliged to 
tranfport by land from their fort below the 
fall to this ftorehoufe •, the diftance between 
which is reckoned twenty nfiiles.. Thefe arc 
the only fettJemcnts they have at Niagara^ 
where the country is. mountainous and barr 
ten, unfit for culture for the moft part. But 
Dot far from it the country is more fruitful 
on the fides of the lakes Ontario and Erie. Thefe 
Jakes are here about 36 miles afunder, to wit, 8 
miles from lake Ontario to the fording place 
in the river of Niagara^ and as far from thence 
to the great fall i from which it is reckoned 
20 or 22 miles to lake £n>, and the river is 
pavigable the whole way, with only a fmall 
rippling r)igh the entrance of the lake. Thefe 
accounts I have from fome of our people who 
have been all over thoft parts, 

Biit at k Detroit the French have a more 
confidcr^ble fcttlement, ever finre they ufurp- 
cd that place contrary to treaty with the In- 
dians in 1 700. Some of our people who were 
* there in 1750 and 51 report, that the French 
had there about thirty or forty plantations or 
farms, in a fine champaign country, with 
about 5 or 00 people, and three villages of 
Indians \ on.e of Hurons^ called by our people 
i' Wtendoes 
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Wimdoes % another of P^ufuvaiamiSy called 

Pitts ; and a third of Oufawds^ or Tiatvas. 
The number of Indians in thofe villages was 
uncertain, as they are fo conftantly out oii 
hunting parties ; they judged them about 
2 or 400 fighting itien. As for their fortifi*- 
c^ons they were no way confiderable, being 
tt fuch a diftance fronl any danger of -an 
attack, but from the Indians r altho^ th6 
French have (ince flrengthned this place no 
doubt, as it is the great fupporc of their inte^ 
reft among the natives' of all thofe wcftera 
parts of the continent, and the center of their 
ftveral ftraggling fcttlcments among them. 

IIL Of the river Ohio, and Fort T>u 

^efne. 
The river Ohio is next to be donlid^red \ which 
runs through great part of our colonies of 
Penjlhania^ and Carolina^ and waters a coun- 
try that is. nigh five hundred miles fquare, 
which is reckoned one of the fineft countries 
in all North America. This river is not lc6 
than XQ or 12000 miles long by all accounts, 
from its fource nigh the habitations of the fix 
nations to its month at the MiJJifipi\ with f<f- 
veral large rivers falling into it, that fpread 
pver our colonies far and nigh. A large 
branch of the Ohio^ called Wood River^ from 

Cd^^f^^Wood of Virginia^ who difcovered h 

firft 
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fir(t 10^ 1 654, and feveral times afcerward$9voC 

which -an authentic account is to be feen ^ iq 
the archives of the royal focicty, befides the 
account^ we have of that difcovery from pur; 
hiftorians ; this large branch of the OiuV^ 
I fay, rifes iB.the pnoui^ains of South Carp- 
lina^ andxuns through that province, and all 
North Carolina^ to the middle : o£ Virginia : 
beiides' feveral other branches of it t^ rife in 
the Apa^lachean mountains from. t||ie.famp 
fource&with the rivers that run through^^r 
fettlements eaft of thofe mountains, and p^iake 
a navigation from the Ohio down to the fear; 
coaft, excepting a. fmall land carrbge froii) 
one river to the other. 

The Ohio is befides remarkable for its gen* 
tie current, contrary to moft of the inland 
rivers in North America, which are very ra- 
pid» with numbers of falls in them ; but we 
hearof only one fall in thtObio^ which is nayiga,-: 
t>le both up and down, as appearsfrom tbe jpur- 
nals and feveral verbal accounts of our jpeople^ 
who have gone up and dowq the whole nver. 
They tell us indeed that the river is very 
crooked, as is ufual with aU rivers that rua 
through a level champaign country, as this 
does.; but this at the fame time makes its cur* 
rwt flack, and the whole river eafy to navi- 
gate, all the way from the Mijj^pi nigh tQ 

die river, of the &mekaa$^ which falls it;itoJalf<r 

Y ' Ontario 
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Ontario at OfwegOi Another river of likrf 
Ontario^ the river C(?»^\ or new rivbr, rifcs 
ftill nigher to the fources^ of the Olm^ and 
afibrds a navigation from ' th& tnouth^ ^f die 
river 5/. Lanjirence to the mouth of the Miffifipi\ 
quite acrofs the continent of North America ; 
befide the m any commtinications of the 
branches of the Ohio^ with hktErie. ' * 
TTie country on the fouth fides of the OW^ 
is very mountainous, and difficult to )^afs fdf 
fome'hundrcd miles. The Apalachean mount- 
ains there extend weft within one or twto'huh'^ 
dr6d miles of the Miffijipu But on' the north 
fide of the Ohio^ between that and lake 'Erit^ 
the country is level and very fertile; beihg 
likewife watered with numbers bfriveftthat 
run through it from the brinks of lake Erit 
to the Ohio. With "this it afFbrds plenty of 
fait from 'the many fait fprings, and eVen fait 
water rivulets, with which this country abounds^ 
that is of great ufe in thofe inland pstrtis' ft 
likewife abounds with both food and raimenti 
we may fay, from the vaft quantities of wiM 
oxen or buffaloes found in the extcnfive rhead^ 
ows all over this country ; a creature peculiar 
to NofrtH America, that is larger than 'an- Ox^* 
with a * fleece like a^flieep, of which' fe\fetal 

manufaftures have been made little- infe- 
rior tofilk: which was particiilafly'tecom^ 
mended by Lewis XIV, in his grant' crF the 

Mjjiftpi 
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Mijfflfipi to Mr.. Crozat^ as a valuable commo-. 

4ky in trader Befides, this country affords 

great plenty of ; deer, beavei^: ikins and furs, 

t^ richeO: -cGfiTunodicies of all North Ame- 

^ »We need not wonder then,, how the French 
or .^ny others may n^intain themfdves in this 
country j witb jittle or no charge, efpccially 
Mfith fo many natives in it at their command : 
^nd how :they muft foon . encreafe and multi- 
ply, in it, to the conftant difturbance and an* 
noy^nce^wof all our colonies, fo long as they 
hpld. any. of this country fouth. of lake £r/>, 
and far mprethe whole of it. 

If we confider the fituatipn of this country 
between '£^e-Oi&/^ and lake £rrV, that is pot 
above fifty or fixty miles broad in. the eaftern 
l^rts, but nigh two or three liuhdred miles in 
its weftern parts, bounded by the great lakes 
6h one hand, and extenfive ridges of mount- 
ains on the other,, with this convenient pafs 
4nd navigable river between them, leading 
3irc(5lly ihtq the middle of our Settlements 
ftom.airthe interior parts, of the continent % 
oppofite to which liHewife are many eafy and 
coavenient pafTes in the mountains, and na- 
vigable fivers, down to the maritime ; parts ; 
if we confider this, I fay, of what confequeilce 
puft this country be to us ? And how fatal 
has oyr ncglcft of it been ? We have no othej^ 

y 2 ' way 



lycs ;.for^whipfa/iU3.rtiQrp qonymfffi thafisiRYs 
one iplaCe lift aH- ftfflftb ^m€rica, jyi as L(?z^/^.^ 
Hff^gASfMvH^^' France 2ind Camdfi^ -.It ftands,. 
at;.lhe.feinetime, .:^n,a fine ferule country, oil. 
vail extent, and^io -a healthy.. climate *, where. 
W€:Riay/exapffia:tq,jfes Ae French encfeafe^and 
ijttrfiipiy -apat^h' ^Hitfeofc reipefts thq territories ; . 
ciC'the Oi&/i?iarfl, preferable to ^1 the odier pof-^ 
itS)9n$^of~ |;be French in all America, put tor. 

: Nature itjBfhfc Conspired to- render the ri-; 

ncTiObi^ hereabouts .a place p( confeqyence.' 

mdSmportaptce,. ape! the ^cndezyou^ .of aj} thg> 

people in .North . America th^c are within^ 

reach of it, fafB aad. nigh. j.The.^grpaj; thipg 

^rited 4n thpfc m\%^. parts* bqtb by man aqd \ 

heaft,' :is"»Sg&ri jn^iif h its /oi^4 m grea? plqntyj 

atliroQodl 2MSXiioxi£Hk ^ifne^ but chiefly in^ 

tte:5a&.'P{;ffi&,:rbBtwcch that and Jake; Erie. 

Upon: this "l<SX)ijiJt, that country, called byj 

ti^jCiiC f\atiot\s' Canabogucy is the chief refqrC; 

b^ offip^B ^d bfeaft from.^^11 par,^, Jo^ 

thefe ponds, ?ipd9thpr fait fpripgs hereabai^ts,. 

grfeat.&cfcks.apdfbeirds of deer .and. »uld oxen 

oK^antly r^fipjt-fprithe' benefit of fait ; upon, 

which creaturesj the; inhabitants chiefly fubfifl:,. 

;a^^ have gfe^t^pgl^es of provifioas by that 

mcinj&'withoutir. -cither labour, .cijarge* or ex^^ 

pence. ?This dr^wsnumb^rs of huntfmen here 

tQ)^urfui: th^if ga^if , :thp cl^ief employ ment 

; zu:: of 
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Cf thofe paTts. ^ The tr^er^-againibllowite 
huntffhen for their ^ikins and fiirs. t • l^fefe^a^^ 
the chief caufes of war and bone of contention 
h^re, where the 'warriors fefdrt to leek their 
enemFcs. Upon theft, accounts^ the partji 
hereabouts are tb.e chief fuppqrjt: of t}ie inhaibin 
cants — th6 feat of war^ — and ifiart of trade y 
from ' all parts' of North America, for and 
high. — —Here" the fix nations: have a^Kwa 
{Gwahaa^o)y chjefl y for their hpr^piijg : an4 a, 
town of each of the cantons is jfettlpd^jicriC'. 
'«bouts. Here their enemies,^ eveti the Cataw-^ 
has from South Carolina meet* the to, and fi^t 
thofe many battles we hear and reaH .'of, Hqrc 
jikewiie the French and Englilh Indians^ and. 
traders refort, either to trade with or furpmfe* 
one another ; from whom we have thefe ac- 
counts, that are much liiagnified by them, 

Thefe advantages were the ,m^or?i immediate 
occafion of the French (eizing the river OUo^' 
They give us the moft extraordinary accounts' 
of the country hereabouts, particularly the 
country above defcribed on the foutli fides of 
lake Erie* ^ but add, ". the banks . of tliis 

. . *Make 



* " L^ike Ene is juftly dignified with the iHdftriotts 
*^ name of C(^«// ; fdr'aflbredly it is the fined lake lipoflf 
** earth. You may judge of the goodnefs of the dimate^ 
'^ from the latitudes of the countries thatfttr^fnitdit. IH 
*•. circumference extends to 230 leagues; but it affords 

" every 
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'^ lake Me commonly frequented 'by none but 
« wirriors, whether the Ir^qu»is^ the llUms^ 

^ every wkeicc fach.lt char^iing profp|e^> ^haclts bankt 
*' are decked with oak-trees, ^ims, cbVnut- trees, wal- 
"'nutB, apple trees/ pfum-trecs, and iriries, which bear 
** Aeir finddufters ap-td tfce very toJ> oTtSie t^eies, opon k 
<* fort df greond tbett iies-as-fuoothlasxjneb iAdd. Sack 
<* omaoMBncf f»the(e'are.ruffici0nt I9 giv^ r^fe to the m^ 
'*. agreeable idea, otiffprofpeft in f]^e,wofl^.' I cannoi:. px- 

J>refs what vaft quaotli^es of de^r and turkeys are to be 
band in thefe woods, iand in 'the vaiil' meads that \<ft 
«**upon the foifth fidc^ of the lafc*[? kt A(^?bDttoto df^ 
^ lake, wcf tilnd^wild, beaveajDponlihe-.jKiBka of C99 
^ pUarivit.rWer^^^h^4^£nnbogo{; iitQ^ty. ^i^i^pc^- 
rads or rapid torrents (Ri'v. Blofic^ and G^alMigp\, 
It abounds with (lurgeon and white iiih. It is dear of 
*• fhelves, ix)cks, ahtl banks, 'and 'Has 14 or 15 -fathom 
*« water. The'Aigs roe-bucks, aud turkeys, rfeoin 
^ great bpdietnpanddow^ the (hore^all round the lake* 
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*^ and aboVe all the beauties I have mentioned, there are 
*' excellent Bii'var'-mina 2dx)nt 20 miles up the country, 
upon ai'Cert^ hill, from whence the favages brought 
great lumps,, that have yielded that precious metal with 
" little wafte." La Hontan^ vol. I. p. 21^. 
' ThiA account of the country is agreeable to ail others- 1 
bat for the Sil^ver-minesy I have heard no further account 
of them, than that all the country hereabouts abounds 
with lead«minesy that afford filver,.. as is common fof lead- 
ore;; which gaverife to the Mi/jififi l^ubble in i^ij^.^ But 
all the wefiero parts of this couotry in Nt'w-Mfi^ic^ 
tbound wiih jQilvery and why ihould not the eaitern partSi 
likewife? : 

.*^thc 
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*' the Oumamist &^> and it is very dangerous 
** (for them) to flop there.*" But as foon as 
the En^iifh began to be well eftabliihed on 
the Obio^ they not only had all the nativeis 
hereabouts in their intcreft, but fome of the 
French Indians, as they call them, particular- 
ly a tribe of the Hurons from Detmt^ the 
Owendoesy left them» and joined the Eng- 
lifli on the Ohio ; and many other Indians 
threatened to follow them, for the fake of a 
more beneficial trade they had from the Eng- 
li(h. Upon this the Canadians^ who depend 
entirely upon this Indian trade, cried out they 
were undone ; and fent a party of their people 
to feize this important place on the river Ohio : 
which the court of France fupport^ thpm id, 
or rather direded them to do, feeing the vaft: 
advantages it would gain thereby^ the accom- 
ipIKhment of all their extravagant defigns 
above defcribed, and the fecurity of all North 
America, by this fingle ftroke ; which they 
faw we fliould prevent them in, if fuffered to 
Remain any longer on the river Ohio. 

This is a true ftate, I believe, of the .firft 
origin and caufes of our late difturbances with 
France j and muft be a perpetual fource of the 
like ruptures, if the French remain where 
they are ; as will appear, I think, t^cry plain- 
ly from what follows in the next fcition. 

At the fame time, the French have many In- 

^ Idem, p. 2i8. 

Z dians 
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' dians about Fortdu^efne to fupport th^m, an4 

other fcttlcmcnts again to back that, along the 

fouth fide of lake Erie, *at thpfe important 

and convenient places, Canabogue^ and San- 

doJki% befidcs their eonfiderable fettlcments 

and colony at le Detroit % with others on the 

rivers Mhmis^ Wahache^ St. Jofepb, St. Ma- 

ffs^IlUnois^ and MiJJiJipi^ at Cabokies^ Ta- 

maroas^ MetcbfgamiaSy znA Kajknjki^s^ &c. all 

livhich places are convenient to fort du ^efne^ 

and have a ready communication with it by 

ter. 

The French have hitherto divided all their 
draggling feitlements up and down thofe ex- 

tcnflve regions, that are connefted together 
by the vaft water-carriage above defcribed, into 

three colonies, to wit, C<7«^^^,Z.^/y^^//tf, and the 
colony of the Illinois^ upon the upper parts of 
the MiJJifipiy between the other two : to which 
we may now add a foqrth,that has been forn^ 
ed into a very growing colony, fince the peace 
of yfix, but ferved before only as an entrepot 
between the others, to wit, le DetroJ, or tbe 
Straits of the lakes : all which are convenient 
to fort du Siuefne^ and ihc adjacent parts on 
the river Ohio ; are conneded and linked to- 
gether in one body by it ; and all confpire and 
unite together to protcft and fupport thi^ 
place, that is in the center and mid ft pf them 
qjl J which m?y be called a fifth colony that 

the 



Ikd-FrertCh have lately ^ufufprf, "ahd is fikdy 
w become the moft cdnfiderable of al! ; as ill 
their remote fettl^emertts in the othef tv^6 th^ac 
are weft of this, Detmti and tht'EUHohj 
win now become fupcrfltfdds and nccdlcife, 
and will naturally join thofe on the rit^er 
OhfCj that are fo much more Cort^tjdfent; 
cfpecially for the India(n trade, fdr^htcH^ a- 
lone their remote wcfternf fettkmertM 'Wft-e 
made.'' ■ .;.•■•.-: -i -s -:■.-.: ~ 

Here then, about fbxt du ^uefne^ we may' 
fcxpedl to fee the chief forfcC' of the *Prtiith 
from all parts of North America, mufteroi iip 
tc^ethcr upon our frontiers^ not only fon tfitir 
own faAsty and fecurity, but Kke Wife for their 
intereft: and convenicrice ^ : and if we edhfidtor 
the: n»any advantages: and •cdnvehiencds of thf^ 
Country^ it is plain, that this colddy of the 
French on the River. OHc^ mbft foon become 
the moft important of any in N. America > 
and muft, with their other fettlemenfs ^eft of 
it,' and the intereft and inftuence they all grre 
them over the n<itives, command all the in* 
terior parts df that whol^ continent, and give 
law to it all, if ever it cotnes to be well fettled. 

Fort du ^4efHe isf c6nveitienti not dhly to 
Cunada and Lduiftana^ but to all the fettle- 
meh's the French have among the Indians,^ 
tjp and down the whole continent of N, AmSe- 
Hca. Here they may make all thofe Indian 

Z 2 nation^,' 



vfMi|pt|i«Mic'«o*them^ infte^ of itedenaklng 
^iom^ny perikHis ftftd ezpenfiirb yoyiig^s us 
t thiey MvjB l»ecii ohligcai fio do, in fe<M^ ftf ike 
^ ICM^Hps r aivl ivill Jiai^^ aU thofe I»4ian9 to 

i)il)i flier ithis^ ri^ihftyi Ai^ukl gofiic agwi ?t- 

' and built on purpofe for, a trade mtk^aok 

fl^V^ll^U be aH-ftopCi.at Niag^ma^ fmt du 
rSig^^ Md «diar pkc«s on the Ohio^ if tie 

. Fitnck remamapi pofieflioa of tbem. < . ^ 
T . iwt: ii{i;^(fis then i8:tiie victf center of all 
; Aie.f venchiofot in N. Amtrioa put tbgaher, 
" iakid JvBi oflDtr 4Eill])hekir' vmsxf (etiftenmits; in k, 
odndaUf'thd siatri?es.of Jtbatt whoie cootincM,in 
j«M:4^(idjr>; ^iif'f^it tbat mxti done itahrcady: 
; wki^h^ isi of much more coafequettce^tkan moft 

/ptfqriei^iseff) 'to itippfehesid, who are little ac- 
.v^M^itfeid a»ith> Aflierica^ ortbe iitudcion of the 
. iiKKiinataom inrir;j Eor faitfaerto the force of 
:^thr tltfiemii tn 14.^ America haa been j entirely 
. fbtdoe land dividsd^ by i^i many different iteag- 
: gUbg)feitleipenii3^^ and down on the remote 
^i>raAcbrsi of ^e riv.^s St. Lanirenu and 

iMjjB^U ■ 'and the great lakes ; by which it 
• ihas haehi fo inconfiderable and diiregarded, 
. diae it was never before apprehended. But 

now 
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now all thofe ftri^gling icctlqn€iuii.are crU^-' 
ted and linked together, not ' oaAy^ with one 
another, but with their two capit2(t& ^i^^ehec 
txk^ N^W'Orkans \ by which tbdir foree Jias 
become fo confiderable all at orf*,* -by tfcat 
one ftroke of fci^ing the Hirer Oiifr^ and fort 
du ^ejne. ' • ' • ' • • ^ > h ^-^ '. 
Upon thefe accounts we fnay^ feej that fcrt 
du ^ejne^ or foiifie place hercabootsy isor'^ill 
be the moft confiderable and importan^ place 
of any perhaps m a'l North America t and is 
byit$ fituation and many conveniences the moft 
fit of any place to become the capital of that 
whole continent, and to give law to it a}!. It 
is not only the center of all that prodigiQiis 
navigation from the mouth of the river S/, 
Lawt^epfce to the mouth of the Miffifip^ from 
north to fouth ; but there is ftill as confider- 
able and a much more impprta.nt n^vi^ation to 
it from eal| to weft : the heads of thofe large 
rivers, Potdwmackj zv\^ Sufquekanna^ thatfSl 
into Chefapeak bay in Virginia and Marylandi 
interlock with the branches of the Ohio here- 
abouts, and afford a navigation from the At- 
lantic ocean, even through the ApaFachean 
mountains, which centers SLt fort du ^efjte\: 
whilft there is another mire confiderable navi- 
gation from it weft ward, even to the moufttains 
of New Mexico^ by the fcveral branches of the 

Mifijipi 
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A£fijipitbzi fprtng from them, and fait into* 
: thac river nigh the mouth of the Oi&/^. 

: We- may foon cxpe6k then to fee fort dti 
.Qjfejne hecomle 2sA confider^le and refp^dabie 
a place, as it t8 a convenient and . important 
•pne ;, and to DC. made another Lon'fjburg or 
^ebecj if it remains in the hands of the French. 
-Afd if they- found fo good a title to this place,* 
from its great convenience, wiH it not be more 
convenient for them to feize fome of our colo- 
ntes on the fea coaft^ in order to get more 
conveniently to it ? — And what is there to' 
hipdcr them to do that ? — It is furely high 
time that we fhould enquire into this at 
leaft.; 

But this important place (tsinds in Penjlvama^ 
and their way to it runs through that pro- 
vince, which they know very well difclaima 
the ufe of arms, whilft they glory fo much in 
them, and make their way good here entirely 
by force of arms— What a contrafl: is this ? — 
Surely if any people, that ever had any thing 
to do with the French, ever had occafion for 
arms, the people of Penftlvania have perhaps 
the moft, and that at this prefent, to prefervc 
their covintry and their all, and to prevent a 
redoubtable fortrefs being eredled againft them- 
here, when it may be done. 

IV. Confer 
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ly. Confequences of the French encroafihrnentfy 

, and method fo prevent them^ by a/R AKKif.iK 

■ ■ • 

■ between the two nations. . . , 

By the ufurpation of thofe three places alone, 
Crown-Pointy Niagara^ and iovt du^efne^ not 
to mention their ot\\tv encroachments, we fee, 
thp French cut us. off from any further com- 
munication with North America,, and fecure 
all ■ the refl of that continent to themfelves« 
beyppd tlje bounds that they would prefcribe 
to us, to wit, at the Apalachean mountains. 
Not to mention any other confequences of this, 
nor to aggravate matters beyond what the 
plain matter of fa6t will admit of, let us fee 
what part of America fuch bounds would 
give them, and what proportion that bears to 
the part they are pleafcd to kave to Britain, 
by fuch an exorbitantand unjufl claim. 

The fettled, part of our colonies, caft of 
thefe encroachments of the French, which is 
all they would allow us, is not above loo 
miles in breadth in many places, particularly in 
New-England^ the chief and only flrength of 
the nation in all America. If we extend our 
colonies to the Apalachean mountains, thofc 
mountains are not above loo miles from the 
fea in the northern parts, and but 250 miles 
in any place, to wit, about Currotuck between 
Fhrginia and North Carolina^ where the con- 
, tinent 
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rihent between the Tea and thofe mountains, 
js the broadcft. All this appears from feve- 
Jral farfeys und ad:ual menfurations of dilbtn* 
ces, befides the common computations. This 
is the whote breadth of our prttfent fettlenients 
from the fea to the wcftcrnmoft ridge of the 
AUegany mountains •, which at a medium, ih 
the latitude 46^, appears to be but 60 leagues, 
but we fhall allow it tqbe ^o leagues. Their 
fcrigth again extends from SavaHndcb'xti Geof- 
gia^ in latitude 32% tp George's River in the 
northern parts of New- England, nighly in la- 
titude 44" ; which is but twelve degrees of 
latitude, or 720 miles 1ft a ftraight line, that 
is, 240 leagues. But we (hall allow the greal!- 
cft extent of our pofleflions, from the riVer 
5/. Juan to Penobfiot in Nova Scotia^ to be 
336 feagucs, as it ttieafures in fame maps of 
North America, here made ofe of for a gehe- 
ral tiew of that continfcnt. - This length ^^o 
multiplied by 70, the niean breadth, makfes 
23,100 fquare leagues. 
• But ih the French maps here cjuoti^d,* 

* Vid. Carte de Nouvelles dcc<i;vcr:es par ilfn de 

VlJIe. 

This I make ufc of not for the fake of accuracy, but 
as a comprehenfive general view, all that vtt want tt> ex- 
hibit : and the breadth of ihe continent of North America 
is here laid down from the RuiTian difcoveries on the 
wellern coaii, the moll certain accounts we have of it 

5 Wid 
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ftnd many others, the claims of Franct 

in North America extend from the Apa* 
lachtan mountains to the fouth feas : all 
which extent of territory they may not only 
claim, but muft adtually fecure and enjoy by 
holding only Niagara and fort du ^efne. Now 
if we confider the extent of this extravagant 
claim, it is immenfe ; and all they, would 
leave to Britain^ great as fome imagine it to 
be, bears no proportion to it» as will appear 
from a general eftimate of it. 

By the beft accounts we have of the longi- 
tude, or breadth of North America, it is at 
leaft 720 or rather perhaps. 780 leagues, from 
the Alkgany or Apalachean. mountains to the 
Ibuth feas, about the jniddle of the continent, 
in latitude 40*^. And it is juft the fame dif- 
tance, 720 leagues, in the middle of the con-^ 
tinent between eaft and weft, from the bay of 
Mexico to the latitude 64*^, which is about as 
far north as the continent is known ; altho' the 
French would extend their claims in Louiftana 
to the arctic pole.^ Now this breadth and 
length of 720 leagues makes 518,400 fquare^ 
leagues, the contents of the French prcten- 
fions in North America ! This compared to 

* La Louifiane n*a peut etre point cf'autres bornes a^ 
nord que le pole arctique. Relation de la Louifiane^ 
To^t !• p- 8. 

A a ?3jI0p 
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tj,ioo fquare l«agu.>s, all they would leaM 

to Britain> i% more than 22 to i.f 

' If we extend the French pretenfions only 
from the Apakcbean mountains to the nioun$« 
tinsof iVirw Me>cico^ they are 1 1^300 miles broad 
from eaft to weft, which, includiiig Canadoi 
tnd all they cls^im befides in North America 
is to what Britain now enjoys, a$ 1 7 to r • 

The Spanilh territories again in North Ame-t 
rica, by this French divifion of that continent, ex« 
tend from the Rio del Nortei^ which (hey m^ 
the boundary between Mexico, and Lotfijana^ 
to the Rio Colorado^ that ieparates New M^xic^ 
from California^ and bounds the Spanifli domi-- 
^ons. on the weft, by tbeil* pretences..* Qn 
the north again they would limit the Spaniards 
m: the latitude 40^-,* and we fiiaU fuppoTc 
their territories on thiscot^tinent to be e^cended 
fouth to the middle of the bay o{ Msxico^ 
fir fauthern part of Calif omia^ tha^ is, to. the 
tropic, much farther ibuthtbau they can ho 
liny way contefl:ed. By this the Spanilb t^n* 
(ories here are i6a leagues in bipcadth. ffOi^ 

f In this eilimate we include the fpanifh prgvinceSi^ 
tut leave out Cana^day No'va S(otia, and all t,abrddor^ 
which claims of the French are about equal to whall'w^ 
include of the Spanilh territories in this ellimat^. ■ 

^ Yi^- ^' ^*W^ ^^V abovcmentionedj 

'■■I. . 
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te^ to weft at a medium, and 350 leagnet 

from north to fouth, which makes their whole 

fuperficial contents 56,060 fquai^ league)^. If 

We kicllide^ California in thfife territories-, they 

make 87,500, fquare leagues i which is about 

a fixth oC the abovementioned claims of the 

Frenth, arid nigh four times as much as they 

Would leave to Britain. 

If we divide the whole continent of America 
then, north of the bay of Mexicd^ into twenty* 
five equal partSi Frdnte not only claims, but 
tttuft aAually enjoy by her prefent pretenfionsi 
twenty of thofe parts, and leaves only fouf 
parts to 5p^/»iand but one to Britain\ whilft 
Britain has a real and original right to that 
whole continent^ except the fouth-wefterrt 
parts that belong to &pain^ and a fmall par( 
c^iff in CaHaiay which of right only belongs to 
France. 

This is t-he way in which the French would 
divide the continent of North America 1 And 
however extravagant and unreafonable, as well 
asunjuft, thefc their pretenfions muft appear to 
all the world, yet we fee, they maintain them by 
the fword ; and would endeavour to perfuade 
the world of the juftnefs of this their caufe 1 

It is true, the French are not yet in pof* 

feffion of all this extent of territory *, but it muft 

.all fall to them, by their prefent pretenfions : 

.apd they will no doubt take care to fecurie it 

A a 2 foon 
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fcbn, as there is no way to prevent them to dd 
it, if they are left in poflfeffion ofNiagUrd^ and 
the riVer Ohio. 

'The extent of territory they arc now in pof- 
leflion of by thefe their late encroachments and 
ufurpations is very large, and vaftly greater than 
all that Britain enjoys, great as fome wouW make 
it. From the Allegany mountains to Fort Or- 
leans^ the wefternmoft of their fettlements onthc 
river MJfourij a large branch of the MiJJifipi 
that extends weft ward acrofs the continent, as 
the river Ohio does eaftward, the breadth of 
their prefcnt poflcffions is nigh 250 leagues, 
which multiplied by 400 leagued, the length 
of thofe pofieffions from the bay of Afexicv to 
the limits of HudforC^ bay, makes 106,000 
fquare leagues. All wliich they have already 
ufiirped in North America, within thefe few 
years, exclufive of Canada^ Cape BretoHy &cc. 
that may belong to them 5 and exclufive of 
Nova Scotia and Labrador^ which they ptetend 
ro claim likewife. ^ ' " ■ "- 

Their ufual route from the mouth of the 
river St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Miffi- 
Jipi^ by way of the great lakes, which they 
feem to reckon themfelves in fecure piofS^flfion 
of, is upwards of 3000 miles, which may be 
thus computed : From the mouth of the river 
St. Lawrence to Niagara^ or rather to Jake 
Erie^ is about 1000 milcs> wJiich they call 

Canada; 
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Canada, Tbeir Pays d'en haut^ as they cfall k^ 

• extending from thence to the MiJJiftpii by way 
of the Lakes and river Illinois^ their ufual route 
hitherto, is upwards of 1000 miles farther. 
And from thence to the mouth of the MJfififi 
is counted 1 1 70 miles. In all which diflaac«a 
they have fixed forts here and there, in the 
mod convenient pafTes, to fccure all this vafl: 
extent of territory, and thereby keep all tlMt 
natives in it under their command. 

If we compare this to what Britain now en* 
joys on the fea coaft of North America it is 
nigh as five to one. Even if we extend our 
poffeflions from the river 5/, Lawrence in la- 
titude 49®, to the river St. Juan^ in latitude 
30^, all that the nation claims, I believe, ic 
makes but 19 degrees of latitude, or 11 40 
miles in length from north to fouth, and not 
200 miles in breadth from eaft to weft at a 
medium — The great extent of the Britilh pof- 
felTions on the coaft of North America, that 
are generally reckoned to be upwards of 2000 
miles in length, proceeds from the many wind- 
ings of the road, and meanders of the coaft, 
with the computed diftances in the woods of 
America being often greater than the real 
diftance. 

• Jf wc compare thefe pretenCons of the French 
.with their re^l rights and titles in North Ame- 
Tica, they are ftill more furprizing and unrea- 

fonable. 



fcnable. They who have do juft right or titui 
to Any part of North America, but to chofd 
two f laces alone upon the river St. Lawrence^ 
Sadmjfac^ and ^ebecj* if their rights ajid title* 

• The French were conftantly drove oi|t of all parts of 
North America by the Englifh, who firft 4i^covered and 
feized that whole continent^ even out of Canada iifelf iir 
»627» 289 and 29, and never hcd any right there (notwitb^i^ 
ifamding ail the pains theT commiflaries take by many 
falfe aiTertions, eafy to be fhown, to Jttake out a title)^ 
*till a right was given ihem by Charles I» by the treaty 
of^/. Germain in 1632 ; who thereby only furrendered to 
them, tous les Heux occupis en la NowveSe France, &c. all the 
{jtaces occupied (or feized) in New France, Acadia or 
Canada, by tbefahjeds of his Majejly, of Great Britaut'^Kovf 
it appears from the accounts of Champlain governor of the 
cotfntry^ and allother.5, that the •vAy f^/aces o€cupfe€l,fei&ed^ 
§r pffejfed, in thofe couniries, either by the French or En- 
glifh at that tinne, were, Port-Royal and St, Sa<viours, in 
Nova Scotia, with Tadouffac and ^ebec iti Canada — Thd 
two firft of ihcfe places they rcfto/ed to us by the. treaty of 
Utrecht; and for the two 1 all they were (o indemnify 
our fubjedls, meaning Sir Da^^jid Kirk, the only lawful 
proprietor of them, to whom the king had granted them^ 
and from whom he could not take them without a valuable 
odnfideration, amounting to 1^5000, which tbeFrench i^ever 
payed, but (lill owe ; as appears from a memorial of 
£/> Le-u^is Kirk and brother^ to king Charles II« after tb^ 
i;eftoration> and tnany other accounts. ' 

By this treaty then the king gave up only thofe places^ 
and not the countties. For that reafon he confirmed hi^ 
former grants of the country of Canada the very next year 
after the treaty of St, Germain, as appears from the fald 
memorial^ the words of which are^ ** the king of England 

a i^cre 
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w^re duly enquired into, now lay claim to || 

^11 in a manner ; not only to fatisfy their pr^* 
fent. ambitious views, but to make us andth^ 

•^taking notice, that, altho' the forts and cables, accorilrig 
** to the league, were delivered up into the poflcffion of 
<^ the French, (efpecially fach as had been ^refted during; 
*• their poffelfion thereof) yet that his ful^eds were noj: 
^'. to be exclqded from trade or free cominerce, in thofe 
f* regions that were GrU difcovered and poileired by his 
<* fubjeflts, did, with the advice of his council, by his let- 
^^ ters patentSjj dated May 1 1, 1633 — Grant unto SirLe^m 
*^ JST/Vif — -full privilcdge. not only cftr^de ^nd commerce 
**• in the riirer Canada (St, L^nureme fo called) and plac^ 
*^ on eithef fide adjacent, but alfo to plsitt colonies^ aod 
** build forts and bulwarks where they (hould think fit*^-^ 
And not only fOjt but the king and parliament, that faint 
year 1633, ratified and confirmed to the fubjefts of Briiaik 
five dfiierent grants they had made both ai Nova Scotim 
9nd Canada, in the years 162 1, 25, 27, 28, and 33,* 
inftead of ceding thofe countries to the French — ^For thefe 
reafons Cron^well took Ko'va Scotia from them ip 1651^ 
^nd maintained our right to it at the treaty of Weftminftcr 
in 165;. And altW they had a right to Nova Sicotim 
given them afterwards by the treaty of RreJa, yet they 
never had any to Canad^^ nor any part of it, but the tWQ 
f!a£es here mentioned. And if due enquiry is made, it will 
dppcar» that they have no juil right or titk to any other 
part of North America, nnlefs we allow ufurpation ao4 
«tocroachment to be a right. 

For thele reafons Queen Jnne maintained in a manifefto 

in 1 7 1 1 > ^erjujl and inconteflable rights and tftle^ to ail North, 

Amertco'^'^xcept a fart yielded to France'-'-^Mhich nuas held itA 

fief from the trovDtt of Britain^ and ought to r'evert to if,"^ 

f Scott •&» of ps]hn»at. Aim, 1^3, Cb, 3S» 
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^orld believe, that their claims arc very gfeat^j 
}f ever they come to be fettled. But of this we 
Biay pcrfiaps give a more particular account, 
when we coipc to trpat profeflfedly of. this 
ftibjea. 

All this extent of territory they hold merely. 
hj n^ans of a parcel of (trolling Indian tra- 
ders, that have rambled up and down thofe 
countries, becaufe they could not live at 
home 5 sind for that reafoq alope th^y pretend 
to claim fuch a vaft extent of this whole conti- 
nent. They have not above feventy or eighty 
tboufand people at moft in all their domini- 
ons in America, that they call Canada, with 
J4 or 15000 in Lowftana^ and of thpfe nin^. 
tenths and more are fettled within the compafs 
of about fixty leagues betwqen ^ebec and 
Montreal '9 whilft they pretend, by means of 
the reft, a parcel of Coureurs de Bols, as they 
call thcm> that are festered up and down the 

And the city of London, in the zzi article of their isllruc- 
ttotis to their repreleotatives in parliament, after the treaty 
of Utrecht^ ordered that enqairy he made^ «why t^e frfnch 
nvgte Uft in poj^ffim. (/Canada. 

There is a great change of affairs then in id. ihort a time. 
as fince the treaty of Utncht^ if the (French now claim zo 
parts in 25 of the whole continent of North Arnerica, who 
then bad only a right to thefe two places ; or at moft no 
farther than from the mouth of the river St. Lanxtrence. t(i 
Mmtrealy with fome fmall claim they may have about lake 
Sopcrior perhaps. 

■• WQftdsi 



/ 



r 201 1 

woods and defarts, and Jive a lawlefs fife 
among the favages, without any fettled abode 
or habitation, to claim and hold all this im- 
menfe extent of territory here defcribed. 

We have indeed hitherto difregarded thofe 
thcjr encroachments upon our territories in a 
manner that fome think highly blamable : but 
to tell' the truth, they have been fo very flen-^, 
der and infignificant for the n^oft part, thit 
they were hardly worth notice, ^tiil they came 
to be efpoufed and proteftefd by the French 
king. Their fettlements in all thole countries 
were no more than truck-houfes in the woods 
among the Indians, in order tq carry on a 
trade with the favages, built only for their 
fafety and refrefhment in palTing backwards and 
forwards, as they'themfelves have declared oil 
many occafions, and particularly at Niagara^ 
even in 17515 when they were ercding thdr 
prefent fort there. Upon thefe accounts their 
encroachments have been difregarded by u^ ; 
cfpccially as they feem to have a right by tJtie 
treaty of Utrecht to frequent thofe countries of 
the fix nations for trade, whilft they declare 
them by the fame treaty to btfuhjeti to the do- 

imnion of Great Britain^ Magna BritanjtU m^ 
;perio fuljeifas f. For thefe reafons few feem to 
have imagined, that the French would ever 

f Trsatji Vtrechty Art. 15, 
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claim all thofe countries by meaiis of a parce) 
of ft roiling and ftraggling traders, that were 
allowed to wandf r up and down in them ; al- 
tbough I muil own, I always fufpeded their 
dwfign to do it lome time or other. They tool^ 
'the opportunity to do it, when they thought 
Britain was reduced by the late eii^penlive war j 
?ind they will no doubt take every other oppor- 
tunity that offers to diftrefs us ftill more and 
more in America, if we allow them fuch a 
'power to do it. 

This they will never be without an oppor- 
*tunity to do whenever they think fit, fo long 
as that chain of forts qbove riientioned, with 
'which they have furrounded our colonies on 
all fides, is allowed to (land. Thcfe are fo 
Inany batteries eredled againft us, not only to 
deprive the nation of its juft rights, but to di- 
ftrefs and annoy us,whenever they have a mind. 
There they conilantly keep troops, ftores, and 
magazines of all warlike engines, and mufter 
' Iheir forces together : while our people mind 
nothing but planting, and are entirely de- 
fencelefs, open, and expofed every where. 

So long as we fufFer thefe or other French 
forts to be ereaed thus upon our frontiers, 
they will coft us much more than if we wqre 
to build ten times as many ourfelvcs, as we 
plainly fee from what has happened of late. 
They will even oblige us to do tl^at, if we lee 

6nly 
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toly Niagara and fort du ^^^ ftand, and we 
may be little the better for it after all perhaps* 
Our frontiers are not to be guarded without an 
incredible number of fohs, as will appear 
from confidering them : they extend from the 
mouth of the river St. Lawrence tp the bay of 
Mexico^ nigh three thoufand miles round by 
the mountains, in all which diftance we muft 
build forts at every pafs, to fecure our colo- 
nics only againft four fortifications of the 
French, to wit, ^ebec^ Crown-Pointy Nia^ 
garay and Fort du S^uejiie^ if we allow their 
prefent forts there to ftand. And when we 
build forts there^ it may be for no other pur- 
pofe perhaps, than thofe we have built, to let 
the French feize them. They keep ftand ing 
armies for that purpofe, and can at any time 
bring their whole force togerher, we fee, a- 
gainft any of our fettlements, while our force 
is always divided and difunited ; and fuch 
Standiug Armies as may be fufficient to oppofe 
the French are not only inconvenient in many 
refpedts, but this nation is perhaps unable to 
maintain armies fufficient for that purpofe. 

If we fuffer the French to fecure and fortify 
our frontiers in North America in the manner 
they have done, their forts there may coft this 
nation as much as the fortifications in Flanders 
have done, and the nation may be as little the 
better for it perhaps. It was thofe fortificatj-. 

B b 2 ons 



^ ons in I^Unders thac have brought this nation 
Siitooiuch an immehre debt, and ail its prefent 
f- difliGafrics and ineumbcrances, which it is 
'»-fo far from being likely to get rid of, or ever 
•Jtt>bcff6c from, that we fee a perpetual and 
> conftarttfourc^ of the- like catamaities, burdens 
irtd taJce^i from the fame French engines ercc- 

• ted evcry^ where on our frontiers in America, 

• and at our own doors, inftead ofthofe of our 

- neighbours^ 

What is ftill more provoking, all thofe 

- Frfench forts are ereftcd upon our own territo- 
ries. There is not one of all the French fofts 
in the lift of them above mentioned*, but 
what (land on territories belonging to Britain, 

r. if it had its juft rights ; except perhaps Cham- 
:• bit ^nd Montreal^ with thofe below them In 
Canada. Thefe forts are the French encroach- 
' men ts we hear of, which not only deprive this 
'nation of its undoubted rights, but at the fame 

- time diftrcfs and annoy it in the manner we f<fe, 
•and that by means of its oWn territories! — It is 

this that the ftafiort is fo provoked and alarm- 
ed at, and for fo good reafons. 

By thefe encroachments, and the chalh of 
'forts that the French have drawn round us, 
*^'ihejr cut us off from any accefs even^ to our 
"^bWiii terrtories, in all the ihtcribr parts i)f 
*Tf6l^th America \ — fedu're aH th^t cdntinehtto 
themfelvcs beyond this th«ir chftin,-^ iiklt^e 

?;;.3» Page 120. 
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' In their bounds all the vaft rcgiphs atboVe dt* 
' fcribed,—prefcribelaws> bounds ^nd limits, to 
Britain every where in its own territories,-— 
-and take juft as nfiuch of North America ds 
they think propel", or find convenient, — there- 
by enabling thcmfel^es to feiz6 as much mofc 
of it as they may at any other time think fit, 
—Ail thofe extenfive regions that they thus 
claim to themfclves they cannot indeed occu- 
py; but like the dog in the manger, they will 
allow no one clfe to do it, building forts it 
/ -everyplace that can exclude the Englifh from 
any acccfs to thehi, 

Thcfe their forts were the Real Arguments , 
they made ufe of to fettle our bounds and H- 
imits, when they put us off with their iham 
negotiations, and the frivolous pretences of 
their commiflaries. 

The confcquences of thefe things are mutJh 
' more threatening and alarming to Britain^ 
thkn many fcem to be aware of. We fee, 
the Indian natives of North America, who 
liave hitherto been under the dominion or 
power of Britain, are already obliged to throw 
-it ofF, and put themfelves under the protec- 
:-tion of the fuperiop power of the French ; and 
'- what is there to hinder the Britifti colonies 
' there to do the fame, if they had a mind for 
it ? --^Or how will they be able to withftarrd 
' cheunitcd force of both the French and Indi- 
ans 
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' MS of all that continenc againft tbem^ if they 
were ever fp intent upon doing it ? — Surely if 

.ibc French^ go on to increafe and ftrengthen 
ihenifelve^ only for a very few years longeri as 
^cy have don?, Gnce the treaty of Jix, they 
mud be abli^.tp command any^ or even all the 
Britifh colonies in N. America, and make 
them fubmit to their terms, whenever they 
plcafe, if they werie ever, fo inclinable to rcfufe 
ijlif m. To be fully convinced of this we need 
only confider what they have done already, 
.and that when they were no way prepared for 
it. If the French had taken a few years more 
to have prepared themfelves for the execution 
of their pr^fent defigns, they n)ight have been 
able in a very Ihort time to have made moft 
of our colonies fubmit to them •, and there is 
no doubt but they will be well prepared for 
.■chat very foon, unlefs Britain takes care to 
prevent it, .now when it may be done; 
^ which if they do not do now, they are Hkcly 
never to have it in their power to do hereafter. 
What fhall we think then of the opinion of 
vfome latDC or defigning politicians, who prc- 
^tend to tell us, that it is the intereft oi Britain 
•to allow Frxmcs a confiderable power ki 
^America, iq order to keep the Britjifh colonies 
.in fubjei^tion ! This isfurely the firft time thgc 
riny one cv.cr imagined it, t(f be the in-^ 
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fereft of Britain to aggnafkiize \th power af 
France. 

If we confidcr the ufe tbatrFrance has made 
of the power w:e have let hcf ufurpin America 
a^lready, it; is fprely a S\^fSl»^l:, warning. »> 
Britain never to let her Sajoy.any more there, 
-nor even to fecure' what ihe h^s yfurpeij* 
A very little more we may fee would tunvd^ ' 
balance in their favour, 5|nd deprive Britain 
of her colonies altogether^ which mull be the 
cafe fooner or later, if France is allowed to 
, enlarge .its power, and ftrengthen itfclf in 
' North America. Befides, it would certainly 
coft this nation ten times lefs- to fecure her co- 
lonies herfelf, than to let the French do it for 
her : and it it would coft fo much lefs, it would 
be done as much more fccurely by that means. 
If Britain wants a fecurity for the dependance 
of her colonies againft their growing power, 
Ihe will want it much more for the French 
having a power nigh it, that may be able to 
make them independent of Britain at leaft,. if 
fiot to make them fubmit entirely to France. 
This is the next game we may expedt to fee 
the French play •, if they cannot conquer the 
Britifli colonies, they will endeavour to make 
them independant, and thereby get the^rade 
of them ; which would have been the true in- 
tereft of France at prefcnt,. .much more than 

wh^t they have done, in the opinion ,of all 

whQ 
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who are well acquainted with the iffairs bf 
America. And if the French once have 'a 
power, cither In Europe or America, fuffici- 
'ent tO' make the Britilh colonies independan^, 
th^c is no one'Aat will doubt their mclinati- 
On to do it; and no' one can doubt their abi- 
lity to do it, if both their forces fliould at any 
time be joined together. To allow France a 
power in America then, is not only to increafe* 
their power in Europe, but it is a ready way, 
■ and fcems to be a certain way, to make Britain 
lofe her colonies altogether, and that perhaps 
very foon, either one way or another ; and to 
enable thofe colonies to throw ofF the Britifh 
yoke, whenever they have a mind. 

If thofe things are rightly confidered, pray, 
what objeftion is there to our taking ^ebec 
or New-OrleanSj or even both of them, if we 
were able to do it, as we might cafily be, if we 
would only endeavour at it ?— There is furely 
no other reafon againft this^ but that it might 
' diftrefs the French in the moft fenfiblc man- 
' x\cr ; if that can be called Reafon to Britain in 
Its prefent fituation '— But fuch Reafons we hear 
thrown out every day, either to countenance 
the private views and defigns of fome, to fup- 
port the ignorance of many, or the falfc noti- 
ons of others. ' 

If we expeft to put an end to this war in 
^ny reafonable time, or ever bring it to a 

a happy 
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happy cpnclufion, we fhould certainly pur- 
fue the moft vigorous meafures, while it is in 
our power to expeft fuccefs from them: and 
what other meafures can be called vigorous; 
but this ? It is for want of fuch vigorous mea- 
fpres, that the nation has fuftiined fuch lofles 
by the war ; and a continuance of fuch mek-* 
fures mull lay the foundation at leaft of the 16- 
tal lofs of its colonies altogether. Frantc in- 
deed gave this nation a peace in the laft \^aff 
and (he may do the fartie now, but with' thtB 
fame view, of accomp.lifhing -the iruiti of- 
the nation, by depriving It of its' colonic '$' 
which has been her purfliit ever fince the lafli 
war, and muft be much more fo hcreaftef j Utti 
lefs we put it out of her power now or nev^; 
And how we are to do that, btit by diftrefiing 
her in the moft fenfiblc manner we can in 
America, I cannot fee. .. 

Thefe are fome few of the confequences of 
the French encroachments in North Artuftrica; 
and the dilemma that Britain is brought into 
by them. But there are ftill others that are 
more grievous. If the French are allowed tm 
fettle and fortify themfelves on the frontiers of 
the Britifli dominions in the manner they hate 
done, this nation need never cxpeft to be free 
from conftant difturbances from them , as wefliail 
(how more particularly below : this is a.maC'- 
ter of ferious confideration, that deferves to he 
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imorp particularly inquired into ; and for that 
reafon we (hall dp it by itrelf, from matters of 
fafl:, and paft experience, the fureft way tQ 
form a right judgment of things. 

To remedy aQid jirevent all thdfe evils, an3 
the many bad confequences of them, we fee 
np other way but for this nation to fecure it- 
felf a good BARRIER in North America, 
againft the conftant encroachments and inva- 
fions of the French, T^cy have feen the ufe 
^d ncceflity of fuch a Barrier for their neigh-» 
bours, in a like fiiuation with them, and have; 
laid put immenfe fums tp obtain one forthem,, 
but fccm never tq have thought of a bj^rrier for 
themfelvcs, when they have perhaps rather 
more occafion for fuch a one, by being upon the 
fame continent and in the neigbourhood of the 
French ; who are perpetually employed in mi- 
litary and warhke operations, whenever they 
fee the kaft advantage to be reaped from them, 
Tp point out fuch a proper boundary between 
the two nations iq North America, is the chief 
defign of this difcourfe ^ ffom which it will 
appear, that the only idSt Barrier we can have 
there, either to curb the growing power, or 
conftant encroachments and invafions, both 
of the French and Indi^ns^ is the river Stn 
Laurence ixom its mouth to its fourc.e„, aafj 
the Great Lakes that empty themfelvea i^to it, 
Thefe are not only ;h^ juft and equitable 

bounds 
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bounds that we ougnt to confine the^FrencH 
to, for our own fafety and fccurity, tut we 
ought likewife to do it for the f^e of Jujiice. 
They never had any juft claims or pretenfions 
whatever beyond thefe bounds, but what we 
once imprudently gave them in Nova Scotia^ 
or what they havefinceufurpedby fraudorforce, 
as we fhali more fully fhow perhaps another 
time * : and chefe are the only bounds th^t are 
ever likely to preferve the peace betweea- the 
two nations, in America at lead, as will fuf'- 
iiciently appear from what is faid in the next 
ie£i:ion, and account of Nova Scotia. 

The ufe and advantage . of fuch a barrier to 
this nation in N. America muft abundantly 
appear to all, who confider the fatal eflfccas of 
neglefting it fo long^ and the many inconve- 
niencies, iofies and misfortunes, this nation 
now fuflains merely on that account. It was 
for this juft boundary, and fuch a proper 

• I do' not defcend to particulars here, but only confi- 
der the advahtage of the lakes as a barrier in general. 
But if we give up the Fennfula of the Ltikesy or Beanter' 
Cimntry of the fix nations above 'deftribed, we ihall not 
only lofe a great influence over thofe people^ and fuffec 
the French to fettle clofe upon us at lake Erie and Niaga* 
ra^ but the nation will lofe that its juft right and claim.—- 
This country then fliOnld be left for the pOor Indians io 
whom it belongs, who get their lively hood chiefly from 
iXf and have dearly learned it by the many bloody waxt 
they luwe ikftained to. conquer and preferve it. 
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Yafct jr and feturity for her colomes, ' that the 
Tniatibh ' cftg*age(i in this prefent war : and by 
'haWhg this dccafioh of the war in view, it 
ftizj'pdi^p^ poih't out the proper method of 
iflrfylhg it on to^urpofe, and erf obtjuning the 
iflcfired end frdm' it, 
■ Tfas'nMefTity of fooh a barrier for ourcok^ 

'^i«s i^lt ftill farther a!^ar, from the Jofs of 
^the ttiAy barrier webave hitherto had for them. 
:if ' we h^ back into the hiftory of our cok)^ 
ididSt afki th^fe ^ the French, we ihatl find, 
tkM our oolofiies hare not derived the peace 
and quiet, iafety and Security, they bavchiiberto 
ic^joyeds from the number of their men, and 
fat* left from their traution and vigilance, or 
the care that has been taken of thertj by Bri- 
taifi, but from the Indians in alliance with 
fchim, aad particaiariy the Six Nations ^ who 
t»re fi^uated between the French and us, upon 
i;he fe^rders of both nations, and have been fe 
a manner the fafeguard and only barrier of 
our colonies ever fince they were fettled, parti- 
cularly again ft the French. Thefe people were 
^ canQiant war with the French and their 
confederates^ for nigh a hundred -yeai*s dfter 
they fettled in Canada; and atmoft drove them 
.out of that country again and again ; whSfi: 
$hc)r«were at the fame time co&ftaat and faith- 
ifu]i friends and allies ro^ the Englilh, and always 
cfpoufed tfbcir cau'fe, bpib againft the French 

and 



["3 1 

«nd the other Indian natives. It was this thit 

has hitherto prevented the French from extend- 
ing themfelves, or encreafing in numbers in 
North America •, whilft it afforded an oppor- 
tunity to us to carry on our.fcttlements with 
fafety and fecurity. But the cafe is quite 
altered now : the French are now becomd too 
Tiumerous for thofc Indians, and have them at 
their mercy, efpeciaily fince we have iRjflFercd 
ihem td overrun their country ; by which th^ 
daily fail off from us, and arc obFiged to do it 
for their own fafety. If the French thdft in 
Korth America are joined by rhe Indians, in- 
ftead of beiflg oppofed by them, as they have 
hitherto been, it will make a very great dif- 
ference in the fituation of our affairs there. 
Add to this •, the French have now joined their 
two colonies of Canada and Louifiana together, 
and can at any time mufter up all their own 
force, as well as that of their allies, at any one 
place they think proper, which they never 
could do before. It is this that has made 
them become fo powerful in North America 
all of a fudden, before any one feems to have 
fufpeded it. Or would believe it. This makes 
it high time and highly neceffary for us, ta 
look out for Tome fafe und fecure Barrier for 
bur colonies, againft the inroads and invafions 
both of the Ijrench and Indians •, who have 
comftiitted 4'<^11aughters there of late, when 

the 
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the Sisc Nations were no longer able or willing 
to prevent it, as they have formerly done. 

But the Englifh nation feems to have aded 
all along in • North America, as they do in 
Britain, where they are furrouhded on all hands 
by the fea, and have their wooden walls to 
proteft them. Butfurely the cafe is very dif- 
ferent -on the continent of America, wherf 
they are furrounded every where by forts ana 
garrifons, the well known engines of their de- 
clared enemy, inftead of being protedred by 
tbeir own element, as they call it. In fuch a 

ficuation it is highly neceflary to look out for 
fome other fecurity for themfelves, than wooden 
wallsy at thedillanceof thoufands of milesl But 
we fee no other fecurity for our colonies ia 
North America, but the barrier abovcmen- 
tioned ; without which they muft be open and 
expofcd on all fides, as they have hitherto been. 
Let us only fee, what the French themfelves 
fay to this, and learn from an enemy, *' The 
*^ Englifti, fay they, take very little precaution 
** to guard their colonies from a furprize, or 
*' an attack of their neighbours : infomuch 
«* that, if the French had as much conftancy, 
*' and took as proper meafures to iecure their 
«« conquefts in America (which they art now 
aiming at) as they Ihow boldncfe.and ifitrepU . 
*' dity in making them, the crown of England. 
•* HXiOiild not hold one inch of land perhaps on all 

*' the continent of North America."^ 
* Charlevoix Tom. III. p. tjx). 

SECT, V, 
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^be fatal iff e Sis of fuffering the French to feifh^ 
on our frontiers in North America^ the €aufg$^ 
of the prefent "u^ar^ 
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IF the French ar? fuffered to tranfg?efs the* 
bounds abovementioned, snd fettle any 
\^here in Nova Scotia^ or to the fouthward of 
the river 5/. Latvrence^ and of the Great Lakes ^ 
they will then be intermixed with our people^ 
and in one and the fame country with thetn, 
cxpofed to the conftant refentments, infults,. 
and encroachments of each other ; the confe-^ 
quences of which we need not tell, but may. 
fufEciently learn from paft experience, and fee 
enough of its bad cfFefts, now before our eyes^. 
never to fufFer it again. It was to this that 
the prefent war was entirely owingj and how 
many fuch wars may it not occafion ? When 
ever the two nations have been thus intermixed 
together in the fame countries, in any parts ot 
America, even akho* their refpeftive bounds 
and limits have been prefcribed and chalked 
out -fo them, but without any bounds of 
feparatlon that may keep them afundcr 
and= av^'diftance from one another, there 
Jias bedh nothing but a perpetual war- 
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fare between them, with rapine and plundei', 
murder and bloodfhed, and all the alarms and 
difafters of war perpetually on both fides : 
and bow much more is this likdy^ to be the 
cafe in North America, where their bounds 
and limits are ft ill undetermined, and where 
they have fo many conftant broils and difputes 
about tbem alone. 

This we may fufficiently learn from what 
has already happened over and over again, 
when the two nations were in joint pofleflion 
cS New-fiundlofd^ Hudfoifs Bay, and theldand 
of St. CbriftcpberSf with Neva Scotia and New^ 
En^and. They were then at perpetual va- 
riances with conftant alarms and dtfturbaneeSs 
to their mother countries, in the fame manner 
as they have been ever fincc the treaty of Aix 
laCbaptUe-s and that merely from fufiering 
the French co^ranrgrefs the bounds iiere men- 
tioned, and to intermix with our people on 
the fouth fides of the river St, Laurencey and 
of the Qxt^tLahs. 

This has been particularly taken notice of 
long ago by one of thek; uation likewife^ a 
grave and ierious writer, on the afiairs of Ame^ 
rtca too, who has given us a lon^ detail of no 
k& than fifteen different •* reafons to prove\ iBai 
♦' // h impoSibkfor the ty;o n^^tions^ thf PfepcB 
^^ and Enghjhy to live in peace^^'* Thefe are 

^ Rsufox^^ <ioi prouvent, ^u'il eft impoflible ^de fcis 
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his words, and that in the ye^r 1670, and they 
have proved very true, I think, ever fince. 
But if there were fuch reafons fi\bfifting then, 
alas ! how many more cogent ones arc there 
now ? Their many diflferent claims and pre- 
tenfions, that are fo repugnant to one another, 
their old hatreds and animofities, clafhing in- 
terefts, and jarring difpuces, that have been 
fufFered to run on fo long without bqiag dccir 
ded, can never but make them come by the 
ears together, if they are thus fufiered to be 
within conftant reach of one another, or rather 
daily at one anothers doors ; as they muft be, 
if the French fettle any where to the fouthward 
of the river St, Lawrence^ or the Lakes ; unlefs 
we give up the whole continent to them. 

This I believe might be fafcly faid of both 
the nations even here in Europe, hupoane or 
polite, or whatever clfe they may reckon them-^ 
fclves 5 but in America there are more frequent 

deux nations, Francoife Sc i^ngloife, pnif&nt vivre en 
paiv. 

I. La baine eft telle entrc ces deux natioos, & ijs font 
fi animez I'une contre l*au're» & paiticulieremeiit la nation 
Angtoife, quieftaUiere& ergueilleufe naturellement, Si qui 
ajant toujoui-s ede batue dcs Francois d ns Sainte Chrill- 
ophle, ne pourra jamais edre contcntc qu*elle ne fe foit 
vicngee d'one fa9on on d*une autre. Les Francois, qui ne 
fiinC pas fort endurant, fe voyant morguez k injuriez par 
left Anglois felon leur couilume, Sc fe trouvant obligez de 
rendre ce qu*tls ne croyoient apparemment devoir faire» 
auront infaillihUment piine de fe contenir, &€. Du I'erire 
Hift. dcs Ant-lflcs, Tom. IV- P- 355. 
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and prevailing reafons, not only for reprefen- 
tacion»s knd rcmonftranccs, but for more open 
hoftiliti^s between them. 
' It isitreH known, that the French' -air bv^' 
N. Art\erkiL fubfift in a manrter entirely upon 
a trade with the Indiafts, fer which they are 
obliged to ramble arid ftroll all over that con- 
tinent almoft, in the manttef they do/ and id 
Kve with tliefavages,iftt>ttinhabited woods and 
uncultivated defarts, without rule or ordert 
or even th* tonimon Jaws of human Ibcicty 
among eiviHiced peopled. Such furely are 
the Coiireurs des BoiSj Bujhhfers^ and others 
who make great part of the people oiCdnada^ 
cfpecially upon their frontiers and ours. By 
thisT they are bred up and inuiied to ill the 
barbarous mianners arid tuftoiUs of the faViages, 
and even ftudy to Tollo#^ many of theni ; as 
they fitccflarily muftj in 6Wer to g^ih thciiF 
intcreft aHd alliartce. OrtC cuftom ife not6i96u's^ 
among thofe favages, arid feems to be thei? 
mod prevailing policy and paflion, that is, to 
expell and extirpate all that are within reach 
of them, under pretertte, they tell us, of prfe- 
fervi'ng their game ott ^hich they 'fubfift*.^ 
Hence they are never once at peace wrththdr 
neighbours, but declare war for killing a deer 
or a beaver, for the lofs of a friend ih^fbrtner' 
wars, for the reveries of a dream, oranyfuch 
frivolous conceits 5 and the French muft affift 

them 
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them in it, or quit their country. ..Guftoms 

like thefe furcly alter the very nature of men, 
as well as the genius of nations^ and makes 
the French, who delight fo much in arms and 
conquefts every wherc,^ defended and fecured 
by their forts and garrifpns, as th^y are here, 
while, we are every where open apd c^pofcd, fo 
yeiry rpady on all occafions to take up the 
hatQhet, ^ as they call It, and pillage 4 de^ 
fencclcfs people, whpip they efteeni rich Jikcr 
wife and worth plundcri^i^g; while chey have 
the grcateft occaGon for fuch plunder, indir 
gent^ neceiTitous, and n^ked as theyare in Ca* 
nada. " ■ ^. ■ . 

It was from thefe; miotives, and by thefe 
prs^dlifes, thatthey^vc pccafion to fhediftur- 
bances that more imfK^dlately occafion^d the 
prcfent war.— 1: ^m well affured by. a neutral 
perfpn of neithcf .nation, who was a long 
while among the frengh in Canada during the 
late war, that the trcaxy of /iix was no fooner 
^gned, ,than the Ffench there breathed after 
nqthing lefs than to h^v? the pillaging and 
plundering of the Englifb plantations^ that 
they had got amongft in the war ; for. which, 
th^y were conilantly fpiriting up their people 
an/d Ijodi^Qs, with the hopes of both riches ^nd 
glory by it, 

. , l^Qjw well were they encouraged in thefe 
deGgns, by the governor of Canada fend- 
ing five hundred men under Mr« dlerm^ 
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to tak6 pofTtfCon of the river OMo^ znd drivre 
our people from it ; ai^d that in the fpring of 
the year ' 1 749* juft as they bad £gned the 
treaty at Jix\ by which thcyexprclly ftipth- 
iate not to fettle any parts jof America, that 
were in difpute betwten the two nationa, .and 
coufcquently none of thofe furely that were at 
re^yand had been for fome'i time fettled by ps. 
: When they were drove f^rom this j^y oujr 
Indians there, the . very, people that hftyft 
fince.beAn obliged to JoLin them, an^ have 
dpi);C us fo nouch mifchief, they tranfporced a)l 
fth^ people they could to Niagara^ le DefrpU^ 
and the fouth fides oi Lake Erie ; gave gi^ 
cpcourae^ments to all th^t would fettle there ; 
feized -iiit moft convenient places and itrong 
;holdy in the country ; ^d foon over-raa 
a great part of it. AU,this furely was with a 
Tievit to'fecure. the Mpvtr Ohio^ and make 
their way good there, the next time th^y 
canw to itj as any one might eafi?y have fore- 
men. 

Whep they had done this, they began to 
commit hoftilities upon our pepple every where 
They began firft with plundering and pillaging 
our Indian traders,whereverthey piet with them 5 
ieizcdJfeve^al of them by force of, arnis, con- 
fined tbe^ in prifon there, and fent them to 
..France as they do prifoners of war ; laying a 
premiuqi upon the heads of others^ and threat* 

cning 
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emog deftru£i:ion to all the Engliih thjato&r^* 

cd to come among the Indians. \ ' < 

. With this they attacked an^ bun^tpucf^rc at 

PuikawiUany upon the river Miamis ini 1751^ 

roafting our people aliyethatw^eid ityinthe 

barbarous and inhuiniafi manner of; the CanoM^ 

Mszvid ravages^, . Ail this was done.it) xipeii 

violation, not only of the treaty of -/Hiw, but 

of the treaty 6^ .Utrecht like wife, by Which 

both nations.^are; to' enj oy fuUlibwtycf fret^ 

^uenting tboje cofintries for thefahof^r^e. 

Thefe were their praftices upon the Litkes^ 

and in the confines of the river Obii>^ ixoia 

the year 1 7431 to. 1 752. At the fame time it 

is well known what, difturbance they gave our 
people in Nova Scoftd^ who cibuld hardly^ ftir 

out of doors without danger of bleing Icalpcd 
by the Indians thar were fet on, and headed 
by the French ; and how they feized and for- 
tified CbiegneSto^ Bay Verte^ and the fiver St. 
JoWs^ in order pot only to annoy arid diftrefs 
us in this manner, but to fecure the country. 

In New- England and New-Tork their pro- 
ceedings were more infufFerable. They feiz- 
ed fome people in New -Engldndy and fold thcni 
for flaves in their iflands, as I have been told. 
Arid it is certain, that they apprehended Ibnie 
tif our people in New-Tork^ about their law- 
ful bufincfs within their fettlements, refufing 
in* a moft infolerit manner, to deliver them up, 
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Mil tKe}[^mpttd the comtnori price of flavet 
forthem. 

i Their replies to our pcpionftrances about 
thpfe things w^ perhaps more inlblent and 
infafiefible than even ^ ^difeds themielves ; 
and in efi^£t feemed not'opjy to vindicate and 
€oiintenaiioi( thofe proceedings hut to threaterr 
with qpcH^iiachyi if we did not fit quiet witK^' 
^lefe ; ^q]9{!puld s^ppc^ frofb.the noted letter 
of the governor of Canada to the governor of 
New^Y'ovk, hi aniVrer to thefe our tromplaiiitSy 
daintAfite Montreal Aug. k>^ 1751. 

*Whap we put up with, thefe afironts and 
ajbuf^ior itle^&ke 1^ peaoe^ diry ieem to have 
thoujgjbt ibCY mig^t do^^ny ihFng they pleafedF 
w^ us« nr- For: this reafim they came with an 
arcnyo£i!«ibOt fupported.by at train of artiUery» 
to take pofleflion of the. river Ohio i fortified 
thfiOQDfelvM. Oft Btffalo \oT Beef Bsveri. drove 
our people from their fettlements at Venango ^ 

and took a fort we had nisjh that place, 
wiw fifty n^ in it^ .fcizfld wr fort jit. the 
forks of K^Ohh^ iince known by the name 
of fow da '^efne i marchi^^out from thence 
additt^Bcfh^ bur people at the jgire^t meadow^', 

g8g?ti!W««^ fc^^- asinfimes,otppei> >?(}«; ^. I 
and all .this in time of peace as they ciAhit.7j^ 
Bbt fur efjr an open war was dcclatcd 1by^lW^\ 
French ifi Aihcrfea froffi tWir firft iSVadftg^ * 

the 



[ 223 3^ 

the river Ohio in 1753, as itiuch as it was in 
Europe by inviidirig JMSnorca i zi^f^ more 
by thcfc hoftilities. " ; \ ^ 

All this was done, you may fayi ooly by ^; 
party of ragamiifiians in Canada : Imt'ifan any- 
one fiippolc, that It was done without the con- 
nivance and cbncftfrrctfce of the "court o^ 
France ? — Had they*^hot niany troops of the 
French king's with t^m^, and didh6the feh4 
a: fleet of fhips with numbers of troops to fup* 
port them ? 

All thofe proceecKilgs theFi*neh in Aincri-' 
Ca are conftantty encouraged m by '&eir 'gc^*' 
viemors, prompted^'to by their tlei^' *, 
and fupported ti^ ^e Crown bf^nc^"; as' 
they always will bei^^^fo long fli thdt orown 
fees the vaft territories, encreafe of trade and 
comfiierce, and excepfive power* and domini*. 
oft, it muft gain thcrebyl /: >nv'; 

We fee theii frtnin lall thefif iAl^ifoos, and 
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^ Their clergy not only endeavour to fecnre all thoTe 
Indian countries* murder lo make the natives cat)K)licst 
or rather to gain tkeir infereft and allegiands to the crotra*' 
of France ; but ihey have a oonfiderable'elbite at Msn^ \ 
tre^ which is prodigiouifly encreafed by. ail the inde of. 
thofe inland parts centering at M>is place, wh/ere they have 
a tax upon it. For thefe reafons the clergy of France an 
confiiot advocates for the people of Canada, '43H ihiiienice' 
I the ootm in their beludf. llliere is no wondef 'then io 
fee the f rench colonies thrive, and aver-nin?ciics [in the: •■ 
jnaa^er they doj. when Uiey have both ^ c^cbjaad^^ 
ftate iro cncoarage^apd fpMor^ thcxnj. t?fBPcidly if our ,1 
colonies ire deprived of the uke aids, 

•.-ny 
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i;iaii]F ot^r.s that might, be produced,, faow 

imlikf^ly if not impoffible it is, ever, to £xpcdb 
4 ^PCWfi peace from the French in America, if 
We::^lftW.tbem to tranigrds .the bounds fe^re 
mentioned, andto intermix vnth our people on 
the r^iiM^i fide of the river Sf. Lawrence^ x>r tke 
^;pilkl^hi\ finc^ all the diHurbances herd^ 
I9e^(^0inied Jiave proceeded entirely frbihi 
d^tt cjiulie*' This very ai^guincnt i%^ mSde 
i^ t>f r'by^ the ' French kitig him&lf jn Ms t^ ^ 
fwer to a: memorial fern from England, JtlrnV 
ijpitt* art.j. wd is fo far infifted on by him^ 
tWibcfeems thereby i;cx* have gained the Ible 
pQ0ilffionf of the ifland ofCapeBreidn^ bead 
hcdbferv'JBtj.JSxpertenee 6ds' made it toi kiil 
flie^ thSrU iom impofibU Ta fr^eferviihe f^^ce 
if^iidce$i"^jfejfiii' in cmmm^ hf the French dki' 
lEsif^h&tiiati^ns : whtcH litt tlierirfteribr parts 
of North AuMsrica muft bei if ehfe French* iref * 
fulRred: to pa& over thefe dieii^ oniy jbft^nd^ 
lawfutbcmildl bere ini^ntidMd:^ : ^ 

■Th^tafenii this rtMe^reiloh fee ^hemfelVttr^ 
iriferfbr:-«o;^ thtvEnglifc^ V "America^ Vhfch" 
theyfccili dctcranndd not.tam^w of, ai rtlcV* 
koDw ihesr iapbriority in £urb^« Thi^' nM%s 

[ thkm, watch&l of every qppcwtunity to cinitfbiii* 
vent the EngliQi, and to deprive them 'of>lt|c*f* J 
juft rights and daims.*^ The worelrtfc?iW'1!Hl^ 

I ai€» the more ' impatient th^y^* -are^ %<f ftr^ggvP' 
cnriiecaieLves, and' weaken us«-4ti/W^' VfAk'l 
cbit brought on the preifent war, the firf): .we 

have 
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hwc had with tHcm about our colomiisV hM\t 

kixotJikcljr to be Ae >*aflfej if wc allbtir thcrtr 
to Jcitk' ' i^pon our- frontiers, and jpibiblifii 
theiiDfei ves in thofe extenfive cotmtries^- thar 
litfTOUfid pur colonies iOa all (ides. i -* 

; If aay defire or expeS: a peace then; fMtii the 
French, in America at leafl:, andfarmbmta 
pi^ctve thofe extenfive realms to thecrovm 
pf Britain, let them infift upon tJie i?i5J^>*»* Wfe" 
pffc^^Tt «a the only" fecanty for it(^ tottiehtrift 
whMcver peace tbef may m^i: will in alf- 
appearance be like the reft they ha^naadd^^ 
only atruce to recruiis^ir force, andta^tbdie? 
vigorous prepai^ation for 4 neVr^and morp1^«|v^ 
dly warr^ — Let all thea*who>defire wotbWrterf 
fee this nation enjoy 'tlie fruits and Ueifflsgs*^^ 
pe4cey: after f0 ma^y : expertfivr Sraifs; fcidtet 
out for fome ways a^d means tapreferite krv- 
otherwife then* defu^esi^andtindeafoilrt'ifrd 
likely 'to be atteisded mith^ nobeqcer fbecefii 
than they have hltbertq been* But tfao:^ is mr 
oth^fejQuritylbr a peadbitom the French^tiilih 
tor fes 'i(vell frtpcHdfor^€(T\ which we Ihatt ; 
jM^vQT fcc, fo lon^ AS our cobnies are ail openy' 
nslk^ defelficeleis, and expofed to themtm 
all.^dcs; which was plainly cb^occaiibnoP^* 
tht:;|Kefent-war..^ '^' - ' •*'!? '-^'v*' 

Iftfwas nor totncourage and far lefs tb^ffdJ ■ 
loDgt:^!^: Vi^ar^- that we have been at "^this.r 
p^l tn/«rptefciK oiir fituatioD in Amftjrat-> 
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Biit it wal witli hopes bf being put iii fuch a 
iicuacion by tt, as to obtain a firm and laftin^ 
peace from it ; to which' this confideratidh o^ 
fomie fecority for our frbntiers h the hift it 
not the only preparative, hs it Was fdiftly iH* 
oniy feffeftual way to hdve prefet^td it beWw, 
iiJir to do ft hereafter. i.^a- 

t' ■ ■ • ■ . . • ',. . \ ■' , ... ■•«.'.•/!. 

»i«y**' ' "J < ■ ^ I I II 'II I * 

j2 Mif'^frfh& tv 'the- PrukbvinSta^m ^fibem 

f TJE.R thcabpT?? account, of. tl^ gror, 
cceedings of the Jffrcnch in Amcric^ if, 

not be improper to take /omQ fipMf? 

%f thoif ^vindicatioo idf thenit as contanne^ 

ki ^ menaoriai on jJusf^bjeft prefeQte4,t% 

laft ^eir by the couit pf .Francc> to ^li tbp 

courts of Europe^ y efpecifiriy as t^t fjp^m^fdfl 

has not yet been anfwjBied t?y any tbat^I k^9|r 

of^ andhas lately be^ ^apjQ^fed ipto^g^^, 

with a fecming commepdapon of it. ,. . . , ,^ 

in this mcnoorial t^Jf endcavpur,^to ftovf^ 

that thc£ngliO>.b^vc been ?hc aggpsfli^/vS gy^cay 

where in America^ 4ndxhereby^he^tbQP[j^^ 

'^the 4>Def^t war. . J[^, P^ ^ke out tUs^t^jf en- 

4^eavour to puzzle th'ecaufe, and.^, 

. the truthi^.by a recital of 'nuniber&,of ,^^^^. 

incidents, that m^ be true in thtunfclv^^ byt 

, • Mcmoirc Contcnani ]f prech id ?aiS,* 1 756^ '^ * 

have 




i]aye little or no relation to the goint iq quef- 
tion.and arc fo blended with manifeft falftf- 
Boods, that it is difficult to difcern and dif- 
tinguiih what may be true in their accounts^» 
from what ii falfe i in the fame manner as tHe^ 
have done in the memorials of their comniiK 
faries. But to come to the point, and to cut 
off all fupurQuoqs arguments, we fhall fihd 
that there are but diree things that relate to 
thepurpofe in all this volume in quarto. 

I. Thefirft is; they ftipppfeall the inhabi- 
tants of Nova Scoiia that were of French ex- 
(ra^i^ion to be French fubj^fts. Th7s they ti^e 
for granted, without ever offering to pro^^clt, 
altho' the whole of all that they affert relating 
to Nova Scotia diepends upon it. The reft is 
only a recital of fads relating to the treatment 
of thofe French inhabitants of Nova Scotia by 
both nations j which might have been juft 
enough on the fide of France, if they had 
been French fubjeds \ but as it is, their pro- 
ceedings were more unwarrantable and infolent 
on account of this their nM>tive ibr theno, a& 
they own it to be, than from any thing elfq 
tliat could well be alledged. 

Thefirft fa(5t they mention relating to- Neva 
Scotia^ which they own and openly avow, i8|^ 
tH^t they ffent a party of troops there in .i 740^ 
immediately after the treaty of Jh' la'^ CAfl- 
felle^ to encourage and fbpport the inhabitants 

E e a againft 
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i^&»ftiUie crown of Britain.* This wi>i(i 
fa^to feod trooprtD eflcourage the BrftiAr 
iibjcfiksDo rebdl» tod refift their princr^ind 
ioffcmgni than which nothmgxaafie a greater 
ih)uftice; injary» or indtgmcy to any hadoit: 

All the inhabitants of Nova Scotia, of ^ItfhateVer 
Mtibdror extraction, ^ wrrd * well ;kodwn to^all 
the A!orld ^to b^ Brltiih fuh)e6tst 9nd toM¥« 
fived asfucb^imder the gover0meot of Briujj^i^ 
ever ficicerthe treaty ofUfreehf* -^ rr 

I . This is not only fo well-known, that 410 one 
ever doub^edof it, but We have the mp(t pc^ 
iitive and authentic proofs of it, that coui4 be 
dcfired^**^ When Neva Scotia was reftor^ q» 
Britain by the treaty ol Utrecht, it was ftipu- 
lated by the XlViharticleof that treaty, by his 
, tnbft chriftian majeftjr,: that 1^^ the fMbje^s of 
V^ the ffl^d 'iking nnay have liberty to ren\oyc{ 
f^ them&ives within a yeat to^ any other.plape^ 
^^ as they Ibould think fit, together with^^ 
^^ their moveable eSefbs": JbMtthofewho wqcb 

•"■■•.' '■ 'd-A 

* lis s*etoient adreilfcs ao.Cointe iela Gahjfivlfrfiy^u 

pour lei rairurer, leur avoit et)^6]j^e un ofiicier ave^W]^ 

ticdeuchemcDi de ibldats ^ d4 ttoilicti^du. Qaiildl. il^ 

ThU firft-ftepof Jlfr. GalffanUra^ tj) f^fr8<?v*^*|.,9jYJ? 
govcrntqent of Canada, and thV I'ml^ ndttce^he cdun of 
Btitain cook of it, fcems to iiavc VohH'at6! liim'iif albn^ 
hi thp(e dirpntes, iind t6 l^ine ^ade^MM tHe^^tactAdiivjr 
xhax has b]Ougi^toaall4br(edi](la(hanMr$ !i)C(we^{Kd^tivi:t 

** willing 
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^Willing to remain dt^re^ atutjo hfu^eAijk 
•• tbelinidom nf, Greai Britnitr^ arc Jto ttqt/f 
**'thc frcfe-cxerdfe of rhchr religion, acctt^ih^ 
•* to-tlic ulagc of the church of^«i»i^ aafar 
**as the kTiVScf Great Britain do alkwihi 

^fam€^ . : ♦..; .; 

'In pnrfuance of tkis^the inhabitants of NiH 
i^X Scotia being fumni^ned by proper offictra 
ajppointed for that purpdfe by the cibwnr xtf 
Britain and Franciie, ' fevera) oftbemncfaofe t9 
^uft thecountr]^ and thdr pofl^fllons^ and virere 
trtefported to Cape Breton, thereby acknow* 
feilging ^he country to be transferred ta Grra* 
t^ifain ; while oth^&remaihed io^Nbva 'ScvHa^ 
who took and fubfCribeid an oath tf ^egbnift 
tpW majt^fty C^uien? Atine: ^^''' .' • ; ' J 
■ At the accciriOft'of King George the Ifti 
hFsTfiajefty w!as proclatmgd in jiHtht principal 
parts of Niva S<otid ifir Hke manner as iiijiis tithtt 
dominibns, arid'the'inhatoitUnts ofthorcoBn- 
fty, both Prendi arid Etiglllh, ' took .and fob- 
(cribed an oath of fupr^macy and allegiance to 
hjts Cud ftiajefty as jheir Tawful fovercigti, in 
tbt nu>ntha of Marc^^ and Apfil, 1715I 
They did the fame to his prefent moft gca? 
itbus ^majefly George iTd, m ba6bei* ijij\ 
All. this was done over the whole .country; 
where: ihere were any inha!Utants,« particular!^ 
at Amfapolh, Mmasj €bUpu£^^!iL^^hnU Mi^ 
vtr^ Ptpehfcot^ &^« the very places that are 
>^ . ' contcfted 

t 



lOfKefted by the Freoch : all which we hav4 
tathcntic proofii of from the public records -^ 
ihdft tranfaftions in the Plantacioa- office** 'V 
T After, this Vhat could poffibly juftify th* 
court of l^rance in fending troops and offieefs 
among thofe Britifh fubjcds, to malce them 
jeftft ch^r lawful fovcreign ? . They thereby 
claim tipt only the territories of Great Britiiii^ 
feniit it j f Utjj'eas likewife ! We bad indeed Vex^ 
much lieglefted'thofe our territories and faG^ 
|c£^ both/ and the mild ^;ovtmment of Britain 

allowed' diem to do in a manner whar che)r 
|deafed » bu€ that was no .reafom why thtey 
ftould belong to France, altho' it was the reo^ 
fon that made the French claim them. ^ 

' Notwithftandtng this they jM'etend to blam^ 
fhe court ^ Britain for making xnnovaiioQ% 
» they call them» in the territories in difputs| 
contrary to treaties. But what « innoy atioa is 
to compare to this, die Frenoh king^s fending 
troops and officers to comoi^nd in Nova Scm 
tia» and to build forts in that country ? Nexihar 
pf which ir is 'well known he ever once t^ 
there liiice the treaty of U^reeht ^ altho' thpr^ 
is no doubt but he would hayc; Jhad many 4if 
both, if he.bad had the lead: -.^gbt oj poctenh 
£ons to the country : white on the pthei hann 
^governor has conftancly bceg j^ppcdnted o!r^ 

I . ■ . ^ .- • ^ , ■" i T " "i • T - -^ . 

: ,* Vid. A fair roprefcntation af Ks'lnajcfty's nght*m 
i<fova$cotia»:pag^ j^«'^^3« . - ^ ^ >/ 

Nova 
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K<9^va Scotia by the crown of Briuiii^, ^^^ if 
Cl^uiicil and pfitpcri^Iicers iiiide9hiin» who ba^ 
e^neiftd' a jurifdiAkxaovertiiac wlk^ c0MliH 
^eva-fincb it was reftoired ee B^katti by^tiiii 
Itowcy of Utrochtf as is well kAOMra ta alL. v 
«-£7en i;heFrcndi, officers flMn&iveB^ pax^ 
ticttlariy tht iCbeu alter ia^€§ff$t^ :thi. Freilcil 
coounaoidant m^Clntgneffa^ jdid.n0t jdifpucc dil 
8n^(h light? ijq ithac places faijc.owiied)it iOi ^ 
wicfain the boofkdit)f .€falit.Bridih..(}<^io^^ 
f ar^6ilarly to.^dr x^oenahat ivfci^iibr^ there 
l9ifikta|nnn4H9ii.to.^etirB9 at a^^arfrGixiy^Aci^ 
iiiiiiiJJaof Ajwtt^jtgdr i<|[50i *fe^wi9 opty^tSw^ 
to protcd and ^ttpportithbi Iiidia8Ab«4i6i j^ji4» 
IfctSrajblbHadii^tthijr riiB< f i3i^ 4f«firi^^f# 
boilintlieir ibft;^ 4iMr ^^Imr «t4ii».iFety4^4L 
Mdbdiecittighiitva JI^-J^^fyVaAd 9t>y^tmM 

aodiilavedbeetr ctoaFlyr{n'0vcn t3q|^^ip^:^^;::^>if 
c - itrik wdlidkooMi iMd^l^l^iwQri^^^ 
«0urtyo£%iilaia waai&t£arJooin^belA^ 

iaiall diofafraQtcdh^r^tftl^e^FfeKMft An(i|^ 
itos^noiich. longfef Y^im jribi ODnfiftmt: ?9^i(ii^ 
tteir Interefb^ otD tberfafbtyoofr ^diok hb^^&ih 
and :€i|at.entifcly .for the frisQ afijioade.f wbUs^ 
mm$ tbi'pUn. caofeicf. tJKrdbi^nefs of^rllit 
f vcQch. thus .to abufe their moderation 4^)d 
lenity, and afterwards to blame them for it. * 
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• The moderatioo of the court of Britain catt' 
sever be rcpreCeotttd in a ftronger or a clearer 
lijg^ chanin -their n^otiatioa with Fraiice: 
about the limits of Nwa ScMa^ to any that, 
will, confider it. They fiftned for no lefik. 
tiian fix years to fuch groundltfs pretetioeSy 
ahd firivoloas arguments of the French^ that 
die very mention of them was enough to have 
Miade any rtje£t them at firft fight, and never 
CO have given "^the leaft ear to them. 

The whole claim of the French in Nova 
&ocia is founded upon an ambiguous paflage 
or two in an obfcure old author, Mr. Dinys^ 
Who happens to tell us^ when you go out of 
the bay of FumM^ you enter upon the coaft of 
jtcadie :* Arid for that reafon alone the French 
pretend, that thecoaft ofAcadie extends only td 
the entrance of that bay ! This ambiguous ex* 
preflion, rather than opinion, of Mr. Detffs^ 
is the whole and fole foundation of the Fredch 
claims^ and the only authority they have for 
the limits they would afcribe to NauaScoiU ! 
Alt their other pretended arguments and 
authorities, on which they have wrote three 
volumes in quarto, on purpofe to puzzle xbt 
reader, and obfcure the truth, are ufed only as 
a ma(k to this one, on which they folely rely 

* Dercrtption del coites de^rAmcri^uc re|>tentrioiia1ey 

/ for 



For the limits they would aflign to Nova SciHd. 
There is not a fingle author ettant^ nor ztif* 
other authority whatever^ anttent dr mtfdcni^ ^ 
that wias ever feen or heard tell of^ in whidi^ 
tl^ Jiihits of this country Art defcribed as th<^ 
would bare them, but in this one autboi: alone* 
and. in him only in thefe words of uncertain 
meaning *, and yec they would make thelb two , 
or three random words, trifling and ambiguous 
as they are, a charter of Niva Scotia^ to decef - 
mine the rights of nations ! 

^hat makes the teftirnor^y of thi$ authcir 
ftill of no manner of authority in this difpute» 
if it was ever fo clear or eitprefs, is* that he 
wias a party concerned in it : be was One of 
four proprietors of this country, who h^d the 
very fame difpute with pne smother about their 
bounds in it, as Britain has with France. And 
he was fo far interefted in the very part thslt 
France takes in this difpute from him^ to cod- 
fine the limits 6f Acadia to the peninfulaj» or 
rather to a part of it, that he tells us^ it coft 
him at different times 153^000 livres^ and 
I Viooo crowns, to defend it -,* which was 
pikinly the caufe of the above-mentioned pafTage 
in his book, the like of which is not to be 
fbtind in any other authority whatever 

* Ibid. pag. ;, 6, tS. 
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.^ .^fid are fuch-obfcure, ambiguous, .triSi(i(g 

^(Tftgcs, in gpe. ,|if^}e old book, fo contra- 

0i(^ry to all others .jof .much better authority, 

^m/^Xc by a fi^erman^in -Nova )S€oiia, vfho cells 

His htpifelf he ,ha4 ^Cpeiii .sigh forty yeais 

^s^fpoog the fyv^t^i ftfeieie* tiyMwh^h: be m$s 

iJfLti^c.acquaiated .^vj|h fucji .iJUprW ift^jeA^t 

^<»r |he wzy.gfcfx^ma fticm/ *e i^ete, i ffty, 

^$a ^be mftdPiWlbftPiiti^'loir 4>wgw» , wdJws 
-to 4etermioe Xudi important :< concerm^ : .aod 

rights of nations ! fr*£iipe€iiily.. when lihoy tare 
•fy:^K^&jij tepttgnaWSiW sdlptbcr rcsal*^ un- 
^cicpfTption^ibte authorities^, of which ,iw luve 
i,^ttced foxn^Q^. , ■ 
:. Jfet k vwasito qioim^- foch. aigwpQptjs .«s 
•Jhefi^t ifottnidedoa ^tboie lautbonites i«ioo^9 lh9t 
n(^t French {^aye^ogagedin thi^ M^ar .wirh gri- 

jt^in ; and woahd endcavokO* iCO >pQifMadp nil 
jjDOankAndefjthejuftaeiisoffkich tLc^ufe! — Bat 

-furely all liieie theirs wguments •^n.thb fub- 
:J£(^ itnuft appeal! to h&t- diMri);right> inftilc dpon 
jthe underiUnding ■ Md commM ienfe of ithis 
iiiatiQa5^nd ^v.ail mankind^' is ^tiMch as the 
cwhold of" their proccbAingbupdA tbemv iince 
w^e treaty of Aix ia ChapeUsi ^ba^e plainly 
;^en nothing elle, but an open^bneadi of pub' 
lie faith, and a manifeft violSticfti'bf the iHoft 

* Vid. Preface, p. a. • - , ^ ": 
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folem treaties, to which all Europe, as well. as. 

America, were witneflb— j)ir^^/ Jb^c opprairia. 
nobis. , . . y 

The limits of Nova Scotia are fo full and-^ 

clearly dcfcribed in the charter of it, and in all 

other accounts, ithat the noble {jroprietor of;it . 

juftly obferves, it was impoHlbie ever to coof^t 

teii them.f This was plain . and ipanifeft ta; 

all. the wocld, who knew very. welU that therir 

neither is to this day, nor esrer was,< any other^ 

country .between New^dS^ngland and the iriycr 

St. JLafvrence^' but Nova ScoiiA.dlot\c^ This. 

Was fo- clear to the French themfelsres,, that. 

they fa\y they could not difppte thclimits of^ 

Nova^ Scotia any other way, which they.werC/ 

refolved cq4q at any rate, righfi or wrong,i:}Ut| 

By' denying that there wj^s* any fuch country^ 

at 'all I'-^ur la Ndtwel^ Ecoffe c*ejl un^ mot £n. 

V airr^vhii ^dysUSealX \ Nova Scotia i5\a/mri^ 

it^lthe^Miri-^an ideal touptry^ Jay. they > . wbicju 

is the\foleargucpent they have jto di(py)te ic^^ 

limits !— TliSr way of ; afcertairiing tb« limitjL 

of Acadia is ftill more fui^prizing. AU that 

they Wpuld alLoiiw to Britain of that country,^ 

is nojndretKaha fourth part or proprietprf^'" 




f EncOurage5p'tfnt tp colonies b^ Sir Wiiliam Alej* 

andcf; pigi 32^ . . -i 

J MemolresdesCommifTairesy^^i^Sgs;^ 

F f J what 



[236] 
what l/Er. Dettys would with his will have 
gllowed to his fellow proprietor and compe- 
titor Mr, J^Aunay^ from Canfo to the bay of 
Punii. This is what they would make all 
Nwa Scotia or Acadia^ en/on entier^ as it wa$ 
tefiored to Britain by the treaty of l7/r^rA/. — 
Hence they comply with the treaty qfU^recbf^ 
by maintaining^ that there is no fucb country as 
Nova Scotia ! And that a foicrth part of Acadia 
is equal to the whole. 

This they do, in order to contcft as niuch 
of that country as was poflible ; whilfl: they 
were going on to feize and fecurc th6 reft of it, du-» 
rihg^the time of the negotiation about it. Thi^ 
wftil'the way in which they complyed with the 
treaty of Aix la Cbapelk^ by which if wa^ 
fi!it>QHted, that neither party fhquld fettle any 
pfttie countries in difpute iq America, 'till 
tbofedifputes were decided by commiflarics j 
which' the Ffench were determined flioul4 
never be done, /till they had fettled ancj fccu- 
ltd them all, as they did. 
■ %\ The next argument made'ufe of ir this 
Itiembrial relatfcs to the river Ohio \ which they 
prrterid was difcovered by Mr. la Salle ia 
1679, ai^^l Has ^ver fincc belonged to thcpi on 
that account ; which is the only title they 
(:an (how (oit.* But what an infignificantpre- 

^ Memolre^ Pag. 13. 

tencc 
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tcnce muft this appear to all who are any way 
acquainted with the tranfaftions oF la Salle^ 
even as they are magnified by the French 
writers ! He went over the lakes, and down 
the river Illinois' to tht MJfiJtpi^ ' zv\d never 
came within many hundred miles of the riVcr 
Ohio^ efpecialJy the forks of that? riVer about 
Fort du ^efne^ which h6 tiever onfce heard tifll 
of: yet froi*' thelnce* the Frendh pretend co 
claim all that country, and all Northi'* Attiertea 
with it bbyo-nd thofe*45ounds 1 — ^TMs is juft as 
they • "pretend ' /o-'^ii//» undtr A^r Defpys in 
ffova Scotia^ ' « -• ■• . . ;- - ; . . : 

They pretend to tell us,- ♦that the EngltSi 
never formed^any pretenfions to the river OMi^V 
nor to any part of the coimtryaboot it.* But it iS' 
well known,^ arid wa9^^cknowlcfdgcd fay tfie^ 
natives of the country at -/f/^^/iy in 1754V that^ 
the Englifli had fettled on the Ohio thirty yiiar^ 
before that ; where we had matty ftttlemcftits- 
on and abom that river from VenangaxoShtM^' 
noah, or the lower Sbawnoes^ extending- along- 
.the river . for four or fiv^ hundred miles and 
more, when the French canae thefe in 1753;^ 
befidcs a fcttlement ztFickamillairf on the riycr" 
IVabache . ^dhViih^di in 1749, five' hundred' 
miles weft of Par ^ du ^efne ; . which fort it- 
felf was projeded and laid out by the Ohio 
company : befides another fort we had nigh Buf-- 
falo or Beef xiyzxi th^t was feized with the ggr- 
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rilon in it by the French, as they own thera- 
feUres i t in all which places' wc have had not 
lefk than 400 men and more ac^ time, befidefr 
n>any that conftantly Ttfided there, efpeciaily 
at and about Logg*^s Tavn ihkt was chiefly- 
built by the£ngliih^aDd4iai5 had-noc left than 
40 or 50-£ng}iih houict^ inrii ^^aU'-which wjeT 
hfn^e from living eye-wiftneiftai . Even at Ve^ 
^^S^* ^hc very firft placei; theipFench came tb 
ofk tho Obia^ ^' Wc found the Fcencb colours^ 
V hoifted at a houfe from which they had 
" driven \M', John FrazicTi^zn EngUfti' fub^ 
•* jea, "fl — Crcgban of Penlfyvanior had othcV" 
fecdementsat that fame place likewife ; befid^s 
others that were fettled at j^^swi/i^, and other 
I^bces theicaboata.' : Not oo> mendoft the^ ae^ 
tual pwrclu^ea the £ngU(h hiave nnide of Idl- 
thofe countries from the nativesv«-The grants * 
ot them from their foveitBign«~^-«ahd their 
piiior diicovems of them-^-^U ' which - phiinty' 
ihaw not only the pretenfions theEcgHKhforni^ ^ 
edf biit the real claim they had^ to t\itOhid. - 
;. . How ■ dpes/all this agjree wick this^ menior ial ^ 
c^ the court of JFrance, in which^the^ tell usr,* 
*^^the 0^ had' not. been frequented l^!anyr 
" buttheJFtench^ while ' thfe' Englifk nevef*. 
** formed ^qyr pyetenfions to ttte cointrias »?• 

t Ibid* pag. xy, 

H Wa(hington*s Joorna), pag. 17/ 
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** runs through.^." IfthepTench did «ot 
find any number of Englifh on the Ohioj whefn 
they came down ^ chat ' river in 1-754, it wds 
becaufe they were obliged to retire on the ip^ 
proach of theFreneh to Beef rivet in 1753. • 

It was never kndwn, that the French fcrcr 
fet a foot upon the Obi^ before- the year 1 749, 
when they were drove out of the country* Iby 
the natives, who have always been in alliance 
and friendftiip with the EngJifli; as they^con- 
fift chiefly of the natives of the other parts df 
Virginia^ ^ Maryland^ and Penfyhaniaj who 
have been conquered and fubducd, artd fettled 
here, by the Six Nations, fubje<9a of Britdtl, 
who are fettled among them j-and to whom ill 
this country of right belonged, before they 
jfnade it over to the <:rown of 'Britain, by fevc- 
ral formal deeds and furrenders. '. • 

The claims of the Englifli -to the Obio^mA 
all the territories about it, are founded on thie 
following undoubted juft rights and. titles'; 

1 . the difcovery and feizure of all the con- 
tinent of North America, long before the 
French or any others knew an^r thing of itT 

2. the difcoveries of all thofe inland coun- 
tries of N. America more particularly in 1568^ 
i654,i'672, 1678, and from 1725 to i74oand 
1 754, &?r. 3. feveral grants of all thofe countries 
on i\it Okio to Britiih fubjeds in 1^84, 1609, 

X Mcmoire, p 13. 
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1620, and 1681: 4. a formal furrcndcr 
and actual purchafe of all thofe countries 
from the natives in 1684, J701, 1726, and 
1744 : 5. an actual poflTef&on and fettle- 
ment of theni in confequence of thefe rights 
to them. All which muft make a juft right 
and title to the river Ohio, and all the terri- 
tories about it, if any thing can. 

To this the French can have nothing to qb- 
jedt, nor to alledge in behalf of their preten- 
fions, but the fuppofed difcoveries of La 
Salle in 1680 ; a roving cavalier who rambled 
over part of North America to retrieve his 
his own defperate circumftances, as we have 
faid i from which frivolous pretext the French 
pretend to claim all the countries he might 
have heard tell of in his rambles, without 
any other right or title whatever to theni. 

The French then have but two arguments 
for all their pretenlions in North America, 
to fupport which they entered into this war 
with Britain, to wit, — 7 be private rambles of 
Mr. La Salle in North America^ — and the par* 
iy Clams of Mr. Denys in Nova Scotia ! 

There is nothing then can pofllbly juftify 
the French feizing this country on the Ohio 
by force of arms. They have not the leaft 
colour of any pretext to vindicate fuch a pro- 
ceeding. They would infinuate indeed, that 
the Englifh endeavoured to ftir up the Indians 

5 here 
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here againd the French, and that all CanaJs 
was alarmed on that account^; which is a mere 
furmifee of theirs, without any- manner qjf 
foundation. All' their jpretended alarms pro- 
ceeded only from the Englifli drawing a fc?ir 
(kins 4nd furs out of thefe their own territories* 
and from the Indians choofing to deal with the 
Englifh rather than the French, which Indiaa 
trade h the whole dependance and fubfiftance 
of the poor Canadians ;]:. 

When the French feized the Ohio, they 
not only drove the Englifh inhabitants froni 
their houfes and habitations, but pillag^4 
them all of their effeds, to the amount of fe- 
veral thoufand pounds fieri, generally reckon- 
ed not lefs than 20,000 : and the French 
court is pleafcd to rcprefent it in this their 
memorial as a very great crime in them for 
offering to make reprifals ! They fent out one 
of their officers, Mr. Jumonvilk^ to fummoa 
the Englifh to quit the Obioy as they pretend \ 
or rather, as our people alledge, to fcour the 
country, and drive all the Englifh out of itjj 
vfhich pretended officer of juftice happened to be 
killed in a fray with fome of the Englifh and 
Indians, who had been thus robbed and plun-. 
dered, and drove out of houfe and home ; 
and this fuppofed tnaffacre, as they are pleafed 
to call it, they would make a fufficient reafon 

• Ibid. p. 15. J Sec above, p. 185, 
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fer invading and attacking our people agaki 
With open force, in a pitch'd battle, on the 

3d of July 1754. 

Thele were the caufes, and the neceilary and 
unavoidable caufes, o( fending an officer with 
a party of troops from England, to quell 
chofe difturbances on the river Ohio. But 
the court of France is pleafed to aver, ** this 
*♦ could not be the confeqfuence of the diftur- 
" bances on the river OhiOj becaufe it was 
'•* impoflible they ffiould then have heard 
•* of them in London * j* to wit, from the 
beginning of July 1754, or rather from the 
month of Auguft 1753, when the French firft 
invaded thofe territories, to the month of 
September or Oftober 1754 ; which is as 
falfe as evtry thing elfe they advance. You 
may hear from thofe parts in London in a 
roonth or lefi, and far more in three or four, 
or rather in thirteen months. 
• Thefe open hoftilities, and other unwarrant- 
able proceedings of the French upon the Ohio^ 
are well known to have been the caufcs of 
fending gerieral Braddock to oppofe them ; and 
and afterwards of flopping their fhips, rhac 
they fent full of troops, to reinforcef ahd fitp- 
port their other forces, with which they had 
To openly invaded the Britifh dominions • ^fer 
both which they cry out fo much agairift lis. Btit 
if we had all their orders given to La Jonqtt&e 

* Ibid p. 23. 
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and Du ^tefne^ governors of Canada, 
%\\o{t to Contrecieur and 5/. Pierre^ their gene« 
rals on the Ohio^ as they have the orders gi- 
ven to general Braddock^ how neceflary would 
thofe his orders appear to havQ been, that 
were only the confequence of thofe given be- 
fore to the French commanders, and of thw 
open hoftilities. 

And even in thefe proceedings the modera- 
tion and pacific meafures of the court of Bri- 
tain, that are othcrways well known, muft 
appear to all, who are any way acquainted 
with the fituation of affairs in America. 
The true intereft of Britain was without dou^ 
to have fent their troops direftly to Crown* 
Point and Niagara^ inftcad of ordering them to 
the river Ohio^ acrols all the mountains o^Vir- 
giniay in which the greateft part of them pe- 
rifhed. But as thofe places had been in the 
hands of the French for feme time, the court 
of Britain endeavoured to avoid any unnecef- 
fary umbrage that might be given to France, 
by difpoffeffing them of thofe places abrupt- 
ly, till the difputes relating to them could be 
more amicably accommodated ; which fo ap^ 
pears to have been the reafon of undertaking 
that expedition to fort du ^efue in 1754, in- 
ftead of going diredly to Niagara^ which we 
faw to be neceflary the next fpring : for which 
.our miniftry have been fo much blamed by 
this nation, in not purfuing more vigorous 
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jhfcafures, while they are here equally upbraid- 
ed by France for purfuing thefc — This it is to 
be minifters of Britain in affairs with France ! 

III. After what has been faid, there is no 
occafion to infift upon the negotiations, and 
cvafions of them by our miniftry, alledged by 
chc court of France, in the fequel of this their 
memorial. They had brought the court of 
Britain into a long and tedious negotiation 
of fcven years about thofe difputes in Ameri- 
ca, till they had (eized all the countries in dif- 
pute, even in the courfe of the negotiation 5 
and now they wanted to draw them into an- 
other like negotiation, till they could fccure 
themfclves in thofe places they had feized, or 
be better prepared for doing it ; which was 
plainly the fcope and drift of all their negotia- 
tions. For this reafon, when our miniftry 
came to the point wicn them, and the only 
point in difpute, to fettle the limits between 
die two nations in America, and make them 
evacuate the territories they had fo unlawful- 
ly feized, altho' they would have given up 
part of the undoubted rights of Britain for the 
foke of peace, yet all the anfwer they could 

get from France, by their own confeffion, 
was an abfolute refufal of the juft propofals 
of Britain ; Cette refponfe eldil un refus abfolu 
d^y feus cr ire ^ page 43, 
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